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When America was a younger country, the 
better craftsmen all made their gear 
dependable. It had to wear well, to perform 
in lonely dangerous situations where there 
was no chance of repair or replacement. 
For many people, these are somewhat 
softer times, and some manufacturer's 
products seem to reflect the modern age. 
They make their holsters quick, fast and 
cheap. But not Bianchi. At Bianchi, we 
make gunleather the Old West way - as if 
your life depended on it. Our holsters are 
famous for their perfect gun-to-leather fit. 
They're carefully tooled and crafted from 
the finest leathers; and the large amount of 
hand labor that goes into each holster 
reflects the pride we feel in making our 
products right. Sure, the best costs a little 
more . . . but what kind of price could you 
put on your life? 

For further information on our complete 
line of gunleather and law enforcement 
products, see your authorized dealer or 
send $1.00 for our 1978 color catalog. 
Write Bianchi Catalog Offer, 100 Calle 
Cortez, Dept. AH5, Temecula, California 
92390. 

The best's worth reaching for 



Colt service. 
Our network of Authorized Colt Service Centers is broader than that of any handgun L 

manufacturer in the United States. 
These Service Centers observe the highest Colt standards. They guarantee you genuine 
Colt parts' the qyality of highly skilled craftsmeny and the precision engineering that 
makes every Colt worthy of its name. That Colt legend means unparalleled reliabilityy 
accuracy and goodlmks. 
We've invested over 140 years in creating and refining Colt superiority. Our Authorized 
Service Center network is just one of the ways we're working to maintain the quality that 
befits a legend. 

Important product and service literature accompanies 
every Colt sale; be sure to ask for yours. 
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FOUNDATION, INC. 
30016 S. RIVER ROAD MT. CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 48045 

As promised, things are picking up. Several newsworthy 
items should be brought to the attention of those who have 
not yet signed up as members. 

First, we have now completed work on our membership 
package (illustrated below) which includes: a 10" x 14" 
membership certificate; a wallet size membership card; a 
decal for car or home and a 3112" multi-colored shoulder 
patch for your shooting iacket. All of this i s  in addition to 
the one year's subscription to The American Handgunner 
magazine, Quite a package for only $15.00. 

There are several other special programs in the plan- 
ning stage, programs that will be available only to mem- 
bers of the OAHA. The first of these will be the offering of 
limited edition handguns. While several handguns are be- 
ing considered, we would welcome suggestions from read- 
ers. What kind of special edition handgun would you like 
to see? 

Also in the planning stage is  a program whereby Foun- 
dation members will be able to bid on unique handgun 
items from the collections of well known enthusiasts. 
Specially built handguns actually used by past recipients 
of the Outstanding American Handgunner Awards are be- 

ing considered. How would you like an opportunity to 
own such items as Elmer Keith's personal Single Action or 
George Nonte's custom Skorpion auto? While these 
particular guns may not be offered, those that will be are 
sure to have equal significance. Keep reading, and iust as 
soon as any of these proiects are finalized, you'll read 
about i t  here. 

Membership in the OAHA Foundation has been increas- 
ing rapidly since its introduction in this magazine, and the 
support has been appreciated. With these new programs, 
I'd like to see the membership double, even triple in the 
next several months. If you are a member, or are iust ioin- 
ing the organization, you can help this drive by telling 
your handgunning friends all about the present benefits 
and the plans for the future. If every member signs up iust 
one more member, that's the answer to our goal of dou- 
bling membership. Why not give it a try-peak up at the 
next-club meetini or handg"n match and we'll make the 
OAHA "Twice as Great in '78." 

YES, I want to become a member of the Outstand- 
ing American Handgunner Foundation 

Enclosed is $1 5.00 for annual membership 
which includes a year subscription to The 
American Handgunner Magazine 
I am already a subscriber to The American 
Handgunner; enclosed is $1 0.00 for my annual 
membership 
(Note: Life and Endowment memberships are avail- 
able, please write for details) 

Mail to: 
OUTSTANDING AMERICAN HANDGUNNER FOUNDATION 
30016 S. River Rd., Mt. Clemens, MI 48045 

NAME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

CITY ..................................... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  STATE ZIP 



This volume thoroughly explores all the 
facets of the various military and civil- 
ian models, from use, disassembly, 
maintenance and detail repair to history 
and accessories. With nearly 50 pages 
and nearly 40 clear illustrations, this 
volume is undoubtedly the most com- 
prehensive work in print on these pistols. 
Instructions on how to take it down to 
the last pin for inspection and repair, 
how to zero it, virtually every aspect of 
this arm is covered in finely illustrated 
detail. The best source of Hi-Power in- 
formation available. 
"The Browning HI-POWER Pistol". . . $2.95 

m m m = - = = m =  
DESERT PUBLICATIONS 
Dept. AH Cornville, AZ 86325 

I have enclosed $-. Please rush me 
. copy (5) of: 

"The Browning HI-POWER Pistol" 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE- ZIP-, 

M500 CHRONOCRAPI I VELOCITY TEST YOUR RELOADS 

WRITE FOR FREE 
TEST REPORT: 

CUSTOM CHRONOGRAPH C o .  
3518-A 1st Ave NW, Seattle, WA 98107 

Hctndgun Grip for 
champions Molded plastic 

HEAL WOOD now 

Engineered countours make your hand part 
of your gun. 

The best for Lawmen. Combat. Field - 
Target 

Also - Cartridge boxes, powder funnel, 
primer flipper. 

FITZ P.O. Box 49697 L. A ., Coliiomia 90049 
U. S. A. 

NEWS FROM MANUFACTURERS 

By MASSAD F. AYOOB 

I T'S that time of year again. The NSGA 
show is coming up, and all the 1978 

goodies that have become closely guarded 
secrets are approaching the great unveil- 
ing in Houston. Industry sources are more 
close-lipped than ever. I hate this time of 
year. 

Gotta dig for scraps. . . lessee.. . did I 
already tell you Colt was planning on a six 
inch Diamondback? OK, then, never 
mind, you knew already. What else . . . 

There's always the bad news, of course. 
Security Industries, according to the in- 
siders, is dead. We knew that the plant 
closed up a few months ago, right after 
this column came out announcing that 
company's planned move to Alabama, but 
we were keeping our fingers crossed, even 
though that padlock and the poster on the 
door signed by the sheriff looked kind of 
ominous. 

Joe Lee, president of Security Indus- 
tries, has been unavailable for comment. 
His fine little stainless-steel "J-frame" .38 
and .357 snub nose guns were never fa- 
mous for great workmanship. But Lord, 
they were slick. Trouble was, some pro- 
duction runs would come through spark- 
ling and perking, and others would have a 
high number of guns that were out of 
time. 

What went wrong? Probably a lot of 
things, but one we can point to is cheap la- 
bor. Joe never was able to get a good 
skilled craftsman team together, and peo- 
ple paid minimal wage or less produce 
equivalent quality goods. Joe had hoped 
to go someplace where labor was both 
cheap and good, and apparently couldn't 
hold out long enough to make the transi- 
tion. 

The death of a fine or potentially fine 
handgun is sad news, and we go into it 
only because there may be a few lessons to 
those who follow. We hear through the 
grapevine that an established firm had of- 
fered to buy Joe out, not only keeping him 
for life as a high-salaried management 

employee, but offering permanent jobs to 
his two capable sons. The price offered 
was said to have been excellent in addition 
to the sinecure jobs and perks. Joe turned 
it down, probably out of pride; a company 
you build from nothing is precious to you, 
and you don't let somebody else adopt it, 
even if they do promise to take better care 
of it and still give you visitation rights. 

Will the Security revolver be reborn? 
,Some of us had hoped so, but it looks in- 
creasingly doubtful. The auction of the 
manufacturing layout should be over by 
the time you read this, and the several in- 
dustry people I've talked to are convinced 
that the Security production line will be 
sold piecemeal to this firm that needs a 
Bridgeport lathe or two, and that one that 
could use a milling machine. 

Ironically, a cabal of well-financed gun 
buffs that wanted to try and buy Joe back 
out of receivership and re-establish the 
plant in northern New England, with him 
still at the helm, wasn't able to get through 
to him because he secluded himself when 
the financial roof caved in. For consumers 
the word is, it would be a good idea to 
hold onto any Security Industries revolver 
you have, because it will eventually be a 
collector's item. A good one is an out- 
standing "user's" gun as well. This writer 
has three, and carries his Security Police 
Pocket Magnum, a Chief-Special-size 
3 5 7  in stainless, more often than his 
model 60 or his Detective Special. 

On to better news. A new Massachu- 
setts-based firm, Yankee Hill Machine 
Co. 20 Ladd Ave., Northhampton, MA, 
01060 is coming out with a new line of 
gun cleaning gear under the Kleen-Bore 
trademark. They're also planning on get- 
ting into the firearms industry full blast 
(forgive me, puns are an occupational ha- 
zard for gun writers.) Muzzle-loaders will 
be their entree. They've already, accord- 
ing to arms-industry whispers, been 
awarded a contract for three hundred spe- 
cial charcoal-burners that will be used to 
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refurbish an historic Canadian fort. 
Nothing definite yet, but word is that 

Charter Arms is thinking of upgrading a 
couple of its revolvers. One will be their 
6" .357, which would sport a vent-rib and 
precision adjustable sight if company 
management takes the plunge. The other 
change would be a "factory custom" Bull- 
dog .44 with superslick action, maybe a 
heavy barrel or a standard one with a vent 
rib, and classy adjustable sights. A hard- 
chrome finish like the one on the out- 
standing "Backpacker" special edition of 
the Bulldog, might also be part of the as 
yet un-named deluxe -44. Larry Kelly the 
Mag-Na-Port honcho whose special-edi- 
tion revolvers have always been so pop- 
ular, got exceptional rave reviews with his 
slicked up, ported, and plated Bulldog, 
and a factory gun with the features we de- 
scribed above should be a terrific seller. 
After all, since there is no competition in a 
small -44 Special, price won't be much of 
an object. 

The big news in ammo for the past year 
or two has been the Treasury Load, the 
high performance .38 Special cartridge 
Winchester-Western has produced for 
certain U.S. government agencies. Not 
available for public consumption, it prob- 
ably will never be; it is what is known by 
insiders as a "Q Load," a round made up 
solely for a single buyer who is going to 
use a lot of it. We should note that Trea- 
sury people don't use mild .38 wadcutters 
for practice, and train their people entire- 
ly with hot duty ammo. Until it went out 
of business, Treasury (and Secret Service, 
and most of the government cops except 
FBI) used only Super Vel for practice or 
duty. 

The Treasury loads we've seen are 
made up on Government-headstamped 
cases, and are in effect well-designed 110- 
grain .38 special semi-jacketed hollow- 
points, loaded to quasi--357 magnum ve- 
locities. What incidents have occurred 
with Federal agents using this ammo are 
not available to reporters, but word from 
the Feds we know is that the stuff per- 
forms like dynamite. Remember the indi- 
vidual who vaulted the fence and charged 
the White House some months ago? He 
was dropped like a stone by a single .38 
Treasury Load through the &ht chest. 

Speaking of the' Treasury Load, "con- 
ventional" law enforcement agencies are 
eager to try it, California Highway Patrol 
has adopted it as their standard load; That 
famous and trend-setting law enforcement 
agency had allowed its men to carry 6" 
.38s and .357s of their choice for years; 
we scooped the rest of the industry in this 

k:' . ' column~severa1 months ago when we re- 
ported that the agency was buying its men 

' * -  a new gun designed expressly for them; 
: the Smith & Wesson Model 68, a 6" ad- 
. < justable-sight -38 Special in stainless steel. 

. ::. - We have more news on that choice of 
* guns. First, the California road patrolmen 

are getting their choice of that long bar- 
relled gun, or the familiar 4" version, the 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNEFI MAYIJUNE 1978 

Not ever one& crazy about 
C r  the a00 ol'~s'obsession 

wiâ‚ bullet performnce. 

Some would rather not think 
about handgun bullets that can 
more than double their diameter 
on impact. Or handgun primers 
that make sure those bullets get 
the perfect send-off. 

But the good 01' boys at CCI- 
Speer have given them a lot of 
thought, and their pistol primers 
and bullets show it. 

That double-diameter expan- 
sion is the result of Speer's 
unique design for jacketed hand- 
gun bullets. They start with a soft 
lead alloy core. Then put i t  in a 
jacket that's thick at the rear of 
the bullet' and thin at the front. On 
impact, the jacket's contoured 
walls peel back uniformly for full 
impact and good expansion. 

Jacketed or solid lead' for 
plinking, practice or match, no 
one gives handloaders more 
bullet choices in all popular cali- 
bers than the good 01' boys. And 

JACKETED PISTOL BULLETS 
- 

Gal. Din. Weight Point Type 

9mm ,355 88gr. Hollow Point 
9mm ,355 100gr. Hollow Point 
9mm ,355 125 gr. . Soft Point 
38 .357 110gr. Hollow Point 
38 ,357 125gr. Hollow Point 
38 ,357 125 gr. Soft Point 
38 ,357 140gr. Hollow Point 
.38 ,357 146gr. Hollow Point 
38 ,357 158gr. Hollow Point 
38 ,357 158 gr. Soft Point 
38 ,357 160 gr. Soft Point 
41 ,410 200gr. Hollow Point 
4 t  ,410 220gr. Soft Point 
44 ,429 200gr. M num Holbw Point 
44 ,429 225gr. H%V point 
44 ,429 240gr. Soft Point 
44 ,429 240 gr, Magnum Hollow Point 
44 ,429 240 gr. Magnum Soft Point 
45 ,451 200 gr. Hollow Point 
45 ,451 225 gr. Magnum Hollow Point 
45 ,451 260 gr, Magnum Hollow Point 

LEAD BULLETS 

I 9mm ,356 125gr. Round Nose 
38 ,358 148 gr. Bevel Base Wadcutter 
38 ,358 148 gr. Hollowbase Wadcutter 
38 ,IS8 158ar. Semi-wadcutter 1 2 ,358 158ir. Rwnd Nose 

430 240 or. Semi-wadcutter 1 
45 14i2 200 &. !%mi-wadcutter 1 
45 ,452 230gr. Round Nose 
45 ,452 250 Qr. Semi-wadcutter 

30 of the 105 bullets they make 
are made just for handgunners. 

Then there's pistol primers. 
They're a prime concern for f i e  
boys at CCI. So there's plenty of 
fussing to make sure their primer 
mixes match up just right with 
the powders'handloaders use. 

For target and standard veloc- 
ity loads, the #300 provides per- 
fect ignition for large pistols. And 
the #500 is just right for small 
ones. 

But for the kind of heat and 
pressure needed for top velocity 
and Magnum loads, the #350 is 
the answer for big handguns. 
While the #5!X does the same job 
for small ones. 

One other thing. These are the 
exact same bullets you'll find in 
CCI-Speer's factory-IoAded Law- 
man Ammo. Manufactured to 
exactly the same strict law en- 
forcement and militarv standards. 

So no wonder 
they tend to be 
popular with A 
handloaders. 
Even though , 
not everyone's 
crazy aboilt 
them. 



Model 67 stainless Combat Masterpiece. 
Our sources say that slightly over half of 
these lawmen (who have always carried 
long barrel guns in the past) have opted 
for the shorter, more-comfortable-to-carry 
Model 67. They're also being issued the 
Griffis Second Six elastic seeedloader. 
though we understand several are exercis- 
ing their option to carry instead the new 
Safariland loader. The Bianchi Model 27 
holster (as seen on syndicated reruns of 
"The Rookies") is standard with this de- 
partment, though many of the officers 
favor the similar Hoyt holster. 

According to one insider, who has 
never been affiliated with the California 
Highway Patrol but has always been close 
to them, the switch to a .38-only gun was 
partially prompted by the infamous 1970 
slaying of four CHP patrolmen in a single 
gunfight. Their inability to reload fast was 
determined to have been one factor in 
their deaths, which is why they were 
authorized to carry speedloaders a year 
later and issued them last year. Another 
factor, some say, was that three of the 
downed "troopers" were carrying .357s 
loaded with hot 158-gr. Magnum ammo 
and couldn't control the recoil enough to 
fire accurately and take down their at- 
tackers, who killed them with .45 autos. 
CHP's feeling seems to be that a low-kick 
load like the fast but light Treasury round 
will give adequate stopping power with 

controllable handling characteristics. 
We mentioned special loads before. 

Ammo companies will take such orders 
from large-volume buyers, if (A) the buy- 
er makes clear his specs and (B) promises 
that the ammo maker won't be held liable 
if the hot load they ask for is too much for 
their guns. Don't expect those companies 
to make those hot loads available over the 
counter to somebody who might have a 
junk .38 Special. This is why you'll, never 
see W-W's Treasury load in your sporting 
goods store. It's also why you'll probably 
never be able to buy the special 9 mm. 
Parabellum cartridge being produced by 
Federal for Illinois State Police. It's built 
around a 95-grain semi-jacketed Sierra 
softpoint pill that expands to 60  caliber in 
"flesh equivalent" when it hits the 13P-re- 
quired 1400 f.p.s. It supposedly feeds as 
slick as hardball through S&W autos. 
Trouble is, the loaded round is short 
enough to jam in a Luger or some other 
guns, and the pressure might get a little 
spooky with a poorly made foreign gun 
produced of soft steel. They might have 
simply settled on Remington's 115-gr. 
jacketed hollowpoint in 9 mm., which po- 
lice agencies across the country are begin- 
ning to agree on as the ultimate cartridge 
in this caliber, but that state is cool toward 
hollow nose bullets after the ACLU-in- 
spired "dum-dum" controversy . . . at 
least, that's the word we get from the pres- 

ent and immediate past superintendent of 
Illinois State Police. Illinois Governor Jim 
Thompson, the big Republican star of the 
1976 elections at state level and heavily 
touted as the GOP presidential candidate 
for 1980 told me personally that he would 
go with giving the troopers hollowpoints if 
their ordnance department says that's 
what they need for safety on the job. 
Thompson, a strong pro-gun politician, is 
a man to watch for that upcoming Big 
Race. 

Next issue, all the cats will be out of the 
bag from the National Sporting Goods 
Dealers Association show. To tell you the 
truth, the national wholesalers' show 
comes sooner, and the subsequent NRA 
show hosts more gun people, but for some 
reason, the makers love those retailers, 
and keep a lot of stuff secret just for them. 
Of course, since the people who ultimately 
sell your product are the real barometer of 
whether you'll be eating next year if you 
make stuff that's sold retail, I guess we 
can all see why 
they feel that way. 7 

- - -- 

Build a 4 4  caliber 
-shootable- ' 

DERRlnGER ! 1 

ing. Insert the cartridges into the reloader and a simple turn of 
the knob on top locks them in. It gives a secure grip, with fast 
out-of-case-and-into-revolver action. Trouble free operation, with 
NO JAMS, has made our reloaders famous. 

No other reloader offers all these important features: 
O N 0  BULLET J I G G L E - c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s  align perfectly with revolver 

cylinder. 
0 RELEASES CARTRIDGES TWO WAYS - Push loader straight 

into revolver and "WHAM-0 !", you're loaded - in one easy 
motion-or turn the knob to release the cartridges! 

@NO SPILL ACTION - If dropped our reloader 
will NOT spill ammo, as many others do! 

Call TOLL FREE - 1-800-354-9814 
for DealershipIOrdering Information. 
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Here's why - ' - *  

S&W 
is the - 

Smith & Wesson handguns are And our stainless steel models 
made the way guns should be. For standard are stain~ess, inside too. Where 
shooters. corrosion resistance is critical. 

The frame-solid. Barrel, lug Smith & Wesson means 
and top rib-solid. Each 'machined "dependable." And our world-wide 
from a single steel S&W forging. by which reputation for dependability is 

literally in the hands of our fitters. 

all They're the best. Dedicated. 
Proud. They "tune" every handgun. 

It takes time to qualify as a Smith 
& Wesson fitter. That's why handguns our handgun production 

The sideplate. Fitted by hand. 
Fitted so well you can hardly 
find it. 

The action. The standard of 
smoothness. A crisp single action. Consistently the 
best out-of-the-box double action. Ask the competitive 
shooters. Ask your gunsmith. 

This famous double-action was the basis for 
unequaled performance in speed and performance 
demonstrated by double-action shooting specialist 
Ed McGivern who set all his big records with a Smith 
& Wesson. Including the time he fired five shots in '15 

increases slowly. 

of a second, into a group that could be covered by a But surely. Because 

playing card, on a target 18 feet away! Even today, we won't compromise. 

S&W is the revolver selected by serious Final inspection 

double-action shooters for competition. covers more than 50 individual characteristics. 

The finish. Renowned Smith & Wesson bluing. Each handgun is test fired for function. 

Done the same, slow way for over a hundred year en are we sure it's the best. 

Because nobody's found a better way. Done For You. Smith & Wesson, 

after even raw service gun frame and field, Massachusetts 01 101 

grips are mated to each other. 

^ '. y , .  

Smith 
. . 

\̂ "^  ̂ 9 A Bangor Punta Company 



R ECENTLY, we've received a pair of 
releases from Smith & Wesson set- 

ting forth their offer to apply modifica- 
tions to M59 9mm autos and M29 .44 
Magnum revolvers. First of all it should 
be pointed out that these modifications 
are not necessarily indicative that S&W 
considers guns in the field to be defective 
in any way. Actually, they are the results of 
an ongoing product-improvement pro- 
gram that has been in existence for count- 
less years at Smith & Wesson, just as simi- 
lar programs exist with other manufac- 
turers. Further, these modifications are 
not repairs or alterations to the basic guns, 
but the installation of current-production 
parts on the M59 and reprofiling of the 
forcing cone on the M29. This simply up- 
dates existing guns to current production- 
gun status. 

M-59's delivered to Smith & Wesson 
service facilities to take advantage of this 
offer will be fitted with a modified slide 
stop', new extractor and extractor spring, 
and a new magazine follower. As in most 
other autos, the M59 slide stop is forced 
upward to engage the slide by the follower 
after the last shot has been fired; an in- 
ward protrusion on the stop is contacted 
by the follower and forced upward. As 
long as conventional ball ammunition and 
commercial loads are used. the original " 
slide stop gives no trouble. However, 

some of the more recent high-perform- 
ance loads have a "fatter" bullet profile or 
have the bearing surface extended sub- 
stantially forward of the case mouth. Un- 
der some conditions, such bullets can 
make minor contact with the inward pro- 
trusion as they are elevated by the fol- 
lower-with the result that on rare occa- 
sions the stop will be raised sufficiently to 
engage the slide while cartridges still re- 
main in the magazine; an "early slide stop 
function." Current-production slide stops 
have this inward protrusion reduced 
slightly in length so that those fat bullets 
can't contact it, but positive normal slide- 
stop function is retained. 

The original M59 magazine follower 
has not produced any particular problems 
in functioning; however, in a great many 
magazines it can move far enough down 
within the body to permit a 15th cartridge 
to be forced under the feed lips. The de- 
sign capacity of the magazine is 14 
rounds, and when a 15th round is added, 
and even though it appears to enter with- 
out too much difficulty, the magazine 
spring is over-compressed, and the tight- 
ness of that 15th cartridge itself may 
cause a feeding problem. Shooters experi- 
enced with magazine-fed automatic weap- 
ons are well aware of the hazards of 
crowding in the last possible cartridge. It 
often produces feeding problems, and 

Introducing a PROGRESSIVE NEW ;;;;\;IADING 

eou~ur A hunter Micro Pistol Master 
Fully Progressive. Cases, Primers And Powder Are Fed And Indexed Automatic- 
ally. No ExtrasTo Buy. 
DoubleOutsideToggles For Extra Powder And Easy Operation. 
Capable Of 500 Rounds Per Hour. Four Station Operation. 
Standard Equipment Includes Carbide Sizing, Speed Seating And Taper Crimp 
nips 

Cross Bar Handle Permits Left Or Right Hand Operation And Unobstructed View 
And AccessTo All Stages Of Operation. 
Easy Adjustments. Nocumbersome Die Lock Rings. 
Bronze Bearings And Hardened Steel Bushings Located At Majorwear Points. 

PRICE 

I COMPLETE Available In 381357 . JOBBER AND Couyar A Xunter  
395.00 Specify Bullet Style DEALER INQUIRIES GUNSMITHS - MANUFACTURERS 

And Powder Charge. INVITED G-6398 Piarson Road Flushing, Michigan 48433 

most military manuals on such weapons 
caution against the practice, even to the 
extent of recommending if not directing 
that the magazine never be filled to maxi- 
mum capacity. To eliminate occasional 
problems encountered when that 15th 
round is crowded into the magazine, 
S&W has changed the M59 follower so 
that only 14 rounds may be inserted, and 
that when the magazine is so charged, the 
spring cannot be over-compressed. With 
the new follower, it is not possible to insert 
that 15th round. 

The new M59 extractor (and it should 
fit and function equally well in the M39-2) 
has been modified from the original to re- 
duce the possibility of it snagging on an 
oversize case rim or malfunctioning be- 
cause of other non-standard case-head di- 
mensions. In addition. the extractor 
spring has been changed toward the same 
end. 

I might point out that the slide stop and 
extractor problems eliminated by the new 
parts have been encountered in some 
M39's as well, and the modifications 
made to those parts by Smith & Wesson 
have been routinely performed by pistol- 
smiths tuning those guns for maximum re- 
liability and have also been described in 
some of my own writings in recent years. 

Lest you think that the S&W has been 
inattentive, let me assure you that the ex- 
tractor and slide-stop changes were made 
necessary by the appearance of new 9mm 
Parabellum loads. It appears that the 
characteristics of the M59 were not given 
sufficient considerations during their de- 
velopment; and, to the greater incidence 
these days of over-size case rims and irreg- 
ular extractor groove profiles and di- 
mensions. 

The M29 modification consists of re- 
profiling and refinishing the forcing 
cone-as  is presently done in production 
guns-producing improved transition of 
the bullet from the chamber throat into 
the barrel. This reduces what is commonly 
called "side spitting." With the new 
forcing cone, there is a markedly reduced 
tendency for propellant, lubricant, and 
bullet particles to be thrown out through 
the barrel-cylinder gap. 

All these modifications are worthwhile, 
and gunowners wishing to take advantage 
of them should contact the nearest S&W 
service facility to do so. There are only a 
few of these facilities across the country so 
it will normallybe necessary to ship a gun 
to the nearest location for modification. 
This is provided for in federal law, and 
you may safely ship a handgun to a li- 
censed gunsmith/dealer/manufacturer for 
repair or modification; however, the gun 
may not be shipped through the US. 
mails, so UPS or another common carrier 
must be used. According to the releases 
we have at hand, there is no charge for the 
M59 modifications, and there is an $8.00 
service charge for the M29 job. If your 
gun is essential to your daily work, I think 
it would be wise to contact the service fa- 
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cility and determine how long it might be 
before you can expect the gun to be re- 
turned. 

Frankly, we're quite pleased to see 
S&W display this increased concern for 
shooters and professional gun-handlers. I 
must admit that in the past there have 
been times when I have wondered if some 
manufacturers reallv gave a damn about " 
what happened to a gun after it was sold. 
It may well be that these two modification 
programs herald a new era in S&W 
customer relations. If so, I certainly ex- 
tend my hearty congratulations. 

a a a 
Over the years I have received more 

than a few reports of Colt Government 
Model pistol malfunctions resulting from 
the gun being dropped or struck sharply. 
The results range from a noticeably in- 
dented primer to inadvertent firing. The 
most recent reports involve two guns in 
the same police department which fired 
when dropped on pavement, even though 
being carried in "condition two" with a 
round chambered and the hammer fully 
down. I might add that I have on more a 

than one occasion duplicated this mal- 
function, and that it is not entirely un- ^ '. 

t.. known among knowledgeable pistol 
buffs~reference to it has been made in 

st4, shooting literature long, long ago. . . 
. ,, Actually, the "inertia type" firing pin, 

long acknowledged as a very effective 
safety device in and of itself, is the culprit. 
This pin is spring-retracted and is normal- 
ly held to the rear by its spring, its head 
solidly against the firing pin stop or, if the 
hammer is fully down, against the ham- 
mer face. The nose of the pin is thus con- 
tained within the slide and protrudes to 

. strike the primer only when the head of 
*** the pin is struck a sharp blow by the ham- 

mer, giving it sufficient inertia or mo- 
mentum to overcome the force of its re- 
tracting spring. This is great except that it 
is possible for the pin to acquire forward 
momentum in other ways, and if it ac- 
quires enough, it will set off the primer. 

That momentum can be acquired in ei- 
ther of two ways; first, and most probable 
is when the gun is dropped and the muzzle 
strikes a hard surface such as pavement 
with the bore generally perpendicular to 
the surface struck. The probability of this 
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happening is increased if the firing-pin 
spring happens to be a bit w e a k ~ a n d  in 
our experience this is often the case. What 
happens is that the gun comes to an 
abrupt halt while the firing pin tends to 
continue forward of its own momentum 
and-if the impact is hard e n o u g k v e r -  
come its spring and strike the primer; this 
may only mark the primer lightly, or it 
may fire it. The other way is actually just 
opposite in that the gun is dropped and 
strikes a hard surface on its hammer spur 
and/or grip-safety tang; if the hammer is 
fully down and the impact is sharp 
enough, the firing pin can rebound off the 
hammer face, perhaps with sufficient 
force to overcome its spring and strike the 
primer. The probability of the firing pin 
acquiring enough energy in this fashion to 
actually fire a primer is slight; but one 
such incident was reported to me about a 
decade ago. 

It isn't common knowledge, even 
among .45 Auto buffs, but forty-odd years 
ago Colt began equipping the G.M. series 
with a firing-pin safety just to prevent such 
occurences. Unfortunately, this was just 
before WWII, and when wartime produc- 
tion of the big .45 began, the safety was 
deleted. It was not reinstated after the war, 
most likely for economic reasons. This 
automatic safety functioned in such a 
manner that the firing pin was me- 
chanically locked to the rear (in its re- 
tracted position) at all times except when 
the trigger was deliberately held to the 
rear. Obviously, the presence of this safety 
would prevent the malfunctions just de- 
scribed. 

At present, there isn't any practical and 
economic way to fit a firing pin safety to 
the G.M. pistol-though I know of at least 
one custom pistolsmith who is developing 
just such a device for after-market instal- 
lation. The first step you can take toward 
prevention is to make certain that the fir- 
ing-pin is not weak; if in doubt, replace it 
with a new one from Colt (not one from a 
surplus-parts dealer which, may be well- 
used). A more effective step in this direc- 
tion is to obtain from Wolff Spring Co. 
(Box 232, Ardmore, Pa. 19003) an 
''Extra-Power" firing pin spring and in- 
stall it in the gun. This spring is stiffer 
than the factory supplied-item and sub- 
stantially decreases the probability that 
dropping the gun will cause the primer to 
be struck by the firing pin. You'll im- 
mediately be able to tell the difference be- 
tween this spring and the stock item, and 
it costs but little. The Wolff spring is 
made stiffer, but not so stiff as to cause 
ignition problems, providing that the 
mainspring is full strength; if the latter 
has taken a set from use, or is kinked, or 
has been shortened in an effort to reduce 
the trigger pull and cocking effort, then 
the hammer blow may not be heavy 
enough to overcome the Wolff firing pin 
spring and produce consistent ignition. 
Again, if there exists any doubt at all, I 
suggest replacingthe . . mainspring with a 

new one, also from Wolff. Wolff is also 
the major source for all manner of hand- 
gun replacement springs, both modified 
and standard. I've used them for many 
years with complete satisfaction. 

While no such item is currently avail- 
able, a lighter-weight firing pin would also 
help, but too much reduction in weight 
would cause ignition problems unless 

compensated for by a more powerful 
mainspring producing heavier hammer 
blow. 

Quite frankly, I would like very much to 
see Colt do a little imaginative work in 
this area-a few minor modifications to 
the ignition system of the G.M. would 
make a fine gun even better 
in regard to safety. 

ByGEORGEBREDSTEN 

HANDGUN CARTRIDGES FOR BIG GAME-PART Ill 

T HE .38 Special handgunlcartridge 
combination can be very accurate 

and, with proper loads, powerful enough 
to take Category I: A big game. Although 
acceptable loads can be fired through the 
medium frame revolvers, the better .38 
Special loads should be fired through 
large frame revolvers; e.g., the Colt Single 
Action Armv or the S&W 38/44 Out- 
doorsman. However, these revolvers are 
not only scarce, they are also heavier 
and/or bulkier than some of the .357 Mag- 
num revolvers currently available. One 
could load maximum performance .38 
Special ammunition that would be safe 
ONLY in the T/C Contender or .357 Mag- 
num revolvers, but the practice cannot 
generally be recommended. Thus, for 
most big game handgun hunting pur- 
poses, the .38 Special can be considered 
as having been superceded by the .357 
Magnum. 

Whenever the .357 Magnum is men- 
tioned, either favorably or unfavorably, 
there often follows some of the strangest 
demonstrations of rationalization likely to 
be witnessed this side of a mental institu- 
tion. Many .nowhandgunners and even 
some handgunners of limited experience 
continue to believe the .357 Magnum to 
be a hand held piece of ordnance having 
the power of a howitzer! Even well known 
handgunners are sometimes given to mak- 
ing odd utterances. For example, one au- 
thor recently wrote that he considers the 
.357 Magnum to be suitable for use on 
animals to but not exceeding the size of 

spect-if not agree with-the man's opin- 
ion. However, in another publication, the 
same author describes a jaguar hunt 
where he carries and intends to use a Colt 
.38 Super. 

Now an adult jaguar would have to be 
suffering from extreme malnutrition or 
some other debilitating affliction not to 
exceed the size of an adult peccary (Col- 
lared or White-lipped species), and while 
the  . 38  Supe r  is a f ine handgun 
cartridge-neither as appreciated nor as 
popular as it perhaps should be-it is bal- 
listically inferior to the .357 Magnum. If it 
is not odd that individual bias can some- 
how enhance the capability of a favorite 
cartridge to the degree that the cartridge 
can perform beyond its potential, 'tis cer- 
tainly convenient! 

Although many different .357 Magnum 
loads have been and are being used to 
take big game, handgun hunters reporting 
big game kills to ABGHA indicate a de- 
cided preference for bullets (cast and/or 
jacketed) of from 140 to 175 grains. The 
favored jacketed bullets include the Speer 
140 gr. HP, the Sierra 150 gr. JHC,,the 
Remington 158 gr. SJHP (B22938), and 
the W-W 158 gr. JHP (B3574HP). The 
more popular cast bullets include the 
Hensley & Gibbs (H&G) numbers 4 3  and 
51; the Lyman numbers 358156,358429, 
358439 and 358477. A few handgun 
hunters reported using the Remington 
125 gr. SJHP (B22866), the Sierra 125 
gr. JHC or the Speer 125 gr. JHP, and 
listed performance as satisfactory only if 
broadside shots were made directly into peccary. Thus far each . - of,,& would re- 
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during hot humid days. Elk Suede lining eliminates this acid danger as well - I 

as reduces slippage to almost zero. 
6. SNAPS: Unique "Snap-Guard" precludes metal snap from contacting or scratching finish of gun. 
7. REAR WRAP-AROUND: 254 Holster for large auto-loading pistols. Features Safariland's exclusive 
Sight Track and Rear Wrap-Around &welted design for maximum strength. 
8. JACKET SLOT: Belt Loop reinforced with 14 guage steel and double row stitched with nylon. 
Design allows wearing jacket between holster & belt loop. Available only on 254 & 229. 

All Models shown feature same high quality advantages &engineering designs for which Safariland is noted. 
Prices shown are for lined holsters only, Plain or Basket. Cal. res. add 6% 10% shipping 
Send for our complete 1978 catalog. $2.00 

Model 229 
Plain Lined $30.95 

Basket Lined $32.95 

Model 29 Model 9 Model 11 A Model 10A 
Plain Lined $24.95 Plain Lined $31.95 Plain Lined $31.95 Plain Lined $28.95 

Basket Lined $27.95 Basket Lined $34.95 Basket Lined $33.95 Basket Lined $30.95 

Patented Patented 
r 

Patented 

. ,% . FROM THE COMPMI~Y THAT CARES 

1941 S. Walker, Dept. F, Monrovia, CA. 91 016 - 



For quick and 
easy reference 
AMERICAN 
HANDGUNNER 
MAGAZINE 
BINDERS 

Protect your American 
Handgunner Magazines for 
years to come with this 
handy "MAGAZINE COL- 
LECTOR." The attractive 
leather-like vinyl binder will 
hold up to two full years of 
The American Handgunner 
and can stand either hori- 
zontally or vertically on your 
shelves. Available in either 
red or black with gold trim, 
the binder is 8Y2" deep, 
11V2" high, and 4" wide. Its 
handy label holder makes 
identification easy. For quick 
and easy American Hand- 
gunner reference, order 
vours today! 

2 for $5.95 
4 for $1 0.95 
6 for. $1 4.95 

Min. order two. Be sure and specify color. 

Mail to: AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 
MAGAZINE BINDERS, 
591 Camino de la Reina 
San Diego, CA 92108 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
AMOUNT 

QUANTITY- COLOR__ ENCLOSED- 

I the thorax (lung cage). When other types 
of shots were tried, these bullets gave er- 
ratic performance. 

Based on reported performances as well 
as ~ersonal experience, there is little ques- 
tion that the H&G number 43 and the Ly- , man number 358429 are the bullets 
which produce the best all around results. 
These bullets almost always give complete 
penetration regardless of the angle for the 
shot, and as a result game generally trav- 
els less distance than when similarly hit by 
other types of bullets that do not normally 
give complete penetration. 

Interestingly enough, when only broad- 
side thorax shots are considered, the cast 
Lyman-Keith 358439 SWC HP gave the 
best reported bullet performance on big 
game. This bullet generally penetrates 
somewhat deeper and also causes greater 
tissue destruction than that of jacketed 
hollow point bullets of similar weight. 
Mention is made that there are two ver- 
sions of this bullet. One has the hollow ex- 
tending down to the crimp groove, 
whereas the other has the hollow extend- 
ing down to the lubrication groove. It is 
the latter version which has proven to be 
the more effective on big game. 

Despite rumor and gossip to the con- 
trary, Hercules 2400 is and continues to 
be the most popular powder for full power 
.357 Magnum loads. Most handgun hunt- 
ers report using from 14.0 to 15.5 grains 
with either cast or jacketed bullets. A 
check on two of the more popular re- 
ported loads gives the following: Using the 
Sierra 150 gr. JHC over 15.5 grs. of 2400 
in R-P .357 Magnum cases and the 
CCI 550 primers gave an average instru- 
mental velocity of 1288 fps from a six 
inch Ruger Security-Six revolver. The 
other load uses the Lyman-Keith 358439 
SWC HP over 15.0 grs. of 2400 in W-W 
357 Magnum cases and the CCI 550 
primers to give an average instrumental 
velocity of 1376 fps from a four inch 
S&W Model 19 revolver. Both of the 
above loads give under four inch groups 
at 50 yards, and under 10 inches at 100 
yards-factory iron sights and field shoot- 
ing positions. 

At this point it is appropriate to men- 
tion the fact that not all .357 Magnum re- 
volvers can use the H&G number 43 or 
the Lyman numbers 358429 and 358439 
bullets. When loaded in .357 Magnum 
cases so as to be crimped in the crimping 
groove, the overall length is too long to 
permit cylinder rotation; e.g., the Colt 
Python or the S&W Model 27. If the 

handgunner decides he will use one or 
more of these very fine cast bullet designs 
in his, for example, Colt Trooper MK 111, 
he has three options. First, he may use 
,357 Magnum cases and seat the bullet so 
as to be crimped just over the front driv- 
ing band. While this will result in a loaded 
cartridge having an acceptable overall 
length; pressure will be higher and the 
sharp corners will be rounded so as to re- 
duce the terminal efficiency of the bullet. 
Second, he may trim cases that amount 
which will permit the bullet to be seated 
and then crihiped in the crimping groove, 
yet still not exceed cylinder length. Since 
loads that are a safe maximum using regu- 
lar .357 Magnum cases are or can be in 
the shortened cases, if not dangerous, at 
least unnecessarily abusive to the hand- 
gun; it would be prudent to make an ap- - 
propriate reduction in the powder charge 
used. Third, he may seat and crimp these 
bullets in .38 Special cases using powder 
charges that are safe to shoot only in .357 
Magnum revolvers. This also requires 
careful load development and one needs 
to remember that the .38 Special case was 
NOT designed to be used with loads that 
develop the working pressure of the .357 
Magnum. Furthermore, a very dangerous 
situation exists if someone would inadver- 
tently attempt to use such loads in a .38 
Special revolver. 

For the handgunner who wants to use 
more effective cartridges, any of the fol- 
lowing with the proper ammunition can 
be used. If only commercial ammunition 
is to be used, two of the better choices are 
the .41 Magnum and the .45 ACP. Both 
give excellent accuracy and have ample 
power for this type of big game. When 
handloaded ammunition is to be used, the 
.44-40, .44 Special and .45 Colt are all 
first rate choices. Some may wonder why 
the .44-40 is included, because until fairly 
recent it was a moribund cartridge. How- 
ever, there now appears to be an increas- 
fng interest in this cartridge among hand- 
gun hunters, and the "Dakota" Single Ac- 
tion is one revolver currently available in 
.44-40 chambering. Other cartridges such 
as the .357 Herrett, the .357 Auto Mag, 
the .44 Auto Mag, the .44 Magnum and 
the .45 Berserker are also quite suitable 
for such game. Yet when one considers 
the comparative accuracy, power and per- 
formance of various cartridges together 
with the size and weight of different hand- 
guns, it would be difficult to select a sig- 
nificantly better choice than the .44 Spe- 
cial. (Continued on page 16) 
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no contest! As soon as you mention "hunt- 
n" you eliminate the whole field of also rans. 

with the only sports pistol which was designed 
hunting. Pick your range and target (100 yards 
varmints or big game) Contender offers a cart- 
I/gun/scope combination that will out perform 

the best of them. Contender offers 21 different inter- 
changeable barrels for such cartridges as .22 Hornet, .222 
Rem., .256 Win., .357 Mag., .44 Mag., .30/30 Win. It even 

offers the "top two wildcats", .30 and .357 Herrett, which 
are not about to be beaten by standard factory fodder. 

Hell no! We're not humble - but we're not wrong either. 
Write and see! 

THOMPSONICENTER ARMS 
ROCHESTER,  NEW H A M P S H I R E  03867 
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If Colt does in fact reintroduce their 
very fine Single Action Army and/or their 
New Frontier in this caliber, if Ruger 
would chamber their Blackhawk Model 
for it, or if S&W could be convinced of 
the need to reintroduce their Model 24- 
many a handgun hunter would then have 
the opportunity to obtain and use what 
some very experienced handgun hunters 
still consider to be the best handgun car- 
tridge for big game hunting. 

Whatever the choice, it should be such 
that adequate performance can be 
achieved under or during less than ideal 
hunting conditions. It is suggested that the 
conscientious and responsible handgun 
hunter select a cartridge of from about 40 
to 45  caliber which can be used in a hand- 
gun that is both practical to carry and 
shoot. It is true that what may be practical 
to carry and shoot for one person may be 
a ludicrous choice for another, but when 
the weight and size of any handgun begin 
to approximate that of a carbine, one be- 
gins to question the 
logic of such a choice. 

Book Review: 
ALASKAN HUNTER, , by  Roy F. 

Chandler. Bacon and Freeman Publish- 
ers, Box 411, Deer Lake, Pennsylvania 
17961 1977. $16.00 

As the title suggests, this is a book about 
hunting in the 'great land.' For the most 
part, the writing techniques are informal 
yet the author conveys his thoughts very 
well. Many amusing and interesting anec- 
dotes about himself, a friend or a hunting 
associate are used to illustrate and empha- 
size important points. Most species of 
Alaskan big game are given adequate dis- 
cussion, and there are chapters devoted to 
such topics as scopes/binoculars; knives; 
camping; wild game meals; and a brief 
but excellent chapter on hunting philoso- 
vhv. 

Although Mr. Chandler is primarily a 
rifleman hunter, there is material within 
the book that pertains to handguns and 
handgun hunting. However, one tends to 
become somewhat skeptical about the 
depth of the author's handgun hunting 
knowledge as well as his ability of realis- 
tically relate an accomplishment. In this 
respect Mr. Chandler demonstrates a 
rather sophomoric attitude, even though 
he has undoubtedly taken some big game 
with the handgun. Two examples of this 
apparent attitude are manifested on pages 
37 and 71 respectively: 

"I was surprised, for example, that 
my .44 Magnum pistol, which uses a 
Keith type 240 grain lead bullet cast 
pretty hard with tin and antimony, 
out penetrated my .300 Weatherby at 
50 and 75 yards." 

"I shot and killed a running caribou 
with one shot through the spine from 
my Ruger .44 Magnum at 165 paces. 

I did not and still do not consider this 
a great feat. I personally know a num- 
ber of pistol shooters here at Ft. 
Greely th.@. c p ~ l t ) , ~ o t h e . s ~ m e  with ," 
ease." * - .'Â ",, -"'; ', ' . '  . L 

,* 
r .'. 

Any experienced handgun hunter, who 
has actually used a full power Keith load 
in any of the larger sixgun calibers to take 
big game, already knows what Mr. 
Chandler "recently and surprisingly" dis- 
covered; i.e., bullet penetration in big 
game is significantly greater for the sixgun 
than for most rifle bullets. 

Now I have witnessed some mighty fine , 
handgun shooting by some truly expert 
field shooters, and have even been for- 
tunate to make a few good shots myself, 
but I know of no handgunner who can hit 
running game in the spine at around 150 
yards with one shot! As a matter of fact, I 
know of no responsible rifleman who will 
make such a claim. Such shooting can 
only be nonchalantly accomplished as a 
matter of routine over the sights of a type- 
writer! 

To this reviewer's mind, one of Mr. 
Chandler's most noteworthy comments is 
his emphasis on using a cartridge having 
adequate power for the species being 
hunted. This represents a welcomed 
change from the usual drivel of so many 
writers who bleat words to the effect that 
all a person need do is use a firearm that 
can be shot accurately. Because one can 
shoot a .30-06 accurately does not mean 
that the cartridge is a suitable choice for 
large big game under all conditions. Mr. 
Chandler sums it up succinctly by saying: 
"Learn to use the right kind of rifle or stay 
home!" 

All in all, ALASKAN, HUNTER is a 
book that can be recomm'ended and it is a 
book any hunter will find generally both 
informative and interesting-Geo Bred- 
sten < 

' SHOULDER 
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HOLSTER #7 
for Â 
Double Action Â 
Revolvers 
and Automatics 
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The perfect spring shoulder lion. Available at dealers or 
holster ... lightweight, made by mail. Â with smooth unoiled glazed Write for  Free Catalog for 
leather for maximum corn- all details on complete 
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T H E  MAGNIF ICENT CLASSIC 

T H E  ENGRAVING WORLD HAS B E E N  WAITING FOR 

Chapter 1 -DESIGN& LAYOUT- what i s  good layout.. . drawing 
scrolls, leaves, flowers, mythological figures, ribbons, borders 
. . . enlarging basic scroll into design. . . transferring to steel  

Chapter 2 - MATERIALS - listing/photos of engravers' tools.. . 
how they work.. . how to sharpen & maintain cutting edge.. . gold 
for inlays/how to buy.. .how to plan/make your own vise/tools 

Chapter 3 - ANATOMY - effect of muscle & limb on "look" of 
animal.. . drawings/picturesof biggame/small game/fowl/birds/ 
dogs/bear/cats in many poses.  . . good v s  bad animal engraving 

Chapter 4 - LETTERING - Gothic, Roman, Old English, Script 
alphabets.. .laying out let ters . .  . tools  to cut..  . nameplates, 
monograms, ini t ials  .. . designinglbuildinglusing tool sharpener 

Chapter 5 - The CAMERA, ANOTHER TOOL - u s e  to enlarge/ 
reduce patterns, layouts, designs. .  . transferringpatterns.. .for 
doing animal/human studiesto engravefmm.. . trace/copy figures 

Chapter 6 - BEGINNING TO ENGRAVE - tools to use . .  . howto 
make cut . .  . howto hold tools for different cuts/effects/shading/ 
movement in pattern. . .how to hold hammer.. . floorplates to copy 
using engravers v i se . .  .using hand gravers.. .practice plates 

Chapter 7 -ADVANCED ENGRAVING - shaping special gravers/ . 
tools . .  . gold wire borders, outlines, scrol ls . .  . gold wire inlay/ 
sheet goldinlay/repousse gold inlay.. . h i n d f i n i s h i n g  high re- 
lief engraving.. . numerous floor plate designs.. . scroll p la tes  

Chapter 8 - The GRAVERMEISTER - complete introduction, dis 
cussion ofthisnewtool . .  . control, versatility, work capabilities 

THE ART OF ENGRAVING brings to the reader - for the  first 
time ever - a complete, authoritative, imaginative and detailed 
introduction and training in the  art of gun engraving. It i s  a 
supremely unique .book, for not only does i t  sweep aside the  
mystery which h a s  surrounded engraving throu& the  centuries, 
but i t  factually, simply and in laymen's terms te l l s  you how to 
engrave. Unlike so many so-called "instruction manuals", The 
Art of Engraving does not assume you know anything about en- 
graving. You start at  the beginning by learning to draw scrolls  & 
layouts, then cut practice plates until you are sure enough of 
your ability to actually proceed to designing a pattern, trans- 
ferringit to agun and cutting i t  into the steel. Whether ou want 
to learn to engrwe now.. .think you might l ike to  in de  future . . .or simply wish to broaden our knowledge of the art to b e  

a b l e  to better judge the  wik o t o t h e r s  ( a s  you will learn to tell 
the good from the bad- and know why), th i s  i s  the book for you. 

Deluxe First Edition 
A Magnificently beautiful book. Deluxe hard-boundcloth covers. 

ecial way to l i e  flat on your bench. Printed on the :%: idyf in i shed  coated paper available (so exceptional a 
special mill-run was made). Extensive u s e  of color throughout 
highli t s  designs/illustrations/pictures. Absolutely no effort 
spare ? to make i t  an instant c lass ic  a s  a work of art in i t s  own 
right as a book -not withstanding the  almost mind-boggling pro" 
fusion of drawings, photographs, illustrations, designs,layouts, 
technical information, instructions, detai ls  and s teps  given to 
teach you to engrave. 

Complete - Authoritative 
208 extremely handsome 8% x 11 pages. Over 1378 photographs, 
drawings, designs, layouts, illustrations. Hundreds of examples 
of master engravers' work to show specific s les,  handling of 
designs, useof different techniques and the ef ? ect  they achieve. 
Thoroughly cross-referenced index with over 600 entr ies  make 
locating a specific tool, design, letter, technique fast and easy. 
Comprehensive listing of important & useful reference books of 
design, engraving, metal work. Complete names & addresses of 
suppliers of all the tools, equipment, precious metals, books, 
that are discussed and used throu&out the book. 

Enclosed please find a check or money order (or in full payment for copies of 
I "The Art of Engraving" at $19.95 each, plus 52e per copy for postage and handling. I 
I I 

MAIL CHECK OR M.O. TO: I SEND BOOKS TO: 1 
GUNS MAGAZINE I NAMF 

I 



k. COP TALK 

COMBAT STANCES FOR POLICE 

ecades, American police and de- 
fense-minded civilians have been PoR 

taught that in a close-quarters firefight, it 
was best to shoot "from the hip," and the 
only real debate was the "FBI Crouch" 
versus the Bill Jordan school of "don't 
move anything but your gun-hand. 

Lately, however, serious thinkers have 
come to accept the idea of using both 

hands and eye-level aim even at ranges of 
seven yards and less. This approach 
makes mucho sense. 

As a policeman and a combat weapons 
instructor, I have had the opportunity to 
interview and tape record a large number 
of cops and troopers who have survived 
shootouts. Most of them were trained to 
shoot from the hip, crouching or other- 

Turret stance is favored for accuracy by PPC shooters. 
Shown is John DeChellis, National Champion in 1974. 

wise, at close-range; training tells, and 
most of them did the same under pres- 
sure. The result was that, time and again, 
they would utter the phrase: "I can't 
understand how I missed him that close." 

Most of them were relatively good 
shots. Many of them were interviewed by 
me only after they had recuperated from 
gun and knife wounds. Typical was the 
metro patrolman who wore an honestly 
earned Expert badge and missed three 
shots from the hip at his assailant, at a 
range of three and a half feet! His as- 
sailant, however, had raised his gun, taken 
a quick aim, and shot the officer an inch 
to the side of his heart. I play the tape re- 
cording of that officer's remembrances to 
my ~ o l i c e  classes, and they never fail to 
shudder when he tells of the aftermath of 
this close encounter. 

Clearly, hip-shooting doesn't work terri- 
bly well in real life. It's great on the firing 
range, when the target is a paper silhou- 
ette that obligingly stands still for you, and 
when you have time to get your feet 
planted and your body indexed to the tar- 
get while the rangemaster is droning his 
commands. But it doesn't work on the 
street because, without your feet planted 
just so and without sights, there is no way 
to index your aim at your opponent! If 
you must turn offcenter to fire, the gun 
now swings at the end of a pendulum that 
is your arm, a pendulum loose on three 
joints (shoulder, elbow, wrist), and the 
muzzle will probably go by him before you 
fire. 

Jeff c o d e r  and his free-style combat 
shooting disciplines proved as early as the 
1950's that the difference in speed be- 
tween a one-hand hipshot and a two-hand 
roughly aimed one, could be measured in 
milliseconds. Yet the hit percentage is 
enormously increased. 

Though hip shooting at seven years and 
less is still taught to most of our police, 
forward-thinking instructors generally re- 
alize that it is obsolete. Even the Smith & 
Wesson Academy with its advanced but 
FBI-influenced methods, now permits stu- 
dents to bring the gun up to chest level at 
close range, where the gun can be visually 
indexed in the periphery of the shooter's 
vision. 

The real choice in a combat stance is no 
longer one hand versus two; it is the 
Weaver stance versus what Col. Cooper 
calls the "Fairbairn Isosceles" position, 
which I prefer to recognize as the "McGee 
Turret" stance. 

Contrary to common belief among 
handgunners, the Weaver stance is not 
merely a two handed hold. Properly 
executed, one stands with the feet about 
18 inches apart, with the foot on the non- 
gunhand-side slightly forward. The elbow 
of the supporting hand is sharply bent to 
create a springy recoil-absorber effect. 
The gunhand pushes the pistol forward 
into the support hand, which pushed back 
against it, both with about forty pounds 
pressure. The elbow of the gun arm is 

. Â ¥ .  . AMERICAN HANDGUNNER * MAY/JUNE 1978 

aÂ£-., - . - . ;A;!.- - * .  - ,:. - ..* , - ,  . . 



bent in the "pure" Weaver stance, though 
Cooper's highest-achieving student, for- 
mer World Champion Ray Chapman, pre- 
fers to lock the elbow of his shooting arm. 

While not quite as precise in slow-fire 
accuracy as the locked-wrists-and-elbows 
of the PPC competition shooter, the 
Weaver stance does permit more accurate 
rapid fire with a full-power gun, due to 
that shock absorber effect of the bent el- 
bows, and the forward-and-backward pres- 
sure exerted on the grip. 

The McGee Turret position pays no 
great attention to foot position, on the 
theory that when you go for your gun in 
the face of imminent danger, you don't 
have time to do a quick dance-step and 
get into position. The elbows are locked, 
with the arms straight out, at eye level or 
slightly below. The entire torso locks rig- 
idly, in effect becoming a gun turret that 
pivots at the hips. While Fairbairn may 
have been the first to put this method into 
a manual, the man who popularized it in 
the United States was Lt. Frank McGee, 
head of the NYCPD Firearms Section. 
Frank had analyzed thousands of gun- 
fights, and come to the same conclusion 
that I and others arrived at later: hipshoot- 
ing didn't work, and the best chance for a 
quick, instant hit was a swiftly-taken two 
hand hold at eye level. 

An advantage of the turret position is 
that it works quite well even when urgency 
or darkness prevent you from seeing your 
sights. With the arms locked in front of 
you in an isosceles triangle, and your up- 
per body muscles rigidly tense, your head 
turns where your eyes look, and the gun 
automatically follows. If there really is 
such a thing as "instinct shooting," the 
McGee stance achieves it most effectively. 

It is also easier to learn and train with. 
The Weaver stance, though highly effec- 
tive for a committed shooter who prac- 
tices heavily, won't be quite natural for 
someone who only qualifies a couple of 
times a year. The exact alignment of the 
bent arms is something that the individual 
will have to fumble for. But thrusting the 
arms all the way out in front and locking 
them is quick, easy, natural. 

While the top free-style shooters favor 
the Weaver stance, most of the ace PPC 
shooters use the locked-elbow turret posi- 
tion, even though no part of their course 
requires them to face an off-center target. 
There are, however, some notable excep- 
tions. Record setting police combat 
shooters like Jim Cirillo and Frankie May 
both bend their elbows slightly when 
shooting, though their arm contours are 
parallel to each other, not asymmetrical as 
in the Weaver stance. 

It is significant that the free-style shoot- 
ers, who are going mainly for time, use 

I 
Weaver's brainchild, while the PPC shoot- 
ers, who are holding unhurriedly on the X- 
ring, by and large favor the isosceles hold. 
The first is better for fast shooting of hard 
kicking guns, and the second is more 
steady and precise. What puts me in favor 

, of the latter for police and civilian self de- 
fense training is that it is more natural and 
easy to learn, and probably more effective 
in darkness. 

Either is vastly superior to shooting 
from the hip in either the FBI or the Jordan 
style. It worked for Bill because he was 
and is a superb and highly practiced shot, 
who by dint of his experience and his su- 
perb reflexes and coordination learned to 
make a bullet go where he wanted it to 
without really indexing his body, his feet, 
or his gunsights. Few of us can learn to 
"think a bullet home" in the same man- 
ner. 

The FBI crouch, modified to both- 
hands, eye-level or point-shoulder shoot- 
ing, still has its good points. Many people 
find that the crouch somehow lets them 
get the gun up and "on" quicker, myself 
included, and many find that it balances 
them better. Standing straight up with a 
.45 or a Magnum at the end of your arms, 
it is entirely possible to be pushed slightly 
off-balance by the recoil, especially if 
you're standing on an uneven surface. 
Real-life shootouts oft unfold in ice-cov- 
ered alleyways and sidewalks, and on tene- 

Weaver Stance or McGee Turret? The 
choice is yours, but predicate that deci- 
sion on what's most natural for you. Try 
them both, extensively, on surprise targets 
at different angles, and not just planting 
your feet and facing down range. Each has 
its good points and bad. And either will 
probably save your life more effectively 
than a "shot from the hip" when the chips 
hit the table quick and a fast hit is your 
only hope 
of survival. 

El D O R A D O $ ~ ~ Ã  
Top quality cowhidw, s t d  reinforced, toft leather 
m e d .  SPECIFY: nome 6 model of gun, caliber, b a n d  
lmgth. ACTUAL lirawr.mmt wh-r. worn. Choice of Plain, 
i i k t t w e a v ,  or F l o r a l . .  . Black. Brawn or Natural color. 
Return in 10 days for d u n d  if  not satisfied (when ordering 
add 11.75 for ihinnmo . . Colil .  Re,. odd 6% SÃ§lÃ Toul 
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COMBAT PISTOL WORK 
The finest custom work on all hand- 
guns. Action work, throating, spe- 
cial sights, hard chrome. Send 

I 1 SASE for orice list. LAWRENCE & 
ment staircases, and a rookie who has 
never shot anyplace but a paved firing 
range may learn the hard way that balance 
is more important than anyone told him. 

FOR SHOOTERS! 
Rugged new lens gives you unparalleled clarity, 
yet is virtually unbreakable and won't scratch*! 

distortion free glasses. 
ooting optics industry, are % Available in six colors with 
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and- are viftually unbreakable. Semi- Dealers inquire. 
ruction eliminates glare a ym of Sight Saving end f r a d  interference. High relief 

adjustable bridge keeps 
. Plastic tipped earpieces 
able, secure fit. 

- Wftether ribu're a target, benchrest, porting Optics 
er, law enforce- 842 Broadway, mpt.  AH^ 
ter, you'll shoot New York, New York 10003 

WUer, safer, <Wi%-e fine American- @Copyright 1978, tiudson Optical Corporation 
- ,<.* - ,, 'Sft'r'" q.'%-as. * ,̂  'y s + Ã̂ e' ' - . 6 7 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 



A LOOK AT FULL-LENGTH SIZING 
By DAN COTTERMAN 

should be noted by all who reload 
handgun cartridges-especially the IT 

magnum types-that resizing dies are ma- 
chined internally so as to introduce a 
small amount of taper in the body of the 
resized case. The result is a case dimen- 
sion that is slightly larger near the head or 
web area than at the mouth. The taper is 
intentional, not accidental, because if the 
die were machined so as to reduce the 
case to a maximum amount for its full 
length it would tend to rest on the bottom 
of the chamber and bulge irregularly 
when fired. Also worth noting is the fact 
that, in the event just cited, the bullet 
would not be positioned in correct align- 
ment with the forcing cone in the cham- 
ber with the result that more bullet upset 
would occur to detract from accuracy. 

Another unfavorable feature of resizing 
straight-sided cases to the same overall 
diameter lies in the web area's resistance 
to diameter reduction. If, considering the 
foregoing, a case were to be resized with- 
out taper, a bulge would appear at the 
junction of the wall and the web. 

If you have a resizing die that does not 
produce a slight taper in magnum re- 
volver hulls it is a good idea to resize no 
more than a distance that is equal to the 

depth to which you intend to seat the bul- 
let. An exception will be found in reload- 
ing for a revolver cylinder whose cham- 
bers vary in diameter. In this instance full- 
length resizing to minimum chamber di- 
mensions will be necessary. 

Though not a particularly strong con- 
cern with straight (though not parallel) 
walled cases, the matter of concentricity 
of the reloaded cartridge becomes impor- 
tant when we consider so-called bottle- 
necked types. These are, almost without 
exception, handloaded for an ever in- 
creasing number of single-shot handguns 
. which is well represented in the 
Thompson/Center Contender series as 
well as Remington's XP-100 and numer- 
ous custom creations. 

Bottle-necked or shouldered ammo 
spills over into handloading for autoload- 
ers and revolvers, too. However, con- 
centricity is of more critical importance 
with some of the longer rounds used in the 
single shots where the likes of the .222 
Remington, .25-35 Winchester, .30-30 
Winchester and others mav be custom 
loaded for long-range performance. 

Unfortunately, a number of handload- 
ers have the wrong idea -o r  no idea at 
all-about the concentricity of loaded car- 

tridges and how it should be checked. We 
are indebted to Fred Huntington of 
Omark-RCBS for information regarding 
concentricity and experiments. The meth- 
ods of manufacture used by RCBS and 
other makers of quality reloading dies is 
such as to render eccentricity in the neck 
of full-length resizing dies extremely un- 
likely; however, RCBS undertook testing 
of both factory and handloaded ammo in 
order to determine relative degrees of ec- 
centricity. The results are fascinating and 
revealing. 

The ammunition was placed on a pre- 
cision surface plate in a V-block. Then, us- 
ing a dial indicator sensitive to l/10,000th 
of an inch, an average bullet misalign- 
ment of 2'/2/10,000 (.0025-inch) was dis- 
covered to exist in a sample of forty 
rounds in two different calibers. To bal- 
ance the test, a set of full-length resizing 
dies was taken from stock, a cast being 
made for a preliminary concentricity 
check. The results indicated less eccen- 
tricity than was found in the samples of 
factory ammunition. However, when the 
same dies were used to handload a test 
sample of empty cases, the same .0025- 
inch average eccentricity was noted. 

The fact that ammunition may show 
some tiny eccentricity of bullet alignment 
may be attributed to such factors as brass 
"memory" or spring-back and possibly to 
a lack of concentricity in case neck wall 
thickness. The handloading tool manufac- 
turer accepts the responsibility for making 
full-length resizing dies as accurately as 
machining techniques will allow and gen- 
erally meets the r ponsibility admirably. fe The manufactur r cannot, however, take 
the blame for a lack of uniformity in car- 
tridge cases. 

Other significant anomalies may pre- 
sent difficulties. A loaded round will lie at 
the bottom of the chamber and, when 
fired, will expand upward. Since its center 
axis was not in line with the axis of the 
chamber, it will take on a shape that is not 

(Continued on page 64) 
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The barrel sighting rib and 
ejector rod housing i r e  a 
rugged, integral unit, made 
of  eat-treated stainless or  
chrome molybdenum steels. 

dt,,frngap: 
The rear sight provided on 
Security-Six models is  ad- 

Note: With the trigger re- justable for windage and ele- 
leased and transfer-bar with- vation. 
drawn below the f ir ing pin, 
the hammer nose rests di- 
rectly on the frame and can- 
not contact the f ir ing pin. 

FIELD STRIPPED VIEW 

These are the revolvers created by Ruger engineers who In addition to traditional Ruger quality and dependable 
started with a fresh sheet of paper and an unlimited performance, the shooter enjoys the advantages of the 
budget! There is nothing in the design of these Ruger durable stainless steel mechanism parts, even in standard 
double action revolvers which is there simply because blued models. 
"it has always been done that way"; nothing which re- 
flects a commitment to outmoded production methods 
or obsolescent factory facilities. Representing a signifi- 
cant improvement in design, these revolvers incorporate 
creative Ruger engineering, sophisticated manufacturing i x  Revolver i n  

techniques, and superior materials. 
The Ruger design philosophy of strength, simplicity, 

and ease of maintenance has been applied throughout 
the design of these revolvers. Composed of a series of 
integrated subassemblies, the Ruger double action re- 
volver can be field stripped to its basic components in 
seconds, without the use of tools. The entire lock mech- Police service-six Re- 

anism is installed through the bottom of the gripframe 
as a unit, permitting the use of solid frame side-walls 
which contribute to the great strength of these revolvers. 
The complex milled-out frames and delicately fitted side- 
plates of other double action revolvers, and the difficul- 
ties of maintenance and weaknesses inherent in older 
designs are eliminated entirely. 

The finest materials are used in Ruger double action 
revolvers. Music wire or stainless steel coil springs are Ruger Speed-Six Revolver with 

compact round bu t t  i n  357 Mag- 
used throughout and frames, cranes, cylinders, and barrels num para'bellum 38 Special (blued model and 9 only) mm 
are of heat-treated stainless or chrome molybdenum c a l i b e r s  w i t h  f i x e d  s ights.  

steels. Most of the small internal parts of all models of Choice of  2%" or 4" barrel i n  
blued finish or  stainless steel. 

Ruger double action revolvers are made RUGER, Security-Six, service-Six, and Speed-Six are registered /.* U. S. t y e m a r k s  ,.: y y '  . '  
. . .  ,;p.: :1,',;:.,F..'Â¥.Â¥ /.,:; 

- - FOR YOUR COPY OF A FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG OF ALL RUGER FIREARMS, WRITE DEPT. AH 

STURM, RUGER & Company, Inc. 
Southport, Connecticut 06480 U. S. A. 
ALL RUGER FIREARMS ARE DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED IN RUGER FACTORIES IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 



ANDGUN silhouette shooting has en- Cooper, Dean ~rinnetl, ' '  Hal Swiggett, H joyed a brief but swift-moving his- .J. D. 'Jones and others. Match Directors 
any other shooting were Dale Miller, Dutch Snow and Jurras. 

tion and Club d e  Auto Mag Interna- oe&itted. Shootinewas fr&style; off- . - 
tionale, the event was titled; t he First Na- han~~itting, kneeling or rone. ~ r tional Handgun Metallic Silhouette The basic'match was orty shots, ten 
Cham pionship. - each at the four banksof silhouette targets 
,On hand for the match were well known in five shot strings. Each contestant fired 

pistol shooters and writers such as Jeff . one shot at each target in the bank, then 

repeated the'course of fire for a total of. 
forty 'shots. A total of \ifty-three shooters 
competed ip this match.. The seeds were- 
planted, -although they w'uld take a full 
y k  to properly gemiilate.- 

Three iignificani tournaments were, 
held in 1976. John' Adams, one of tte 
competitors at Tucson, formed the West- 
ernHandgurt Metallic Silhouette Associa- 
tion with Ray Chapman and held what was 
palled the Western Regional 'champion- 
ships in San Fernando, Calif. Ron Ricci, 
of Medford, Massachpetts, held the first 
Eastern Regional championships at Camp 
Curtis Guild in Reading, Mass. over the 
Labor Day -weekend with- ninety-tho reg- 
istered shooters. % . '. .. 
Less than a month later, on' October 

1-2-3, the 1976 National Championships .' 



were held in El Paso, Texas. The title of 
the tournament on the program. read: 
1976 National Hunting Handgun Silhou- 
ette Championships. It was hosted by the 
Fort Bliss Rod & Gun club and spark- 
plugged by the late Tom Beall, one of the 
1975 Tucson competitors. Fifty-seven 
competed in the matches. - 

Basic rules of the 1976 championships 
were similar to the Tucson match with a 
few important exceptions. Any pistol of 
any caliber was allowed, the only restric- 
tion being a sight radius not to exceed 15 
inches and an overall weight not to exceed 
4% pounds. 

Led by John Adams, who proposed the 
idea, a group of interested shooters held a 
meeting during the El Paso match for the 
purpose of forming a nationwide associa- 
tion. Representatives were on hand from 
all areas where handgun silhouette shoot- 
ing was active from Canada to Mexico. 
Well known pistolems such as George 
Nonte, Hal Swiggett, Lee Jurras and 
others were on hand. 

With Ray Chapman as moderator, the 
first order of business was to select a 
name. I made the motion which was unan- 
imously approved: International Handgun 
Metallic Silhouette Association, thus 
IHMSA. 

John Adams was elected Executive Di- 
rector for the 1976-1977 year and a sever 

meter rams during 1976 National 
Championships, in El Paso, Texas. 

member council was appointed to serve as 
an advisory committee. 

Left:  In windstorms, targets are 
nailed to wooden stands; bullet 

shes are , the.n scpnei-d , as hits. 
T --t . . 
, , , , r ' I r i  - 
- - D .  . . I 

Right: Competitor f i res at 200 

All the previous matches were hashed 
over and every idea that anyone had was 
aired and discussed The primary desire of 
all hands was to create a standard set of 
rules so any shooter could attend a match 
anywhere in the country, knowing he 
could use his same equipment and shoot 
by the same rules. 

It was obvious to everyone at the meet- 
ing that the major problem developing 
without a set of standard rules waa that in 
view of the rapid progress and interest in 
handgun silhouette shooting, plus a lack 

Angeles range in San Fernando has 
tricky, cross-canyon terrain. The 
turkey and ram targets are visible 
in this panoramic photograph. 

of information on the subject, clubs here 
and there would simplyreach up in the air 
and bring down whatever kind of local' 
rules or regulations they could in order to 
sponsor a match. After a couple years bf 
wildcat matches, a shooter wishing to 
compete in, say, five different matches 
around the country would have to have 
five different guns to shoot by five differ- 
ent sets of rules. 
Thus, the major decision was the crea- 

tion of two categories, a stock production 
class open to all handgunners and an un- 
limited category to encourage the de- 
velopment of long range handgunning to 
itÃ ultimate degree, the only two limita- 
tions being a 15-inch sight radius and a 
maximum weight of 4+ pounds. No scope 
sights to be allowed in'either category. 

Three more months would pass before 
the germinated seeds would fully sprout 
and then burst forth in full bloom. 

The first match sanctioned by IHMSA 
was held on January 8-9, 1977 at the An- 
geles range in San Fernando, California, 
and suddenly it was a madhouse race. The 
Executive Director's office was being 
swmped with membership applications 
and requests for match dates from all di- 
rections including Alaska, Canada, Aus- 

(Continued on page 68) 
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The OMC 
A Preference for an Outside Hammer Sparked 

this Interesting Gunsmithing Job 

WOOD 

0 VER the past two years, the OMC 
Back-up has gained wide acceptance 

as a second or off-duty pistol for the po- 
liceman, and as a first-line gun for others 
who can legally carry a concealed firearm. 
Produced by Harry Sanford of Auto-Mag 
fame, this little stainless steel .380 is made 
by Ordnance Manufacturing Corporation, 
a subsidiary of TDE Marketing Corpora- 
tion (1 1658 McBean Drive, El Monte, CA 
91732). Its performance and features 
have been well-covered, in GUNS and in 
other magazines. When I first examined 
one of these nistols. I was imnressed bv 
the clean design, and such good features 
as the separate breech block, recessed 
safety lever and trigger bar, and other fine 
points. 

A few months ago a friend who owns an 
OMC Back-up commented that while he 
was well-satisfied with the gun, he wished 

it had an external hammer. The manual 
safety of the OMC blocks the sear, and it 
also has a grip-type safety, so carrying it 
"cocked-and-locked" is not all that dan- 
gerous. My friend, however, apparently 
had been too long under my influence, 
and carrying with hammer cocked over a 
live round made him nervous. So, with the 
OMC, he just carried it with a full maga- 
zine and emntv chamber. If a serious so- , , 
cia1 situation arose, he would have to cycle 
the slide before the first shot. Since the 
Back-Up has a pivoting internal hammer, 
I suggested that it might be possible to 
convert it to an external hammer. If so, 
the hammer could be gently let down on a 
chambered round, and would need only to 
be thumb-cocked for the first shot. My 
friend handed me the OMC and said "Try 
it!" 

Making an entire new hammer might 

' 1 
have been the best wav to go. but I 
thought it could be done  by just 'making 
an extension piece, using the original 
hammer. So, I drilled and tapped the top 
of the hammer to take a headless 6-48 
screw, and mated this to a small block of 
stainless steel with a vertical measurement 
that brought its top edge level with the 
outer top of the slide. 

Next, J cut a slot the width of the ham- 
mer and extension in the top of the slide, 
down the back, and continued the cut into 
the back of the frame. The separate 
breech block has several adequate bear- 
ing surfaces for strength, but just to be ex- 
tra-safe I left a small top bridge at the rear 
of the breech block, and cut the extension 
piece to clear this. The slide cut neatly re- 
moved the rear sight notch, but the deep 
rounded groove ahead of the sight can still 
serve as a "combat sight," and anyway, 
who's going to use this pistol for serious 
target work? 

The flat top of the hammer extension 
was deeply cross-grooved to match the top 
of the breech block, and the edges were 
left sharp to give a good thumb-grip. The 



next step was to reshape the top rear por- 
tion of the slide to allow thumb contact 
through the entire arc of the hammer. 
Rather than just rounding it off, I decided 
to keep it in line with the symmetry of the 

- original design, and cut it flat on top, with 
a wide bevel at the rear. 

The OMC has a full-reach firing pin. 
That is, when the hammer is down, the tip 

; of the firing pin protrudes through the 
' . breech face. My original intention was to 

convert it to an inertia system, so the ham- 
mer could be fully lowered on a live 
round. Since the extension added mass to 
the hammer, it should deliver a heavier 
blow, and the firing pin could be short- 
ened to an inertia type, right? Wrong. For- 

'\t tunately, I made the new shorter firing pin 
from scratch, and saved the original. As it 
turned out, I needed it. 

Here's what went wrong: The original 
firing pin in the OMC is very small, and 

I very light. To function properly, an iner- 
tial firing pin must have a certain amount 
of weight in itself, and the close proximity 

6 

I 
of other pans in the Back-up would not 
allow a larger, heavier firing pin to be 

No. it's not a rare variation, 
just an OMC Back-up 380 with 
an outside hammer, shown here 
with the hammer at full cock. 

Comparison of the customized OMC with Spur of the new hiv.,..ier extension comiu.. jerilously close to the shooter's 
external hammer an unaltered original. hand at full recoil and those with fleshy hands may have some problems. 

. . 
. . 
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Clearance below hammer in frame allows hammer "whip"' during recoil. 

used. Secondly, the hammer extension, 
while adding some weight, also slowed the 
fall of the hammer. The result of these 
combined factors was a series of misfires. 
As they say, back to the old drawing 
board, and my compliments to the OMC 
engineers for a finely-balanced full-reach 
system. 

Since the cocking spur of my hammer 
extension was well-shrouded against being 
accidentally struck from the rear, I finally 
settled on cutting a semi-safety step on the 
lower front of the hammer, to hold it at 

rest a small distance away from the head 
of the firing pin. This was not a true safety 
step, as trigger pressure would still drop 
the hammer. The movement, however, 
was only about a sixteenth of an inch, and 
in repeated tests would not even dent a 
primer. With this semi-safety step, the 
original full-length firing pin could be 
used, and there were no more misfires. 

At this point in the proceedings, my 
friend asked if there were some simple 
way to cancel the grip safety. I drilled a 
small hole in the bottom of the grip frame, 

Customized OMC below barely shows 
the added hammer extension which 
is partially hidden by the s l ide.  

just to the rear of the magazine release, 
and installed a screw to extend into a hole 
in the bottom of the grip safety piece, 
locking it in the depressed position. If any- 
one wanted it to function again, simply re- 
moving the screw would restore its opera- 
tion. 

Finally, we took our new creation out to 
the range, where it ran flawlessly through 
two boxes of .380's. It was noted that 
while we had no difficulty, the spur of the 
hammer extension during recoil came 
perilously close to the shooter's hand, and 
someone with more flesh in that area 
might possibly be nipped by it. Even so, I 
think it worked out well. The manual safe- 
ty function is unchanged, and having one 
"up the spout," as the British say, makes 
the first shot available by just flicking 
back the hammer. In regard to the cost, 
any competent gunsmith should be able to 
do this alteration for around fifty dollars. 

I think it's important to point out that 
this entire job falls into the experimental 
category, and I don't feel that a hundred 
rounds would come anywhere close to 
being a definitive test. Could the screw- 
mounted hammer piece break off? Could 
a sharp blow on the spur break the sear or 
sear step, allowing accidental firing? Un- 
likely, but anything is possible. So, if you 
decide to try this conversion, keep in 
mind that neither the writer nor GUNS 
Magazine can be held responsible if some- 
thing lets go. It was an interesting endeav- 
or, and my friend was pleased with it, but 
at the present time it's 
still being tested. 

Small screw on altered gun (right) 
cancels operation of grip safety. 
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on 
Smith & 

Â ¥ Â  ' and I Thumbed 
The Salely 01 My 
Wesson Revolver 

By MASSAD F. AYOOB 

w HO among us hasn't read that 
phrase somewhere in a novel? 

Something like an Evan Hunter-Ed Mc- 
Bain 87th precinct thriller, real taut, read- 
er-grabbing police procedural stuff, and 
suddenly the whole effect goes down the 

: drain when you come to the part where 
"Carella thumbed off the safety on his 
Smith & Wesson .38 revolver." 

Well, that will never bother me again. 
That's because, as I sit here pecking this 

' out with one finger, my other hand is toy- 
' *  . ing with the thumb safety on a Smith & 

8 Wesson Military & Police Model 10 .38 
Special revolver. 

I'm enjoying it immensely. Just think: 
to my knowledge, at this moment, I am 
the first gun writer who has thumbed off 

the safety on a revolver. You know, that 
little square latch behind the cylinder on a 
Smith & Wesson; the one where if you 
press the safety too hard, the cylinder falls 
out. 

I am talking about the R-F revolver 
safety conversion, invented and produced 
by Frank Murabito of R-F Sporting 
Goods, 64-14 Myrtle Avenue, Glendale, 
New York 11227. It is a simple conver- 
sion of the Smith & Wesson revolver's 
lockwork, actuated via the thumblatch. 
Frank explains the concept thus: 

"For some time, I had been aware of 
the existing dangers of revolvers not hav- 
ing any safety device. As an inventor, 
sporting goods store owner, and gunsmith 
by hobby, I would hear many stories of 
guns being discharged accidentally or by 
an enraged person turning the gun on its 

Cylinder latch can still be used 
to open cylinder, but author had 
found it possible to move it up 

' to "safe" position accidentally. 

owner. I thought this type of situation 
could be avoided by developing a positive 
safety. 

"Many ideas crossed my mind, but had 
to be abandoned because they were too 
complicated, too expensive, or interfered 
with the basic shape of the grip." 

One day, doing some action work on a 
Smith & Wesson, the proverbial Edison 
lightbulb appeared over Frank Murabito's 
determined head. "I found that, as I 
pulled the thumbpiece (cylinder latch) 
back, if I stopped in the middle position 

. . 
(Continued on page 51) 

, ' . , .. 

Above: This looks like any other Model 10 Smith & Wesson, but the . . 
photo on left shows latch is actually a safety, shown here on "safe." 



Base  for the n e w  grips was m a d e  from scrap 
l /d- inch h a r d w o o d  p l y w o o d  and  rough  s a n d e d .  

W o o d  g l u e  i s  a p p l i e d  t o  p a n e l  a n d  s l i g h t l y  .! 
o v e r s i z e  p i e c e  o f  h i d e  i s  p r e s s e d  in p l a c e .  

The Beauty of These Grips is Only Skin Deep 
But Their Functional Quality is Unique. 

By V. R. GAERTNER 

workable, I soaked a small cutting. This 
was a disaster, the hide shrank and be- 
came rubbery, rather than flexible. On 
drying, it thickened and stiffened. 

The original skin proved to be ideal for 
my purposes, however, having a spotted 
dark pattern on the back fading almost to 

H ANDGUN grips are usually fashioned 
from wood or plastic. Personally 

I've always preferred wood, because the 
subtle flow of fine wood grain is more at- 
tractive than the finest plastic, to my 
mind. I've been making my own grips for 
years, and well-dried woods can be shaped 
and finished precisely with ordinary tools, 
as plastics cannot. Unfortunately, wood 
has its drawbacks, too. 

I've made grips from French and 
American walnut, rosewood, and tiger- 
wood. As I recall, years ago I paid only a 
dollar or two for my first pistol grip blank 
of French walnut with a fine grain figure. 
If you've priced blanks lately, you know 
that $10 is areasonable price for just fair 
walnut or rosewood, and a really fine 
blank may run to a double sawbuck and 
more. A slip of the router or drill at the 
wrong time, and the blank and all of your 
time and work go into the waste bin. 

Great as fancy wood grips are in appear- 
nce and utility, if properly inletted, 

shaped and finished, wood may warp or 
become dented and scratched, especially 
when carried in a holster. On heavy-recoil- 
ing handguns, thin grips often crack and 
split. So when I heard about the leather- 
covered stocks used on rifles by Tikka of 

whiteon the underbelly (the edges of the 
Finland, I began thinking. opened skin) with finely spotted dark 

Leather is tough enough for coats, sad- streaks suggesting finger memory grooves 
dies, holsters and boots. It can be very at- on handgun grips. Semi-auto grip panels 
tractive, and its surface should provide a seemed to be the simplest type to demon- 
secure hand hold. Besides its obvious ad- 
vantages, the cost of leather is not much 
of a factor. An old jacket, suitcase, or 
ladies' handbag might be recycled at no 
expense. The grip forms themselves I 
would not require as much care in the 
making and sanding, since they will be 
covered. Even cheap plywood should be 
usable, and stronger than solid wood 
across the grain. 

Having decided to try the idea, my 
questions were: can leather or hide be at- 
tached permanently to plywood, and can it 
be made to cover smoothly the complex 
contours of handgun grips without ex- 
pensive forming machinery? The solu- 
tions turned-out to be easier than I ex- 
pected. 

Leather is as diverse as the animals 
from which it comes. Years ago, I was 
given an unusual reptile skin, that of a 
Jana Ring lizard from South America, 
used for shoes before its hunting was 
banned. The skin had not been tanned, 
but it was scraped thin and supple. Think- Glue is applied to the top edge and 
ing that water would make the skin more bevel to hold down the loose flap. 
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Lizard skin is smoothed over the tacky glue coating on the outer face of 
the panel. Hard finger pressure is used to obtain a smooth, tight surface. 

varnishing. 
Once I was satisfied with the panel 

shapes, I checked to be certain that the 
'/winch thickness of hide would not over- 
lap the frame edges or interfere with safe- , . 
ty operation. Next I cut two pieces of 
lizard skin, slightly larger than the grips; 
The darker gray section with cream-col- 
ored rosettes seemed best suited to the' 
.45. 

Glueing was simpler than I had antici- 
pated. I applied a uniform coating of 
Elmer's Professional Carpenter's Glue, a 
resin emulsion in water which penetrates 
into wood and leather pores and dries to a 
tough film resistant to both moisture and 
oil. It also strengthens and hardens wood 
in the process. 

The curved surface of one grip was 
coated, as well as the bevels uncoated. 
This film of glue was allowed to soak into 

strate the idea. 
I chose a Colt's Gold Cup .45 (old 

- i model), because I like plain grips on this 
sight-ribbed target gun. Not wanting to 
sacrifice the original checkered wood 
grips, I made new ones from scrap pieces 
of '/-+inch hardwood plywood. Since they 
would be covered, the grip forms had to 
meet only two requirements: correct size 
and shape, and "glueability," i.e., they 
must accept the glue being used. For rea- 
sons which will become clear, I planned to 

use a white wood glue, ruling out plastic 
grips. 

The grips were roughed out with a band 
saw on the pattern of the factory grips. 
The screw holes were drilled, then re- 
cessed on both sides with square-cutting 
wood drills which were a bit oversized. 
The holding surfaces were rounded and 
bevelled at the top and bottom with a 
medium-grit sanding drum in a drill press 
and left rough to accept the glue, rather 
than being fine-sanded by hand for 

the wood for a few minutes and become 
tacky, but not to dry. Where the glue be- 
came dull in porous spots, a second light 
coat was applied to give a uniformly shiny, 
tacky coating. 

Then the hide was pressed over the 
glue, smoothing it down firmly out to- 
wards the edges and around behind the 
grips on each side. I continued to smooth 
the hide against the wood and hold it with 
hard finger pressure for 10-15 minutes, 
when the covering was tight and firm. 

and handsome vy 
on-slip handhold.$&$& 

Excess hide is trimmed off of panel back. This is 
done before glue hardens and excess glue is removed. 
/ Y  
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Right hand Auto-Mag grip was made 
from fir plywood and fitted to the gun 
be fo re  cover ing w i t h  the h ide .  

Auto-Mag grips require cuts in the 
panels and are thus weakened. The 
wood was hardened with epoxy glue. 

Strong finger holding is the best method I 
found for applying the hide. With a razor 
blade. I nicked the excess hide at the cor- 
ners before proceeding to glue the top and 
bottom flaps. Again glue was applied to 
the wood, allowed to become tacky, then 
the hide pressed down smoothly and held 
until tight, making sure there were no 
loose areas or creases. 

The dry hide seemed to absorb the 
moisture from the glue and a bond re- 
sulted quickly, while the hide shrank 
slightly and tightened to give a smooth 
surface. Before the glue had hardened 
completely, I used a razor blade to trim 
the excess hide flush with the back surface 
of the grip, removing the bead of glue at 
the same time. If this was done auicklv. 

J 2 ,  

the job was easy. The hard glue required a 
steel cutter in a Dremel tool. 

Having trimmed all the edges flush, I 
tried the grips on the gun. It might be 
asked whv I did s i m ~ l v  fold the hide 
around the edges and glue it there. The 
answer is that the grips would be held out 
of contact with the metal frame and the 
tightened screws might split the wood or 
loosen. Furthermore, creasing of the hide 
underneath would make for a loose fit. 
Grips need positive, uniform wood/metal 
contact. 

Finally I added a line of glue to the cut 
edge of the hide to harden it. The edge 
was smoothed against the grip and again 
trimmed flush if necessary. A solid wear- 
resistant, finished grip resulted. The same 
steps were used on the other grip. 

The grip screw holes required finishing. 
The four holes were opened through the 
hide from the back with a sharp drill, then 
a little glue was placed under the loose 

hide around the hole recess, and it was 
pressed down into the recess with a 
tapered dowel the diameter of the screw 
heads. 

The lizard hide has a pebbled surface 
with a scaly appearance. The grain is 
somewhat like fish scales and gives a solid 
shooting hold without further treatment. 
However, I felt that it should be sealed 
against moisture, dirt and oil. A single 
coat of the two-part epoxy marine varnish 
I use on my wood grips (Valspar Poly- 
Aqua) was applied. Most of it soaked into 
the hide, hardening it without objection- 
able slickness. It also seemed to deepen 
and sharpen the natural pattern attractive- 
ly. 

The resulting grips are, in my opinion, 
the most unusual, beautiful, and func- 
tional I have ever seen on a handgun. 
They are also the finest I have ever used. I 
can fire a clip of hardball without having 
the .45 shift a fraction of an inch in my 
hand. My palm is not irritated as it would 
be by checkering. The .45 result was so 
encouraging that I decided to pose the 
toughest challenge any grip material can 
f a c e ~ t h e  Auto Mag semi-auto. 

I have both the .44 and .357 barrel as- 
semblies for the Auto Mag, and both re- 
coil more powerfully than any other semi- 
auto. That's natural enough, since either 
caliber ~roduces  up to 30% more muzzle 
energy than a full-house .44 Magnum re- 
volver. The .44 AMP muzzle has been 
Mag-Na-Ported to cut down recoil and 
parts breakage, but there is still plenty of 
kick left. This means that a secure hold is 
vital but any roughness punishes the 
shooter's hand. 

The second ~ rob lem with AMP grips is 

Hide over the screw holes is cut in 
a star pattern, glue is applied and 
then pressed into hole with a dowel. 

The hide grips give the Auto-Mag an even more striking appearance than 
usual, andthey have worked out well in all of author's shooting tests. . . .', > - . 4 .  % .'l . .,. , ,  ̂, 4 ,  'Â¥.'^p"ff^ . A ,  ' 7 ,  I.. . ; . n j l ^ . ~ l l . : . . _ + + ' .  ..".rt-'L a %& AMERICAN HANDGLINNE MAY/JUNE 1978 



In covering the Dan Wesson, leather is first The finished Dan Wesson grip with its suede covering. This 
glued to thumbrest line and around to the provides a soft feelingÃ‘bu very solidÃ‘grippin surface. 
flat section on back to avoid any wrinkles. Shown here the suede is left natural, but it may be sealed. 

that the panels must be undercut to allow 
free movement of the safetylslide release 
and holdopen on the left side and for the 
trigger bar on the right. At the same time, 
they must be thin, because the grip frame 
is massive and only a large hand can encir- 
cle it firmly, even with the thinnest grips. 

Auto Mag buffs use strong, fine-lami- 
nate plywood with contrasting cross-plies 
on the rounded contours. This is some- 
what gaudy to my taste, though it solves 
the breakage problem which I have ex- 
perienced with solid walnut grips. A lizard 
hide grip set would test the toughness of 
the skin and determine whether its surface 
could provide secure holding on this 
powerfully recoiling semi-auto. 

For the grip forms, I glued together an 
old split left walnut grip, then stripped off 
the marine epoxy varnish with a non-waxy 
paint remover (Zip-Strip) and sanded the 
surface with a medium-grit paper to 
roughen it. The back of the grip had been 
coated with epoxy compound, but I taper- 
sanded to give '/ic-inch clearance at the 
edges. 

The right grip was made especially to be 
covered with the hide. I used ordinary fir 
plywood, Vi-inch thick, made the relief 
cuts on the good side (the back of the 
grip) and drilled and recessed the grip 
screw holes. i coated the back, including 
the relief cuts, with a thick film of the 
wood glue and let it dry thoroughly, to 
harden and strengthen the soft plywood. 

Next, I cut two sections of the lizard 
h i d e  patterned to conform to the shape 
and flow of the grips. These pieces were 
mirror images, the dark-spotted back of 
the hide lightening to narrow fingers on a 
nearly white background. Most commer- 
cial hides and leathers are not so striking, 

tractive, complementing the all-stainless 
steel AMP design. 

The details of glueing and trimming 
were almost identical to those given for 
the .45, but it was not necessary to cut the 
hide at the corners because the edges were 
tapered, not square as on the .45. How- 
ever, the excess hide was cut in several 
spots to relieve the pull of one area on an- 
other during glueing. A smooth, tight cov- 
ering was obtained easily. After trimming 
and glue-hardening the edges of the hide, 
the three shallow screw holes were drilled 
through from the back and the hide glued 
down into the recesses with dowel pres- 
sure. The fourth screw hole was deeper 
because it was located on the upper sur- 
face of a shallow thumbrest. Therefore no 
drilling was done, but star-shaped cuts 
were made to form little flaps of hide, 
which were then glued to the side of the 
recess. 

Finally, the Auto Mag grips were epoxy- 
varnished to protect them. The finished 
grips were fully as fine as I could have 
asked, both in appearance and utility. 
They provide a comfortable, solid hold 
and a striking appearance. I have fired 
over two boxes of full-power handloads 
from the .44 AMP with no discomfort and- 
noted no tendency of the gun to twist or 
shift in the hand. 

Other semi-autos should offer no prob- 
lems, using the same methods. Reptile 
skins are"my favorite type, and I plan to 
try a rattlesnake skin on single-action re- 
volvers. Other hides and leathers can be 
used, but they should be thin and supple 
and easily stretched if they are to be ap- 
plied to deeply curved grips. 

Semi-autos are not difficult to cover 
with hides. but revolvers offer tougher 

example I could find: the one-piece Dan 
Wesson M15 grip. For this trial I picked a 
brown-dyed suede, purchased at a Tandy 
Leather shop for 40 cents. Tandy can sup- 
ply exotic hides such as alligator and os- 
trich; these are actually imitations on cow- 
hide, but they should be usable. 

I had shaped the Dan Wesson grip from 
the blank (walnut) supplied with the DW 
Pistol Pac. I overdid the sanding, leaving 
a sharp edge of the receiver tang sticking 
out to irritate my hand's web. Later I suc- 
cessfully made a better walnut grip, so the 
old one was expendable. I stripped off the 
epoxy finish and sanded the surface to 
roughen it for the glue. I also tapered and 
relieved the edges so that the covering 
would make a flush fit. 

Applying the carpenter's glue as usual, I 
coated only the flatter portion of the left 
side, around the back and up to the line of 
the thumbrest on the right (I am left- 
handed). When the glue was uniformly 
shiny and tacky, the leather was pressed 
on with smoothing finger pressure, push- 
ing the leather forward firmly on both 
sides. 

When the glue had dried enough to 
make a good bond, I cut off the excess 
leather on the thumbrest side (the right) 
so that it reached just past the vertical 
centerline in front. This flap was then ' 

glued in place. Before the glue was com- 
pletely dry, I cut a straight, square line . 
down the center of the grip front from . 
trigger guard to butt, then stripped off the 
excess leather and scraped off the still-soft * 

glue. Surprisingly, the leather easily . 
formed to the curved grip to give a - 
smooth, wrinkle-free fit. Probably the:, 
moisture of the glue again helps here. : . . 

The trick then was to fit the loose flap^ %' -1- 



. r I The Little Match That Could,. , 

. . 

Eastern Sil houette Regional 
By MASSAD F. AYOOB 

metallic silhouette handgun shooting began in 
1975, most everybody figured it to be a Westerner's w HEN 

game. It was there, after all, that metallic silhouette rifle 
matches had always been most popular. 

Accordingly, when a metallic silhouette handgun match was 
announced in Massachusetts, a thickly populated state with 
some of the most ardent concentrations of anti-gun sentiment 
anywhere, a lot of gun people didn't take it too seriously. 

That first match was held on Labor Day, 1976. I missed it be- 
cause it was in conflict with Doc Burgess's NSL money shoot in 
Laramie, but when I got back East, the whole handgunning fra- 
ternity was still buzzing about the success of the Eastern Silhou- 
ette Regionals. 

I made the '77 event, also a Labor Day affair, and found out 
how much water had gone under the dam since that first shoot. 

Fact is, in terms of popularity and good will, the water under 
that dam amounted to a flood. 

The tournaments are sponsored by the Massachusetts Mag- 
num Chapter of the American Big Game Handgunners' Asso- 
ciation, which is headed by George Bredsten, American Hand- 
gunner's hunting editor. George's group doesn't coordinate 
matches, however; the Mass. Magnum Chapter's events are con- 
ducted under the auspices of the International Handgun Metal- 
lic Silhouette Association. 

Ron Ricci of the MMC, an avid handgun hunter and Auto- 
Mag aficionado, learned of Lee Jurras' ground breaking hand- 
gun silhouette shoots in the Southwest, and the proverbial light 
bulb flicked on above his head. 

This was during that black period for Bay State pistoleros 
when Question Five was on the ballot, the referendum to ban 



private ownership of handguns in Mass- 
achusetts. Question Five was doomed to 
fall in the polling booths with a crash that 
would jar the nation's whole anti-gun net- 
work, but Ricci and the other Massach- 
usetts shooters didn't know that yet, and 
they were hustling for all they were worth 
to fight Question Five by spreading the 
word that handgun ownership was a 
wholesome thing. 

In Ricci's eyes, a handgun metallic sil- 
houette match was made to order as a ve- 
hicle by which the public could see the 
sporting value of pistols and revolvers. 
With ranges out to 200 yards, there was an 
exciting challenge, and the spectacle of 
the steel targets going down in a puff of 
dust with a distinct "clang" had the kind 
of audiovisual pizzazz of which spectator 
appeal was made. 

Now, Ron Ricci had never run a shoot- 
ing match, or even helped to run one, in 
his life. Neither had anyone else in the 
Mass. Magnum Chapter. They played it by 
ear. 

The first step was getting IHMSA ap- 
proval, which was quickly forthcoming, 
along with some good advice and com- 
plete sets of rules and target specs. Ron 
gave the dimensions to a friend who owe2 
him a couple of favors, and MMC's firsi 
set of silhouettes was soon completed. 
Two complete sets would be used in that 
first match. 

A range was vital. They needed some- 
place with plenty of distance (hard tc 
come by in a densely populated state) 
plus lots of parking and spectator area. 
They chose Camp Curtis Guild in Wake- 
field, Mass., a fine military range complex 
that also hosts FBI training, State and 
Regional hi-power rifle championships, 
and other major shoots. The range was se- 
cured for a small honorarium fee, but 
there was only one weekend open on 
Camp Curtis' busy schedule; Labor Day. 
Figuring what the heck, they grabbed it. 

Ron had wisely contacted a number of 
veteran tournament sponsors for advice, 
and several, including this writer, had 
warned him that a holiday date might cut 
into his attendance, since most shooters 
find it easier to get away from a "regular" 
weekend, the holidays usually being re- 
served for family outings. Our predictions 
of doom were to turn out wrong-many 
shooters simply brought their families 
with them to enjoy Camp Curtis' spacious, 
wooded, picnic-ground atmosphere. 
. Meanwhile, the MMC-ers blitzed the 
media-local, regional, and national. 

By the time Labor Day rolled around, 
scarcely a handgun shooter in the North- 
east hadn't heard of the event. Some 
ninety-one turned out on the weekend. 

Ron Ricci ( left)  and Bob Zwirz 
p r e s e n t  f i rs t  p l a c e  t rophy t~ 
Skip Talbot, open class winner 

Coached by his dad, Dale Small won big at the Eastern Regionals. 

Skip Talbot, National Champ, with his 7mm wildcat custom XP-100. 
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John Towle has dominated most 
of the Eastern shoots. His gun 
is an XP-100 firing a .a58 W.  

Many more came just to watch. They 
found, as their Southwestern Counter- 

, parts already had, that metallic silhouette 
, . , . , handgun competition is an eminently 

. .;-. "watchable" sport. Several stayed the en- 
* ,  . tire weekend, mingling with other hand- . , .- , gunners from all over the region and 
? '  . . . checking out the displays of the handgun 
?- 1 manufacturers who had donated prizes to 

help put the project over. 
;, ' 

# ,  
A bullseye Master, Skip Clark of New 

s J  
Hampshire, took that first event with 17 

-:- hits out of 40 with the same customized < .  
-' .45 Colt auto and match hardball ammo 
,: he uses in bullseye leg matches. His prizes 

I ' * '  were an Auto-Mag and a Ruger -357. Sev- 
' 0 .  

,A. 
era1 other handguns were given out. 

. r 
f % - By spring of '77, Question Five was past 
,, " '. ' . history, but metallic silhouette handgun- 
& < ''* ning in the Northeast was a story that had 
3. 
%;'<. , just begun. Ron put on three more 
* , matches at Camp Curtis while waiting for ;x*- t., . ,,+ the Northeastern Championships on La- 

bor Day. The word had had time to spread 
among the beltgunning fraternity, and 
each match drew bigger crowds: 139 on 
Memorial Day weekend, 187 on July 4, 
and 238 in August. 

The August match topped the all time 
record for attendance at any handgun 
metallic silhouette shoot anywhere, and at 
this writing, the Massachusetts turnout 
record still stands. "If I'd known we were 
close to a record, I could have squeezed 
enough in on the Fourth of July to break it 
then," Ron sighs. Almost all the previous 
shoots had drawn turnaway crowds. Ron 
came back with more target sets and 

34 

shooting positions for each successive 
event, but the contestants kept increasing 
in the same proportion. 

Turnout was down slightly for the La- 
bor Day match; 180 signed up. "The mag- 
nitude of an Eastern Regional Champion- 
ship scared off a few of the new shooters," 
Ron noted, "but they'll be back.'' 

The '77 Eastern Championships were a 
great take-in even if you weren't shooting 
yourself. Skip Talbot of Fallon, Nev. took 
the open with a 37 out of 40 downed with 
one of his own custom silhouette guns on 
an XP-100 action. Skip was thus far the 
only shooter in the short history of the 
sport to sledge down all 40, and he came 
close to duplicating the feat on the Mass- 
achusetts range. He was later to clean a 
straight 60 at the Nationals. Elgin Gates, 
the famed big-game hunter who all but 
gave up that sport to devote himself to 
IHMSA shooting, was also in the thirties 

. . r .  

(which, at this stage of the sport, is like " 
being in the bullseye 2600 club). John . 
Towle of Conway, N.H., generally consid- 
ered the top gun in the Northeastern area, 
was shooting below par due to a severe 
hand injury incurred just days before the 
tournament. John is also a silhouette gun 
builder, and his pieces and Skip's, among '1 
others, will be highlighted in a future ,I 
Handgunner article. , 3 

Dale Small, a 17-year old Bay Stater, 4 
swept both Production Class and the Hi 4 
Resident title by KOing 27 metal crit- 
ters with his stock Ruger Super Black- 

;3 
4 

hawk .44. Dale, who had fired maybe 200 4 shots in prior silhouette matches, had 
never shot competition of any kind before 
that '76 Labor Day event. In this respect, q 

he was like a majority of the metallic sil- 
houette pistoleros. According to Ron, a 
good 60940 just aren't into any other type 

(Continued on page 56) 

)ate I an ver to spot m ; or 
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ere's the recipe for a limited edition (only 300) that will H ,  make TIC Contender fans reach for their wallets and de- 
velop a rash while waiting for their guns to be delivered. 

Take one ThompsonKenter Contender frame, add three 
magnum barrels, a Maxi-Mount and a LeupoId M8-2X scope as 
your basic ingredients. Then, put all of these components into 
the hands of master craftsmen and you'll have one of the sweet- 
est single shot combo packs to come along the pike. 

The SSK Magnum Pak is the brainchild of J. D. Jones, Presi- 
dent of SSK Industries, Dept. AH, Rt. 1, Della Drive, Blooming- 
dale, Ohio 43910. If you're interested in obtaining one of these 
sure-to-be collector's items, all you have to do is send J.D. a 
$200 deposit, which will be immediately acknowledged, and 
your serial number will be assigned. Out of state sales only 
through FFL holders. Serial numbers will be SSK 001 through 
300. As soon as your Magnum Pak is ready for shipment, you'll 
be notified to remit the balance of the $700 total price. That's 
right, $700Ã‘ lot of money, but not when you consider what 
you'll get. Here's a run-down on the entire package: 

Open up the solid, lockable Hawk, Int. case and you'll find the 

TIC Contender all dressed up with the new rust resistant Met- 
alife finish. Each of the three 10" bull barrels has its own fore- 
end, and there is a .41, a .44 and a .357 Magnum barrel in the 
set. Each of these barrels is Mag-Na-Ported and cut to accept 
the Maxi-Mount which is readily interchanged from barrel to 
barrel or with iron sights. Though the barrels are finished with 
matte Metalife, the rear sights are blued. The receivers are fin- 
ished in Metalife SS, giving the appearance of polished stainless 
steel. Furnished with the set is a Maxi-Mount and Leupold 
M-8-2X scope. The stocks furnished are the Herretts "Control- 
ler'' pattern that work wonders in taming the magnum calibers. 

Those are the things you can see when you open your Mag- 
num Pak. The added bonus comes when you settle down to 
shooting. The smoothness of the action, which has been vapor- 
honed and adjusted, has to be experienced to be believed, and 
accuracy of guns already made up and tested exceeded the ex- 
pectations of J. D. Jones and others who were present. 

By the time you read this, many of the 300 guns will already 
be sold, and if you want the feeling of owning 
something special, you had better act now. 

7- 





Above: This .45 Commander shows the 
aesthetic appeal of the work done by 
Armand Swenson. The group, fired off- 
hand, is testament of his accuracy. 

ft: Ron Power made this special 
PPC gun for Jim Collins. This gun 
was a S&W award for a 1976 Police 
Match. In case you wonder about the 
slab side, Coll ins l ikes i t ,  Power 

On the following pages you'll find two interest- 
leg about two roost interesting p e o p l e  
er and Armand Swenson. 

.: ". 
The first is a technical treatk on how a cusf i 

. revolver is made-by the man who p r o d w  
winning guns year after year-Ron Power. 

Following that is some background on anoth- 
er world reknown pistolsmith-Armand Swen- 

Both of these men have given us innovations 
in design and craftsmanship that have inspired 

istolsmiths throughout the world. American & andgunners have voted these specialists tops 
in their field, and that is why we dedicate this 
special feature section to them-Editor 

Power photos by John Hanusin; Swenson 
photos by Walter Rickell. son of California. 

i. 
t: 



By RON POWER as told by Massad F. Ayoob 

I t  seems that every day brings word across a gun 
editor's desk of yet another gunsmith or hobbyist 
who is now specializing in  custom Smith & Wesson 
revolvers. Many of them do good work. 

We sent our handgun editor Massad F. Ayoob to 
study in  the shop of the master, the man against 
whose guns every other custom S& W is judged. Ron 
Power of Independence, Missouri is the acknowl- 
edged leader in the field of custom, slick-actwned, 
tightly-refitted, heavy-barrelled Smith & Wesson re- 
volvers. Ayoob spent several days with Power, study- 

ing his techniques, from selection of the basic re- 
volver specimen to the finishing touches of what 
may be the finest custom wheelguns now available. 
I f  testimonial is needed, be advised that almost all 
of the champions at the '76 Combat Nationals used 
Power Custom S& Ws, including Jim Collins. 

Power Custom guns run the gamut from PPC 
competition revolvers; to heavy caliber metallic sil- 
houette revolvers; to hunting revolvers with ac- 
curacy, range, and recoil control that exceed any- 
thing else available; to serious gunf+ng tools. 

n this series, Power outlines the basics I of selecting a prime specimen of the 
Combat Magnum (or any other Smith & 
Wesson revolver), and then basically re- 
fining that instrument for the maximum 
possible fit, accuracy, and smoothness. 

POWER ON TESTING 
CYLINDER ALIGNMENT 

The first thing to do in making sure that 
each of the chambers line up properly 
with the barrel is to plug-strike. The plug- 
strike device is a rod that's .349" or . 3 5 0  
in diameter. Hold the gun with the muzzle 
up, pull and hold the trigger, then drop 
the plug-strike down the barrel and see if 
it goes ihto the chamber without snagging. 

This makes sure the gun meets factory 
specs, and a lot of custom gunmakers are 
satisfied with that, but my customers ex- 
pect more accuracy from my guns than 
from anybody else's, so I have to go some- 
what further. 

I use a punch to number each chamber, 
"1" through "6." Then I'll take six 158- 
grain round nose lead .38 Special factory 
loads, and lightly scratch-mark the side of 

38 

each bullet. These are also numbered ''1" 
through "6", and inserted in the corre- 
spondina chambers. I'll fire all six into a 

1 water tank, which permits me to recover 
the bullets without any out-of-the gun de- 
formation. Each cartridge had been 
placed with the scratched number at 12 
o'clock, so that this part of the bullet hits 
the top edge of the forcing cone with each 
shot. 

From this, I can tell which chambers, if 
any, are off just about to a thousandth of 
the inch. Which part of the bullet is de- 
formed tells me a lot, too. For instance, if 
the bullet shows rub marks at 6 or 7 
o'clock, that probably means the frame is 
sprung a little and gaping open at the 
crane juncture. 

POWER ON CORRECTING 
CYLINDER END SHAKE 

End shake is the back and forth move- 
ment of the cylinder inside the frame. End 
shake has to be minimized or you aren't 
going to get consistent ignition shot to 

Power, le f t ,  explains method o f  shot, and in really bad cases, you'll have 
cylinder alignment to Mas Ayoob. misfires. 
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My approach to curing end shake isn't 
really a new idea, it's just an updated one. 
I knew guys ten years ago that would put a 
piece of shim stock inside the cylinder be- 
tween the end of the yoke and the front of 
the cylinder to set the end shake back. I 
made a die to stamp my washers out of 
round feeler gauge stock, two thousandths 
and four thousandths of an inch thick. I'll 
put a .004" piece in to start when I'm 
working on a Smith with end-shake, and 
reassemble the cylinder until the ejector 
rod is good and tight, sometimes using a 
torque wrench that lets me know just how 
much pressure I'm using so I can get 
maximum tightness without stripping the 
threads or breaking the rod. 

I use a yoke alignment tool, a spud that 
I'll drop in through the frame and see if it 
goes right into the opening in the frame 
that's created when you hold back on the 
cylinder latch, when I reassemble it with 
the yoke but without the cylinder. I want it 
to be rubbing on the left side a little bit, 
which shows me that when the action is in 
motion and the cylinder is turning, there 
will be a little tension helping to hold the 
yoke closed in proper alignment. 

From there it's a matter of reas- 
sembling and trying the gun out, again 
and again; sometimes I'll have to add an- 
other .002" washer. The thing to remem- 
ber is, once you get it adjusted right, don't 
disassemble the cylinder group, or those 
washers may not get back in right, espe- 
cially after they've been seated with a few 
hundred rounds of test firing. 

End-shake, if it isn't taken care of 
properly, can lead you to ruin your own 
gun. End shake can let the cylinder move 
forward to where the front of the cylinder 
is rubbing on the rear of the barrel, and a 
lot of people who really don't understand 
the mechanism will try to cure it by filing 
down the back end of the barrel, and that 
just ruins the revolver. If you've done this 
to your own gun, about all you can do to 
fix it is take the barrel out, set it back one 
complete turn, and start all over. 

POWER ON 
CHAMFERING CHAMBERS 

Chamfering the edges of the chamber 
mouths is a good idea for any serious 
shooting because if allows you to reload 
more smoothly and quickly, especially 
with speedloaders. I use a 40' angle, that I 
put on with a special reamer that has a 
stop on it, but a careful man who knows 
what he's doing can perform this with a 
Dremel Moto-Tool. You can't go any 
deeper and stay safe and functional, be- 
cause if a guy is going to put a heavy hand- 
load through there, you want to make sure 
that the brass case is supported by solid 
steel all the way around. The safest'mea- 
surement on a Model 10 is a chamfer 40 
thousandths deep and sixty thousandths 
wide. 

POWER ON S&W MAINSPRINGS 
I don't like to alter the mainspring con- 

In the Ransom Rest is a PPC gun built on M-19 frame; left is a 
Douglas barreled .45 ACP on M-25; right is PPC gun on M-13. 

figuration. What I will do is polish it, not 
shave it down or anything, but polish it to 
remove the toolmarks. This prevents the 
spring fracturing at some future time due 
to heavy-use fatigue, since if it were going 
to break, the toolmarks would be a start- 
ing point for the fracture. But you have to 
be sure not to polish to the extent of thin- 
ning the spring or of changing the dimen- 
sions to any significant degree. 

POWER ON SELECTING 
A CUSTOM BARREL 

I stay with the Douglas Premium barrel, 
for the quality and consistency. Now, 
Douglas won't furnish these barrels 

threaded; that's something the pistolsmith 
has to do for himself. One mistake that a 
lot of beginners make is to put the barrel 
on backwards. The bore is cut from one 
end, and you have to go with the grain of 
the metal; which end of the blank you 
thread to the gun makes a very real differ- 
ence. Douglas Premium barrels are 
marked with an "XX" and that is always 
on the rear end of the barrel. There's also 
a slightly larger diameter step on the rear 
end. 

You've got to get that end in place, so 
that the bullet is travelling in the same di- 
rection in which the bore was "ironed 
out." Going "against the grain," you'll no- 
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Two strategically placed empty cartridge cases can sharply reduce stress 
on cylinder components during disassembly, as Power explains in text. 

tice a tendency to foul the bore quickly, 
especially with heavy loads. 

One-inch diameter is about right. Some 
of the 'smiths are using 'Is" or 15/~e" bar- 
rels, and one is using an inch and a six- 
teenth, but the top shooters tell me the 
one-inch diameter is just about right for 
handling characteristics in a six-inch bar- 
rel on a Combat Magnum or other "K" 
frame Smith & Wesson. 

A tot of PPC shooters like a one-in-ten 
h c h  twist in their wadcutter guns, but be- 
yond fifty yards, they're losing something. 
I think one-in-fourteen is just as good for a 
wadcutter within fifty yards; it's better be- 
yond fifty, and it gives more optimum sta- 
bilization of 158-grain ball .38 ammo, and 
of hotter loads. 

The Combat Magnum comes with 
S&Ws standard .38/.357 twist of one turn 
in IS3/4", and there's really nothing wrong 
with that. One-in-fourteen is about as low 
as you can go with a round-nose bullet; a 
one-in-ten would L'overstabilize" the pro- 
jectile. A person using faster bullets 
should have a slower twist. 

In terms of pure accuracy potential, I 
don't see that much difference between 
one-in-ten, or -twelve, or -fourteen, or 
-eighteen, when you're shooting wadcutter 
ammo. The advantage of the Douglas Pre- 
mium barrel is the quality and con- 
sistency, and the added weight, more than 
the choice of twists. 

To give you a frame of reference, a 
good S&W barrel will hold wadcutter bul- 
lets in 21/zr' at fifty yards from a machine 
rest. I've seen some that would group in 
five to eight inches. With a Douglas Pre- 
mium barrel, I wouldn't let it out of my 
shop if it didn't stay in one and three- 
eighths inches. Of course, this assumes 
that the rest of the gun is properly in tune. 

POWER ON COMBAT MAGNUM 
ACCURACY WITH 38 LOADS 
The ideal gun to build a full-house con- - 

version on is the Model 13, the .357 Mili- 
tary and Police; my next choice would be 
either the Model 10 .38 or the Combat 
Magnum. The fixed-sight frames for the 
heavy barrel " K  frame guns allow you to 
put a BoMar rib on  with more pleasing 
lines, and I like the thicker, more rigid 
topstrap, though it's not really necessary. 
The good thing about the Combat Mag- 
num cylinder is that, being counterbored, 
it's easier to bevel and adapt for quick re- 
loading. Of course. the fact that it's cer- 

'2 

tified safe with Magnum loads makes you 
feel a little more comfortable about shoot- 
ing reloads in case somebody made a mis- 
take at the loading bench and gave you a 
super-hot one. 

All things considered, the Combat Mag- 
num is an ideal basis for a full-house PPC 
conversion: the onlv shortcoming is that " 
when you remove the rear sight to make 
room for the BoMar rib, you'll leave a lit- 
tle open notch showing. I hear a lot of 
people talk about how the longer jump 
through the chamber in a .357 cylinder 
will hurt accuracy with .38 wadcutter 
ammo, but in all my benchrest testing 
with all makes and models of guns, I've 
never noticed a difference. That's an in- 
teresting concept, but I don't think it car- 
ries over into reality. A lot of champion- 
ships have been won with worked-over 
Model 19s.  

POWER ON MODIFYING 
THE HAMMER NOSE 

For ultimate consistency in ignition, 
you want the firing pin to hit in exactly the 
same place-on the primer every time, 
especially if you've gone to the trouble to 
get the cylinder lining up just so. The best 
way to ensure this is to spring-load the 
hammer, the way the factory does now on 
the Model 66. 

On a regular 19, you can remove the 
hammer nose, cut a groove in back of it, 
and install a very small, weak spring in 

there, cut to the same dimensions as the 
S&W factory does on "N" frame hammer 
noses. Use the smallest spring you can 
find that will fit. 

I put a spring-loaded hammer nose in 
all of my custom guns. The regular design 
allows the firing pin to sometimes ding the 
frame at 12 o'clock. You can grind out the 
top of the frame at that point with the 
small attachment on a Dremel tool, or , 

with a Carbaloy cutter. The trouble with 
grinding it out is that it's awfully easy to go 
too far and wind up with an elongated fir- 
ing pin hole. You want to grind out the 
frame where the hammer goes through; 
about ten-thousandths on the top and on 
both sides of the hammer, so that no pan 
of the hammer can possibley rub on the 
frame when it drops. 

POWER ON 
DISASSEMBLING THE 

COMBAT MAGNUM CYLINDER 
On any Smith & Wesson, if you've got a 

good, tight, well-aligned cylinder, you 
should leave it alone. You shouldn't take 
it down any further than removing the 
cylinderlyoke . . assembly as a whole for 
cleaning. 

If you do disassemble the cylinder, 
make sure you're unscrewing the ejector 
rod in the right direction. See if there's an 
uncheckered '1s'' band of metal between 
the length of the rod and the part that's 
knurled; if it's there, it was manufactured 
since around '58. and has a left-hand 
thread; otherwise it's a right-hand thread 
and you have to unscrew it counter-clock- 
wise. 

When you take apart a Smith & Wes- 
son cylinder assembly, you'll notice that 
the extractor is supported in thecylinder 
by a groove down the middle of it, and two 
small retainer pins. A little secret a lot of 
gunsmiths use is to put two empty shell 
casings in the cylinder, by each of those 
pins; that helps keep the extractor in line, 
and prevents stress being placed on those 
two pins that could damage them if the cy- 
linder was empty. 
NOTE: This part has dealt with modifica- 
tions that require a definite degree of gun- 
smithing skill. They are not for the un- 
initiated; the guy who's a shooter rather 
than a gunsmith will find them of tech- 
nical interest, and can use them as a guide 
in instructing a pistolsmith as to the modi- 
fications he desires. 

In the first part of this article Ron 
touched briefly on some points regarding 
the selection of the heavy barrel. In this 
part, the master gunmaker goes into the 
subtle details of fitting the barrel to the 
frame. 

POWER ON SEQUENCE 
I prefer to complete the barrel installa- 

tion before I go on to slicking up the ac- 
tion. So much of accurizing the revolver 
depends on the cylinder's relation to the 
final barrel, that adjusting it for the four 
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or six inch factory tube that you're goin to 
take off anyway can be a meaningless 
waste of time. I'll just remove the cylinder 
assembly, take the barrel, pin out, and un- 
screw the original barrel. You should, 
however, have headspace and cylinder 
alignment taken care of beforehand. 

When you're putting a barrel on or tak- 
ing if off, whether it's a Smith or a Doug- 
las, you should always use a special 
wrench. I made mine myself, and I have 
one each for "K" and "N" frames. They 
fit exactly the contour of the front of the 
frame. You're putting a lot of stress on 
that frame when you clamp the barrel in a 
vise and start unscrewing it, and if you 
don't have a wrench that perfectly fits and 
protects the frame, there's good chance 
that you'll spread the frame, or spring it. 

You should also have special barrel 
blocks in the vise, wooden blocks cut to fit 
the shape of the barrel: one for the Doug- 
las, and one for the factory barrel. Don't 
use any more muscle than you have to. 
Once the factory barrel "breaks" loose, it 
usually unscrews easily. 

A .38 round, with number etched 
. on side of bullet, is inserted in 

chamber stamped with same number. 
One check for cylinder alignment. 

Headspacing and basic "Convertability" of the gun should be accomplished 
before barrel work is done; cylinder tightening will take place later. 

Starting with the Douglas Premium bar- 
rel, if the gun is going to have a six-inch 
barrel, I'll cut the blank to a little over 
6 " .  You should always figure on the bar- 
rel being bad right at the point where they 
start to cut the rifling, so plan on cutting a 
half to three quarters of an inch of barrel 
off each end and throwing those pieces 
away.The reason is that you have to allow 
for the time it took the rifling machine to 
get straightened out and startcutting per- . , . A  8 fectly true* :;, :.. , ': . 

.-$ 
' * ,  

POWER ON A $' ,,A 

CUTTING THREADS * 

Before- you start cutting, measure the 
length of the barrel extension, while the 
barrel is still out of the frame. I take this 
measurement from the front of the frame 
to the front of the cylinder with a depth 
mike. This usually runs about .800" or a 
little more, though some guns go as much 
as .809" (for .38 Special). Figure .006" 
for the barrel cylinder gap. Some people 
like a tighter gap, like .003" or .004", but 
1 think that's a little too snug in case you 
have to go 250 rounds in a match without 
cleaning. Lead will accumulate, and your 
cylinder may start to hang up. I can accept 
.005 or .007, but anything approaching 
.008 or more is going to cause a lot of spit- 
ting. .006 is the ideal to go for. 

Get the diameter of the shank for each 
individual frame. Most K frames run 
around .547 average. .Some may be as 
large as .550, or as small as -540. In order 
to get a perfect fit on threads, the shank 
diameter should be same diameter as that 
of the barrel hole in the frame. ' 

So, when you're measuring the barrel 
extension, figure on that .006" gap and 
treat it as .007" because you're going to 
have a little "crush" there as you tighten it 
up later. You'll gain a thousandth of an . - '. inch as you torque in the barrel. - ,  

Measure the length of the threads from'" : 
the shoulder of the barrel. The thread 
length will be about .615" on the shank. 
The diameter of barrel extension protrud- 
ing through frame is .512j1. This is a little ". 
bigger than factory, and gives more '? ' 
strength in the forcing cone. I cut my I" 

threads on a lathe, one at a time, 36 "El" , 
threads to an inch, and I'll clean them out Â ¥  .' 
and finish fitting them with a small three- , - 
corner file. 

Since the front end of the S&W frame 
is not 100% supported, it's a good idea to 
cut a little relief on the shoulder of the 
barrel where it will meet the frame. The 
relief should be even, and between .002" 
and .003". 

The barrel also needs to be throated at 
the forcing cone area. I use a special 
throating reamer that I run about '/id' 
deep, with plenty of oil on it and running 
the lathe at slow speed for a nice smooth 
cut  Then I put a 30Â chamfer on the back 
edge for the forcing cone. I'll then polish 
out the barrel, usually with a Dremel tool 
and soft abrasive rubber tip. This gives 
you a slick, mirror-like finish that's less 
likely to lead up on you. 

During the fitting, put the barrel into 
the frame just snug. You don't want it to 
be more than hand-tight With the frame 
out of the barrel, you can observe that at 
one point, the frame surrounding the bar- 
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re1 area is only .025" or . 0 3 0  thick, be- - tween threads. If you've got a barrel that's 
going to be too tight, and you screw it 
right on in there, you'll spread the frame 
out and make a little bulge at that point 
(under the barrel) and when you put your 
cylinder yoke back in, it's going to bind 

Be sure that everything in that area is 
per clean, no metal filings or grit or any- 
ing, before you start gently screwing the 

barrel in. I usually put some heavy grease 
on the barrel extension before I put it in. 

Some people don't think it makes 
much difference with revolvers, but I kind 
of go along with the old rifle-shooting 
theory that the closer to 100% bearing 
surface you have between the threads of 
receiver and barrel, the more inherent ac- 
curacy the finished gun is going to pos- 
sess. It makes the receiver more rigid. It's 
a small thing, but a really fine custom, 
precision gun is dependent on a lot of 
these little things. 

As I mentioned earlier, make sure 
you're not putting the barrel on back- 
wards, as a lot of PPC gun builders have 
done. On a Douglas Premium barrel 
blank, there's always an "XX" on the end 
that should go into the frame. There 
should also be larger-diameter step on 
that end. 

POWER ON CREATING 
THE FRONT LUG 

Some really fine scores have been shot 
with Douglas barrel guns that didn't have 
a front lug installed, but I still have to be- 
lieve that the underlug is necessary for 
proper lockup and maximum accuracy. 
The cylinder is turning counterclockwise, 
and the pressure of the hand is forcing it 
leftward, pushing the yoke away from the 

frame and endangering lockup and align- 
ment. You can see it for yourself by put- 
ting a little oil between the yoke and the 
frame once you've got the barrel out, and 
dry firing the gun. As the cylinder turns, 
you'll observe the oil seeping out from the 
juncture of the yoke and the frame. This is 
because the yoke is moving slightly under 
pressure with no front lockup to keep it in 
the proper position. 

You'll have to install the lug yourself. I 
don't know of any source of Douglas bar- 
rels with the lug already fitted. Those of us 
who build them all the time find it takes 
about an hour, even when you've got the 
procedure down pat and you're using the 
best equipment. This is one reason some 
PPC makers have built their guns without 
the lugs: it's a very meticulous and time 
consuming job. A lot of people building 
just one gun for themselves might want to 
seriously consider having an expert do it 
for them. It'll probably be quite expen- 
sive, and they should be sure to have a 
really proficient PPC-gun builder doing 
the work, because it's very easy to make a 
mistake with it if you haven't done it be- 
fore. (I don't take these assignments my- 
self, and now build only complete conver- 
sions.) I screwed up more than once be- 
fore I got the hang of fitting the front lug. 

After I centerpunch the underside of 
the barrel to mark the centerline of the ex- 
tractor rod, I put the yoke back in the gun 
while the barrel is still on. Then I'll take a 
scribe and mark the outside edges of the 
frame on the left and right sides. This will 
show me how much of a bevel to make on 
the back of the barrel so it will come per- 
fectly flush with the frame. 

Make the extractor rod groove with a 
5/~e" end mill. Length of the slot is 2.420"; 
depth into the barrel should be .1901'. 

Power, using a series of carefully 
fitted .002" and .004" washers, 
alleviates excess cylinder end play. 

Mill the full length of the groove in one 
cut; then go back to the front of the 
groove and measure back toward the 
frame an inch (to allow for the underlug) 
and mill that same .190 depth out to the 
left surface of the barrel to create clear- 
ance for the extractor rod. 

Now you remove the barrel, and cut 
and crown it to the proper length. For a 
PPC gun, since the rules forbid anything 
longer than 6", I'll cut the barrel to about 
.010" short of that length. That's because 
some officials will measure the barrel 
from the muzzle to the face of the cylin- 
der, and I want to allow for that .006" bar- 
rel-cylinder gap. I use the same tool I use 

f o r  crowning the barrel, to shorten it to 
the right length. I counterbore the barrel, 
cut the bevel on the outside of the barrel. 
and then I lap the muzzle approximately 
six turns each way, with lapping com- 
pound on a round brass knob. You can 
also use emery paper over a round sur- 
face. Once you've got the muzzle lapped 
absolutely true, you're ready to cut that 
s/le" slot. 

In text, Power explains use of his 
special tool to determine cylinder 
line-up characteristics on a M-19. 
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I use about a45'  bevel on the outside 
edge of the barrels, and a 90' counter- 
bore. I leave the muzzle exactly square 
across, and of course the lapping of the 
muzzle will knock off any machine errors 
there. I leave it flat across, like a bench 
rest rifle muzzle, because I think that 
makes for maximum accuracy. Some peo- 
ple dish out the crown to 11' to allow for 
uniformity in the escaping gases, but my 
tests haven't shown this to improve ac- 
curacy in the revolver. The counterbor- 
ing, I believe, is for strictly the protection 
of the muzzle. 

To make the lug, I use Vie'' key stock, 
and put the hole for the lug bolt exactly in 
the center. 

Once you've got your barrel finished 
and your dimensions all right, you can in- 
stall the barrel on the frame. Be really 
sure that the threads are super-clean, be- 
cause even the smallest bit of metal filing, 
if it gets caught in there with those fine 
threads, will ball up and not only ruin your 
threads but bulge the frame in the barrel 
area. 

I put my barrels on with a torque 
wrench. Torque in to approximately 50 
foot-pounds. We then mark the exact cen- 
ter of the barrel and use that as our guide- 
line for milling out the 5/~e" slot for the ex- 
tractor rod and underlug. You then want 
to file the bottom part of the barrel exten- 
sion at the same angle the top of the yoke 

it,.. I s  milled; a look at a factory barrel will 
'give you a guide to the proper angle. For 

, , this, I use a 6" file with the teeth on the 
edge rounded off and that side of the file 

so I won't leave any "tracks" on 
the frame. About four good strokes will do 
it; it's awfully easy to take too much off. 

The end of the key stock is rounded and 
matched to the radius of the milled slot in 
the barrel. Then I cut it to exactly one 
inch long. The crosspin hole in the lug 
bolt should be cut with a size 50 drill bit, 
and you can use .073" wire for the cross- 
pin itself. 

Now, you silver-solder the lug on. I've 
had excellent luck with Welco #5 silver 
solder, which is also good for stainless 
steels. I flux the metal and apply the sol- 
der to it. With Welco #5, be especially 
careful not to have your flame directly on 
the flux area. Once the solder has been in- 
directly melted, set your underlug abso- 
lutely level in the solder, clamp it on, and 
go all the way down the bottom of the 
groove and all the way back up. Blow the 
excess solder off with an air hose, which 
will save you from having to clean it later 
with emery paper and file, but be extreme- 

'Â¥' Barrel under lug is shown here in 
various stages of completion. At 
left is completed gun with the lug 
and  i ts  locking bol t  ins ta l l ed .  

" " -  - 
safety glasses! One good thing about this 
type of solder is that the bluing solution 
will attack it, removing the excess solder 
and then bluing evenly over where it was. 
The result is an underlue with perfect fit 
and no soldering marks around it, which 
will look like it was machined out of the 
same piece of metal as the barrel. 

The crosspin is a tapering pin made out 
of size .073 wire, driven in left to right and 
dressed off flush. The bolt is made out of 
stainless steel, and will be installed later. 

Now, as you prepare to put the barrel 
on the frame for the last time, make sure 
the barrel is polished and that you've 
dressed off all the tool marks on the inside 
of the frame. You don't want any burrs 
there, or any of the raised metal that is 
sometimes left there after the serial and 
model numbers have been stamped, espe- 
cially the last number near the edge of the 
frame. 

Screw the barrel in carefully, and 
torque it up to where the Vie" ejector rod 
slot is lined up exactly with the corre- 
sponding part of the frame. 

Now, the underlug bolt itself is '/id' 

stainless steel. I like to keep the point 
identical in size and shape to that on a fac- 
tory S&W bolt, though I do prefer the 
wider 3/1e" bolt body, and the bigger cross- 
pin. 

When fitting to the extractor rod, I like 
to allow about .020" clearance between 
the end of the extractor rod and the back 
of the lug housing. You want it to fit so 
that the edge of the bolt is camming on 
the outside edge of the bevel at the head 

the end of the rod will makeuclosing the 
cylinder difficult. Try to duplicate the fac- 
tory bevelling, and polish the surfaces 
smooth with emery paper. The bolt should 
be long enough to use the factory bolt 
spring, which will save you a lot of work. 

When you're fitting that front lug bolt, 
be careful not to leave it really sharp at the 
end where it contacts the extractor rod, 
because if you do it can mushroom with 
wear and tear and eventually freeze the 
gun up. Just put a slight bevel on that 
sharp corner, and you can save yourself a 
lot of problems in the future. 

The bolt will have to be fitted by hand, 
rather than to textbook dimensions. The 
true test of proper fit is that you should be 
able to close and lock the cylinder by plac- 
ing your thumb at the rear of the cylinder; 
if the lug and bolt have been fitted right, 
the ejector rod will cam the bolt properly 
and then lock into place. 

You are now ready to tighten the cylin- 
der, true up the ejector rod, and install the 
BoMar sight rib. These steps will be 
looked at in detail in future 
installments of this series. . -  ̂

. * ,  

NOTE TO THE READER: ~hisseries'is by 
no means a do-it-yourself number. The 
techniques mentioned and illustrated 
here are subtleties designed to be put into 
use only by the skilled and experienced 
pistolsmith. Those who aren't into their 
own "heavy" gunsmithing should, how- 
ever, find the insight into the master's 
techniques edifying and enjoyable in it- 
self. I know I did.-Massad F. Ayoob 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAY/JUNE 1978 

, 
. . 



Master Of The colt 

Profile of a Craftsman, Innovator, Perfectionist 
and a .45 Customiser of Reknown 

By WALTER L. RICKELL 

w HEN the words "Custom Combat 
.45 Auto" are mentioned anywhere 

in this world, there is one name that 
comes to mind, Armand Swenson. In the 
past 10 years he has written the book on 
the subject and, although his work has 
been copied by others, many feel that he 
has yet to be equalled. I have seen work 
that you might say is as good as the 
Swede's, but it was still not a Swenson. 
When you commission Armand to do a 
job, you not only deliver your Colt Gov- 
ernment Model or Commander to him for 
safe keeping (maybe up to two years) but 
you are entering into an experience. For, 
Swenson is an American Tradition-it's 
that simple. 

The two questions most asked Swenson 
ire: "Have you always worked on the .45 
iuto?" and "Are you from Sweden?'To 
mswer the last question first, "No." He is 
a native Californian (a rare breed these 
days) born in Oakland in 1916, into a 
family of artisans. By the time he was a 
young man in the 1930's he was a profes- 
sional boxer on the Northwestern Circuit. 
Always having an interest in the sea he 
took up yacht design and building as a 
trade which was utilized during World 
War I1 in special projects. 

After the war, Armand turned to an- 
other love, riflesmithing, full time. This 
was in Seattle, where he operated a cus- 
tom rifle shop, building fine hunting and 
benchrest rifles. Armand held quite a few 
Northwest benchrest records. Some of the 
finest custom rifle work and stock making 
are in his past when, at the same time, he 
was also designing and building seacraft. 
One of the most famous which he had a 
major part in creating was the Hydro- 
plane, Miss Bardal 11. 

In the late 50's, Jefferies Yacht Com- 
pany brought Armand to Southern Cali- 
fornia as their chief designer and during 
that time he built some of the most sea 
worthy vessels turned out by that com- 

pany. As he worked at yacht building, he 
treated rifles and pistols as his hobby, 
which slowly worked into the business that 
he now operates. 

A turning point in his career came 
about at the urging of a friend in the early 
60's. Armand shortened a Government 
Model '/a inch more than the Colt Com- 
mander model and the "Bob Cat" was 
born. From there came the other Swenson 
trademarks such as the squared-off trigger 
guard, S&W 'K' model sight installation, 
checkered front and backstraps, matted 

A Colt Gold Cup featuring just 
about every Swenson modification. 

top of the slide, ambidextrous thumb 
safety, and last but not least that famous 
Swenson Accuracy. But to answer the first 
question, Armand did not start serious 
work full time on the .45 auto until the 
middle 60's when he just, flat out, became 
snowed under with orders for custom 
work. 

When Swenson first came back to Cali- 
fornia he located his shop in Gardena and 
this is where all the developments that are 
now commonplace in the combat pistol 
field were designed and perfected. De- 
signing major alterations of the old war- 
horse Model 191 1 was not a simple task 
but took considerable machining and 
welding skills, plus an absolute under- 
standing and mastery of aesthetics. This 
latter trait is very important, for we have 
seen fine ideas and developments master- 
fully put together that bordered on genius, 
but lacked the aesthetics to make it look 
appealing and saleable. This, Armand has, 
as evidenced by his past experience in al- 
tering military actions, bending and alter- 
ing bolts, checkering bolt handles, alter- 
ing military triggers to crisp, short travel 
and, last but not least, that eye and skill of 
the stockmaker-not merely finishing a 
turned piece of wood but carving it from a 
solid plank that he sometimes selected 
from a standing tree. 

This mastering of the techniques of the 
gunsmith's trade qualified Armand well to 
tackle the conquest of the .45 auto. The 
impact of Swenson was so profound that 
his work became known as "Swensoniz- 
ing." 

Even though most of his work is on the 
.45 auto and Armand calls the place 
Swenson's .45 Shop, he does do work on 
other guns, such as the Browning Hi-Pow- 
er and some revolvers, mostly for Hard 
White Chrome plating. 

Let's take a closer look at some of the 
Swenson trademarks. Probably the most 
noticeable is the Hard White Chrome fin- 
ish. This was not an original idea by any 
means, but he was the first gunsmith that I 
know of to apply this well known finish to 
firearms. It has been used for years in the 
automotive and aircraft industries to cut 
friction in pistons, cylinders and in other 
areas where a long wearing, friction free 
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'. . ambidextrous thumb safety. For years * 

Swenson built these by hand. He began by 4 
extending the standard thumb safety for 
ease of operation. Later, he redesigned 
the long safety for the right side of the 
frame. It utilized the same shaft that ex- 
tended from the thumb safety through the 
frame to hold the grip safety in place on 
the frame. The early models featured a 
square pin at the end of the shaft on the 
right side of the frame that mated with a 
blind square hole on the left safety lever. 
The lever was held in place on the shaft by 
the right hand grip panel which had to be 
altered to allow the lever to work freely 
under it. 

Lately, Armand has gone to a stainless 
steel investment casting which features 
the connecting grip safety pin being as- 
sembled by a tongue and groove system. 
There are several other ways to connect 
them, and the above mentioned and every 
other system have been patented by Swen- 
son. The unit is sold to the public and re- 
quires some handfitting to insure that the 
safety properly engages the sear. 

Armand also sells the regular extended 
thumb safety which is a single unit that re- 
places the regular Colt or G. I. v e r s i o n ~  
this goes for $25.00, while the dual pur- 
pose model is around $38.50 in kit form. 
All are investment cast from highest quali- 
ty stainless steel. 

One of Armand's pioneer features was 
the installation of the "K" model S & W 
rear sight on the .45 slide. The technique 
has changed little, with shear pins now be- 
ing added for strength. The sight must be 
set correctly in the slide for proper front 
sight application. 

Alone with the sight installation is the 

tandai 
1s given 
unit and 

'd accuracy set up by Swenson. The Government Model 
full house treatment and fitted with a .22 conversion 
a .38/44 barrel and bushing for multi-purpose use. 

surface was needed. The secret of the 
technique is not the chrome itself but the 
preparation of the surface, which must be 
flawless. The surface is hydro-honed with 
diamond dust to prepare it for the matte 
finish. When the chrome is applied it is 
only Yioths to 5/~oths of '/ioooth of an inch 
thick. Certain allowances are made to al- 
low for clearances in close fitting areas. 
The plating is sent to a custom plating 
house which Armand has used for over a 
decade. The next most popular finish is 
the standard old blue job which is all done 
in the shop. Nearly 90% of the pistols go- 
ing through the shop are ordered with the 
Hard White Chrome finish. 

The squared-off trigger guard was pi- 
oneered by Armand Swenson, applying 
the knowledge gained in altering bolts and 
triggers on military rifle actions. The tech- 
nique involves heating the trigger guard to 
the correct temperature, then forging it to 
the desired shape and contour. This all 
had to be done without disturbing the 
character of the frame, for heating it too 
much, or cooling it incorrectly, could 
cause the temper to be lost or, even worse, 
.warp the frame. 

After this is done the surfaces are fin- 
ished out and checkered to match the 
front strap of the frame. This feature is ap- 
plied only to the steel frame models. The 
squared-off trigger guard has done much 
to popularize the two-hand hold with the 
big auto. 

Perhaps the most famous Swenson in- 
vention seen today, since it is sold sepa- 
rately and assembled on the many stan- 

u u 

custom stippling or matting on the slide. 
This not only offers a non-glare surface 
but looks damned good, in my opinion. 

Aside from the outer cosmetic features 
which are readily noticeable, all Swenson 

f ^ 
it. - . -  

Steps in installing the S&W "K" 
model rear sight. The commercial 
s l i d e  ( r igh t )  i s  m i l l e d  (cen ter )  
and completed job is shown at left. 

' Y. 
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One of Armand's personal favorites; an 
old Model 1911 with the works. Note the 
full length rib and the inset rear sight. 

and none will leave the place until it will 
produce those one hole 25 yard groups. 

Armand Swenson is now located near 
Fallbrook, California where he lives with 
his wife, Irene. Brochures and price list of 
all services offered are available upon re- 
quest. A little hint: self addressed and 
stamped return envelopes are answered 
first. This is not a retail store. They do not 

sell guns. You furnish the basic material 

-45's are given his famous accuracy treat- -=' 
ment. This includes finely fitting all parts 
properly to take up the slack and loose- 
ness, guaranteeing precise return into bat- 
tery each time a round is fired. 

Along with the standard work done on 
the Government Model and the Com- 
mander, Armand also pioneered the 
shortened versions of the pistol. The first 
steel frame shortened pistols were called 
"Bob Cat." Not too many are made today 
at the Swenson shop since the introduc- 
tion of the steel frame Commander, but 
some customers still want a shortened 
slide to fit the standard G.I. To accom- 
plish this, the slide can not be cut in half 
and welded together. This is not safe and 
Armand will not use this procedure, or 
any that is not safe, in his shop. One prob- 
lem that comes with this shortening is that 

I 
the barrel sets up at a sharper angle, thus 
changing the point of impact of the bullet. 
Another is the lightened slide which hasless 
weight for it tofunction properly. All this 
has to be rebalanced and timed to shoot 

B- properly and safely. 
I have seen many of these shortened 

; versions of the .45 and those who own a 
Swenson job claim that his are the only 

. ones that function properly and accurate- 
ly. Accuracy is of the utmost importance 
in the Swenson shop; he tests each pistol 
personally with match and combat loads 

Although Swenson and pretty much 
standardized the work he does on 
a .45, this group shows variations 
'hat gives each gun a unique touch. 

and Armand does his work. Don't be in a 
hurry-the backlog is 2'/2 years for the 
most extensive work. But it's worth the 
wait, and you will be in the most elite 
group of gun owners, the possessor of a 
custom Swenson .45 automatic. 

Address all mail to: Armand Swenson, 
Swenson's .45 Shop, P.O. Box 606, Fall- 
brook, California 
92028. 
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The 
Tools of 

Heyday of 

Western Style Fast Draw is Still Alive 
and the Equipment is Most Unique 

By GEORGE E. VIRGINES 

of the natural true American , 

handgunner sports has to be Fast ONE 
Draw. This sport is, more or less, a tradi- 
tionalist event, in as much as it originates 
from the concept of two gunfighters fac- 
ing one another as in the days of the old 
West. Historically speaking this rarely 
ever happens. It was the Western movies 
and later the TV Westerns of the early 
1950's and 60's that really fostered this 
idea. 

Much has been written on the history 
and personalities of fast draw but very lit- 
tle information on the specialized guns 
and holsters that have developed from the 
sport. But to understand the custom guns 
and holsters that are now being used, you 
first must be acquainted with the tech- 
niques and phases of fast draw. To com- 
prehend the need for specialization in 
equipment here are a few excerpts from 
the fast draw rules and regulations; 

"Only single action revolvers with .38 
or larger caliber may be used. The mini- 
mum length of the barrel must be 4'1s 
inches. The trigger and guard may be cut 
down, but not through, the trigger shoe 
may not extend beyond the trigger guard 
on the side of use, viewed from the rear of 
the trigger guard only, and cylinder slots 
may be deepened but not cut through. 
The hammer shall hold on full and half 
cock when the gun is reasonably jarred. 
Factory stock hammers are legal. Custom 
built hammers cannot exceed these speci- 
fications; extend no more than half inch 
above the frame; half inch out of the right 
or left of the frame. All parts must be on 
or in the gun and working. Sights are op- 
tional. 

The holsters must cover 75% of the cyl- 
inder and all of the top of the minimum 
length barrel when the gun is positioned 
for drawing. The holster must be western 
type and worn on a belt around the waist 
or him. It must not slant more than 45 de- 
grees from a shooting.stance. 

Ammunition requirements a re  for 
blanks with powder only, no foreign mate- 
rial allowed. The shell casing must be of 
factory length and make. Nothing bigger 
than .45 Colt casings will be allowed. For 
wax events, factory made shotgun or pistol 
primers only, no powder. No buckshot be- 
hind the wax or the wax bullet cut so it will 
break nil. etc" 

1 ,  

As in all gun sports, thy gun is the first 
important item, secondary is the neces- 

Gil Guerra demonstrates the Up 
Twist draw. Gil is a top shoote 
and the chairman of the W.F.D.A. 
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An early Ruger .357 Magnum that has been completely customized. Note 
the fanning hammer, aluminum barrel bored to .45, shaved trigger guard. 

sary ammo, perhaps loading equipment, 
etc. But in fast draw, the holster runs a 
close second to the gun. 

The gun must be a frontier style single 
action type revolver. Back in the early 
days of fast draw the Colt Single Action 
was the most popular; naturally so be- 
cause of its tradition and historical back- 
ground. When the Colt Company decided 
to once again manufacture the old Colt 
Single Action in 1955 the only barrel 
lengths available were 5'12 inch and 7'12 
inch and some of the fast draw boys 
started out with the 5% inch barrel. Be- 
cause of fast draw and its sudden surge of 
popularity, Colt came out once more with 
the popular 43/4" barrel and this was wide- 
ly acceptable at the time. But just about 
the same time one of the first authentic 
copies of Colt's famed single action was 
introduced by the Great Western Compa- 
ny of California. In addition to all of the 
various Colt barrel lengths, they also pro- 
duced a special custom single action just 
for fast draw. It had the same traditional 
design of the Colt, finished in blued and 
case hardened with a brass trigger guard 
and backstrap, and imitation stag grips; 
all together fine looking handgun. The ac- 
tion was custom honed for fast draw and 
extra deep indexing cuts in the cylinder as- 
sured proper lock no matter how fast the 
gun was cocked. 

It was my privilege to test one of these 
guns in several contests and exhibitions 
and it truly was a fine operating revolver. 
The price was appealing at the time, it 
sold for only $89.95 over Colt's Single Ac- 
tion which was then $125. 

During the early days of fast draw, one 
dealer, Glauser's Guns of Toledo, Ohio, 
offered several package deals for the 
aspiring fast draw enthusiast. One such 
deal, priced at $193.50, offered a Great 
Western .45 single action, a Ojala fast 
draw holster & rig, 200.45 caliber empty 
brass cases, 100 primers, one Ideal 310 

Loading Tool, one cleaning kit and free 
wax and targets. Super and Super Deluxe 
sets were also available. 

Between the re-issued Colt and the new 
Great Western a completely new single ac- 
tion type revolver appeared on the mar- 
ket, this was the Ruger Single Action .357 
Magnum. It became one of the most 
popular single actions available. There 
were no leaf springs, it had all coil springs 
throughout, and the price was right at only 
$87.50. The shooters of fast draw were 
quick to realize the potential of this brand 
new single action Ruger and soon began 
to converting and altering it for their pur- 
pose. 

Before going into detail on the extent 
that the Ruger was customized, it is neces- 
sary to mention the two techniques em- 
ployed in drawing a gun from the holster, 
fast draw style and how as the technique 
progressed and speed accelerated the 
need for a specialized, custom revolver 
became apparent. 

The original and basic method was sim- 
ply called thumbing. This was accom- 
plished by first extending the hand about 
five or six inches forward of the initial 
point of contact with the gun-which in 
this case will be the hammer. The hand is 
brought back sharply and the hammer is 
cocked by striking it back with out- 
stretched thumb before the last three fin- 
gers even touch the grip to make the 
draw. 

In this technique all that was necessary 
to put the gun in fast draw shape was to 
have the action timed and smooth, light- 
ened the hammer spring by filing it thin- 
ner, and perhaps deepening the cylinder 
notches to assure the cylinder would lock 
and line up every time with the barrel. 
There is perhaps no other gun sport that is 
as hard on a gun than fast draw. 

The second method is fanning, now 
called "Up-Twist Fanning7'-now the 
most popular and accepted technique in 

fast draw competition. This is considered 
the fastest way to clear leather as wit- 
nessed by the fantastic scores accom- 
plished by the top shooters in fast draw. 
When bare fractions of hundreds of a sec- 
ond can make the difference between win- 
ning or losing, one can understand the im- 
portance of doing everything possible, 
legally and within the rules, to gain that 
extra edge. 

Up twist fanning has replaced the 
thumbing style, however it also takes a 
great deal more practice. In this draw the 
gun is drawn with the right hand, and the 
trigger is depressed as it's drawn. The left 
hand is extended across the front of the 
body about waist high, with the hand 
open, palm upward, just forward of the 
holster. As the gun is drawn the drawing 
hand turns inward in order to twist the 
gun sideways and leyel. At the same time 
the edge of the left palm strikes the ham- 
mer to cock the gun. Contrary to the old 
fashioned practice of fanning a single ac- 
tion till the chamber is empty, only one 
shot is fired at a time in fast draw. 

With the advent of fanning, the guns 
and holsters began to take on a new look. 

The most popular handgun now being 
used in fast draw is the old model Ruger 
single action .357, re-built of course. Sec- 
ond choice is the Colt Single Action .45 
with 43/4 inch barrel. There are still a few 
Great Westerns, Dakotas, Hawes guns 
being used. 

(Continued on page 56) 

- -  . . . g r 
by Alfonse. Holster is lined with 
sheet teflon. Note the deflector. 

I 
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Where our readers and writers tell us 

I of a custom gunsmith you should know. 

SHERMAN'S CUSTOM GUNS 

By JOHN OSGOOD 

w ALT SHERMAN'S skills at pistol- 
smithing became evident to us at 

the Florida Police Combat League Match, 
August 20, 1977. Using a Python con- 
verted by himself, Walt tied for the sec- 
ond stage with Jim O'Neill of Clearwater, 
who used a Smith Model 14 customized 
by-you guessed it-Walt Sherman. Walt 
won the third stage and then proceeded to 
lose the aggregate by 2 X's! 

Walt's specialty is building custom 
combat revolvers. He began pistolsmith- 
ing in the Marine Corps as an armorer, 
and is currently armorer for the Florida 
Highway Patrol. He has also been to Colt 
and Smith & Wesson factory schools. 

A typical Sherman custom pistol begins 
with a Smith & Wesson Model 10 or a 
Colt Python. He adds a Douglas barrel to 
the customer's desired length, Bo-Mar rib, 
adds a trigger stop and smoothes the trig- 
ger, does a complete action job, and re- 

blues the entire gun. For the Smith this 
will cost $165, the Colt $180. Either in 
stainless version will add $20. Walt 
doesn't mill the barrel on his guns as he, 
and most other shooters, like the extra 
weight. If you want the barrel milled, 
though, add another $15. 

What does this buy? X-ring accuracy 
guaranteed, plus one year of functioning. 
"I'll even stretch that one year a bit," said 
Walt, as we looked over the Python he 
had used in the match. The action was in- 
credibly smooth and had a pull of about 
4'12 pounds. His backlog is currently run- 
ning six weeks. A tribute to his skills as a 
smith and shooter is the fact he is the 
1977 Florida State Combat Pistol Cham- 
pion, and rated second in the Governor's 
Twenty. 

Sherman's Custom Guns, Dept. J.O., 
9621 Rose Road, Talla- 
hassee, Florida 32301. 
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(Continued from page 27) 

by making a slot in the frame, I could lock 
the hammer and cylinder without touch- 
ing the mechanism. I also replaced a 
screw on the bolt with a special one made 
for the purpose. I machined the thumb- 
piece to fit the slot and, by puttinga spring 
washer between the thumbpiece and the 
nut I could have the thumbpiece swivel 
freely. The work was simple, the safety 
was positive and most inexpensive." 

To date, Frank has converted over 
12,000 revolvers. He does Smith & Wes- 
sons of any frame size for $18, Colts for 
$25, and will knock off three bucks on ei- 
ther if the customer is a nolice officer. 

The gun he sent me to test was a well- 
worn S&W Model 10 with 4" heavy bar- 
rel. It is in fact the duty gun of a New York 
City police officer, and the first R-F con- 
verted revolver to be carried on duty by a 
cop. 

The safety is engaged by pressing the 
thumbpiece inward and upward, so the 
rear end is angled toward the hammer. 
This effectively locks trigger and hammer 
in the uncocked position. It leaves the top 
edge of the cylinder latch protruding 
slightly above the edge of the frame at 
hammer level; one releases the safety into 
"fire" mode by brushing it down into the 
normal thumbpiece position. 

It somewhat resembled the special 
thumb-safety Model 10s made by Smith 
& Wesson for elements of French law en-, 
forcement on special order. These guns 
are now much-sought-after collectors 
items, and little known in this country. Jan 
Stevenson, who examined them in their 
native habitat, didn't think much of them, 
and people at S&W have confided that 
there are problems in the gun going safe 
when it shouldn't. They weren't any more 
specific than that, but I think I know how 
what they were talking about could relate 
to the Murabito conversion. We'll explain 
later. 

The real point in a Murabito conver- 
sion, obviously, is to thwart gun-grab at- 
tempts. A secondary consideration is 
"child-proofing" a gun kept in the home. 
There are two questions you have to ask 
with this conversion, and the second and 
most important is "Will it make my gun 
shoot-proof in unauthorized hands?" The 
answer to first question, ("Does it work as 
it should mechanically?"), is an unquali- 
fied yes, as far as I can determine. But that 
second question is more involved. 

It comes down, in the end, to who it is 
who grabs your gun out of your holster. 
The instinct is to simply pull the trigger, 
and the chances are greatly in your favor 
that the turkey who snatches your R-F 
converted service revolver probably isn't 

going to be able to figure out how to make 
it shoot before you have (a) clubbed him 
unconscious, or (b) blown him away (or 
restored him to a sense of orderly reason) 
with your backup gun. 

The problem is, the safety is not in a se- 
cret place. I have met a lot of novices who 
took one look at the cylinder latch on the 
first Smith & Wesson that ever sat in their 
hand, and pronounced knowingly, "That's 
the safety, right?'If you're out cold or 
something, and that guy has the time to 
stand around and figure out how to get the 
gun to work, that cylinder latch is going to 
be the first thing he'll monkey with until 
the gun does work. I will be the first to ad- 
mit that this is nitpicking; if the gun didn't 
have the R-F safety, he could simply shoot 
you without monkeying around. 

Likewise, a kid messing with a gun he 
wasn't supposed to have found will very 
quickly realize that the big thing behind 
the cylinder on the left side probably has 
something to do with making the gun 
work. He was bright enough to find the 
supposedly secured gun in the first place, 
wasn't he? 

But enough of my kvetching. A drunk 
or punk who tears your gun out of the hol- 
ster in the frenzied darkness of an alley- 
fight is unlikely to get that safety off be- 
fore you can deal with him. Out of the 
conversions done to date, Murabito has 

HISTORY OF 
SMITH & WESSON 

by Roy G. Jinks 

Presented for the first time are facts, 
production information, and data on variations 
and modifications of all post-1945 SMITH & 
WESSON firearms, information necessary to every 
S & W gun collector. Written by SMITH & 
WESSON authority Roy G. Jinks, this all new 
book carefully 'details the evolution of the company 
and step-by-step, describes the development of 
each of their firearms from 1852 through and 
including 1977. Send $15.95 plus $1 .OO for 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER 

591 Camino de la Reina San Diego, CA 921 08 

Please send ___ copy (iesj of HISTORY OF SMITH & 
WESSON. Enclosed is $1 5.95 for each book plus $1 .OO 
for postage and handling per copy. 

NAME 

I ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 
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HI-COMPRESSION 
22 CAL- PELLET FIRING 

No Permit Required 
8 Purchaser must be over 21 \\\ 
8 FREE: 50 rounds of Reusable 22 Cal 

Ammo and a Supply of Targets 
This high compression air pistol slams eight 
hard-hitting 22cal. pellets into its target Without 
reloading. Just snap back the bolt, turn the 
cylinder and you're ready for the next round. A 
molded hand grip, long barrel and ring sight 
provide unusual accuracy and comfort. On1 
$9.95 plus 7% for postage and handling - if COD 
send $2.00 good will deposit and pa postman the 
balance plus COD charges. FREE ammo and 
targets included. State age when ordering. Not 
sold in N.Y.C. 
Honor House, Dept. 527AP75 Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 - N.Y. Res. add appropriate sales tax 

THE LEWIS LEAD REMOVER i 
SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 

$7.95 
Revolver Cleaning Kit. Removes leading from 
Forcing Cone, Cylinder, and Barrel. Available 
In either 38-41-44-45 cal. Brass cloth paches 
(Pk. 10) $1.50. Order direct or from your 
dealer. Check or Money Order. 

GUN SPECIALTIES INC. 
College Park, Georgia P.O. Box 31 

PERSONAL 
DEFENSE 

Blackie Collins 81 Chris McLoughlin 

Exciting and useful new 
book on armed defense. Heavy 
emphasis on firearms and 
edged weapons with 234 all 
new photographs. Weapons 
concealment and escape and 
evasion techniques are dis- 
cussed in detail. This is a large 
format book with 160 pages of 
interesting information and 
high quality photographs. A 
must for these days and times. 

$8.95 Softbound 
$1 2.50 Hardbound 

Send check or money order to: 

Defense 
P.O. Box 18595 

many testimonial letters, most or all of 
which revolve around kids getting their 
hands on policemen's revolvers and not 
being able to make them go off. No homi- 
cidally-inclined gun-grabbers have yet 
tried and been thwarted, but I personally 
feel it's only a matter of time. 

The first speculation that hits the read- 
er's mind is, "Doesn't this defeat one ad- 
vantage of the revolver, the instant, in- 
stinctive first shot? How much is this go- 
ing to slow up the policeman's or armed 
citizen's gun handling in a split-second 
crisis situation?" 

There may be a slow-up, if the owner of 
the gun has not been trained and drilled 
in quick-draw-and-fire with it. Many de- 
partments have trouble enough training 
every recruit and line officer to get his un- 
modified service revolver out and firing 
with any kind of speed; these are usually 
poorly trained departments, and adding 
the step of familiarizing the troops with a 
safety is likely to slow down the response 
still more. 

I took to the R-F safety immediately, 
but I'm a .45 auto devotee, and have spent 
many years learning to instinctively 
thumb-down the safety of the pistol I 
draw. If you are familiar with cocked-and- 
locked automatics, the R-F will be perfect- 
ly natural for you. People who shoot only 
once or twice a year or less will fumble 
with i t  Ironically, it is this type of person 
who is likelv to have accidental discharges 

u 

with their unfamiliar sidearms anyway; 
their supervisors will think, "Aha, I'll fit 
all their guns with R-F safeties so it can't 
happen," and these undertrained people 
will be even less able to draw and fire 
quickly and surely, admittedly, they'll also 
be less likely to accidentally fire their weap- 
ons. It is significant that a large per- 
centage of R-Fs sales to date seem to be 
in the notoriously under-trained security 
guard sector. 

Three other problems can occur in ac- 
tual firing of a gun modified with the R-F 
safety. One is that the safety is quite likely 
to be accidentally engaged as the cylinder 
is opened for reloading. Most officers are 
trained to open the cylinder as they switch 
the gun from left hand to right, so the left 
can handle ejection and hold the weapon 
while the more dextrous right hand grabs 
the fresh ammo. This means that in many 
hands, including mine, the pressure that 
opens the S&W cylinder latch will be 
pushing up as well as forward, and may 
lock the safety. The reloaded gun will not 
fire until it is released. (This is unlikely to 
occur in an R-F converted Colt, since 
many people will be pulling more back 
and down on the thumbpiece). 

Can the safety be knocked upward into 
"safe" position as the gun recoils during 
firing? I've been told that it did occur with 
the French Model 10s with the factory-in- 
stalled thumb safeties. It is theoretically 
possible, since at the moment the ham- 
mer falls, and while the trigger is still 

back, the sareiy can engage if the thumb- 
piece is bumped into the angled "up7' 
position. This could happen if you have a 
big thumb, or place it wrong. It is, how- 
ever, most unlikely, and if you were to 
have this problem, it would certainly show 
up in practice, provided that you trained 
with full power ammo. 

Finally, you have to be sure the safety 
thumbpiece is tilted fully forward and up , 

into the no-fire position. The nature of the 
R-F conversion on the Smith & Wesson 
mechanism is such that you can push the 
safety forward and up lightly, and feel a 
definite movement and stop. The gun, 
however, is still in "fire " mode. 

In this "false safe" position, the upper 
edge of the thumbpiece protrudes slightly 
over the top left of the frame; it should be 
markedly up and over, and the only way 
you can test for sure is to try to start the 
hammer back with your thumb and see 
whether or not it stops. Don't test the safe- 
ty with your trigger finger, since you'll un- 
consciously be expecting the rigid resis- 
tance of a locked action, and are likely to 
put too much pressure on the trigger if the 
safety isn't locked. You don't need me to 
tell you what will happen then. 

Well, here I've bitched about three or 
four different things that could go wrong 
with the R-F safety. Now let me tell you 
what's right with it. The release is every 
bit as natural and foolproof as that on a 
.45 auto or Browning 9 mm or any auto- 
matic of that genre. It is quickly learned 
by anyone willing to practice with it, just 
as is the cocked and locked carry with a 
single-action automatic. 

And it is likely to save lives, and indeed, 
has already. 

What we have here is a mechanical 
. 

safety that works as it was designed to, that 
is easy and natural for a trained man to re- 
lease with no loss whatever in response 
time to a life-threatening situation. It 
briefly prevents a person unfamiliar with 
it from firing the weapon. If you're talking 
about a kid left alone with it in your bed- 
room, or a brawler left alone with it as he 
stands over your unconscious form trying 
to figure out how to shoot you, why then, 
you've only prolonged the inevitable. But 
if somebody grabs it out of your holster 
and tries to kill you with it, it is quite likely 
to buy you the time you need to rectify the 
situation and write Frank Murabito a very 
nice letter. 

I'm glad Frank came up with this, and 
for the ridiculously low price of $15. I say 
that because I've been deeply trained and 
practiced in drawing and firing a safety- 
locked handgun. I would have serious 
doubts about ordering the modification 
on every gun in the department, unless ev- 
ery pistol-packer there was thoroughly 
trained with it. I've observed several de- 
partments that issue double-action auto- 
matics, and have noted that while close to 
half the officers in each organization car- 

(Continued on page 66) , 

. ,. 
AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAY/JUNE 1978 ' . , 



NEW! The completely revisedllth edition of the most 
comprehensive firearms reference ever published. 

Examines arms of 42 nations from 1900- 
present every chapter completely revised 5 
new chapters follow small arms developments 
since W.W. II 672 pages well over 2000 
photos 

Renowned military scholars consult it to keep 
current with world arms capabilities ... Faceless 
mercenaries, they say, use it as a "shopping 
guide." 

And weapons buffs-perhaps like yourself- 
read it over and over again just for the sheer enjoy- 
ment of being "hands-on" close to the finest in 
classic and modern military hardware. 

The book is Small Arms of the World. And 
now, in its 11th Edition, you get completely revised 
chapters ... new sections ... new photographs ... 

. a n d  hundreds of new weapons, many of which 
. >'. haveonly been whispered about in print until now. 
4 ~ r u l ~  International 
, Small Arms of the World is one of the few 
? Jweapons references that is truly international in 

scope. In its more than 600 fully illustrated pages, 
you'll find pistols, rifles, submachineguns and ma- 
chine guns from 42 nations. Weapons ranging 
from Astras to Kalishnikovs. Armalites to 
Mausers. Brens to STENS. Hush Puppies to Uzis. 
They date from the turn of the century right up to 
today. 

Small Arms of the World not onlv examines 

Loading, Firing, Stripping 

of political infighting it takes to get a weapor 1 Name- 
adopted by the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Act Now for Risk-Free Offer 1 Address I 

If you're a weapons buff-someone who ao u 

well known and widely employed weapons, but 
also spotlights obscure and often bizarre arms It 
exposesvirtually useless weapons praises truly 
outstanding ones. even points out proofmarks 
and minor modifications in design that help pin- 
point dates and places of manufacture For these 
reasons, this unique book isan absolute must for predates the thought and technology that goes I City State Zw . 
any serious collector ,; ,, .J ,- . . . * . into engineering small armaments, we guarantee p 4 
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An Over-The-Counter 
Combat Rig that Performs 

Like a Champion 

"Pistolero" 
By MIKE BARACH 

F or those handgunners that are caught 
up in competitive combat shooting, 

the Bianchi leather firm is now offering 
their new Pistolero combat rig. The outfit 
has been designed for optimum perform- 
ance and comes equipped with a 2'/2" 

suede-lined belt, newly dehigned holster 
with leg strap, and a quick-draw magazine 
holder. The holster is made to accommo- 
date large frame Colt or Browning autos. 

The test rig sent to me is typical of Bian- 
chi's quality and workmanship. All tooling 
and stitching is very well done. 

The "Pistolero" is available in either 
tan or black, with a plain finish being stan- 
dard in both. The outfit is attractive in 
both colors, however I'm rather partial to 
tan. Unfortunately, the basket-weave de- 
sign isn't available on the rig. It doesn't 
make the outfit perform any better, but 
would enhance its looks in my opinion. 

The rig's fully contoured belt is 2'/2" 
wide with suede lining on the inside to 
prevent slippage on the hips while draw- 
ing. For good looks, it's given a fancy 
stitch design through the middle and for 
added strength it is outline-stitched 
around the edges. The right side of the 
belt is indexed for holster placement and 
once secured in position with the two re- 
taining-screws, is motionless. 

Author found the Pistolero rig comfortable while Entire rig presents a rugged, neat appearance. Overall 
practicing on his self-constructed combat course. quality of leather, stitching and workmanship was tops. 
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The newly designed holster boasts a 
metal reinforced sight channel, Auto-Flex 
gun retainer, full leather face and lining, 
and last but not least a leg strap. The hol- 
ster is well designed, being very rigid for 
both strength and protection as well as of- 
fering a snag-free draw. It is angled slight- 
ly for increased speed in clearing the gun 
from the top of the holster. Bianchi's rein- 
forced molded sight channel (metal lined) 
is, no doubt, a very good feature for com- 
bat shooting as the front sight is better 
protected and it also uses the channel as a 
guide way as the gun slides in and out of 
the holster. 

The Auto-Flex gun retainer is a new 
idea that utilizes molded surgical rubber 
made much like the conventional safety 
strap. The Auto-Flex is, however, a little 
shorter and because it is made of rubber, 
stretches, applying tension that securely 
holds the gun in the holster. The Auto- 
Flex retainer slips over the auto's cocked 
hammer serving as a safety. In order to i 

convince myself of the safety of the gun 
while cocked with the Auto-Flex in posi- 
tion (over the hammer) I pushed in on the 

? Colt's grip-safety and forced the trigger 
t back with a small screwdriver. The ham- 

mer was held back by the retainer and 
didn't so much as start to move. There's 

The Grip w.,,J magazine pouch holds 
two spare clips securely, yet they 
can be withdrawn with little effort. 

no doubt in my mind of the safety the 
Auto-Flex offers. It likewise holds the gun 
very securely in the holster, even if one 
were to go as far as to perform backward- 
somersaults. (There is usually some form 
of rigorous movement required at 
matches to insure the safety of the holster 
being used) I've been accustomed to the 
leather safety straps oil my other hunting 
and combat holsters, but the Auto-Flex is 
stronger due to the tension applied and in 
my opinion safer than the leather type, but 
I must admit that I had some difficulty 
using it. Naturally, it's newness had a great 

The Pistolero combat rig comes complete with holster, leg strap. 
belt and Grip Clip magazine holder. Author's Gold Cup is shown. 

Auto-Flex strap ,- of suiy,cal 
rubber. It holds pistol in place 
and blocks hammer from firing pin. 

deal to do with the awkwardness I experi- 
enced, but the tension does make a differ- 
ence in replacing it over the hammer. It 
requires more force to stretch it over the 
hammer and this is where I ran into some 
difficulty with i t  I believe that once a per- 
son has become thoroughly familiar with 
this stretch-type retainer no major hand- 
ling problems would arise. I'm certain 
that the inconvenience of becoming ac- .. 
customed to it through practicing would be ' 

' 

outweighed by its ability to positively hold 
the aim in the holster as well as affording " " 
protection against accidental firing. 

As far as leg-straps go, there's little to 
be said of them other than that 1 personal- 
ly prefer to have one on any type of quick- 
draw rig, as it's a good feature. Having the 
holster remain next to the leg while draw- 
ing helps speed and I don't know of a bet- 
ter way than the use of the leg-strap. , . . ~ 

The last accessory of the "Pistolero"~ 
outfit is almost as important as the hol- 
ster. Bianchi's "Clip-Grip," as it is called, 
enables the user to very quickly remove a 
fresh magazine and ram it home with little 
thought or effort. The "Clip-Grip" incor- 
porates an adjustable tension screw to 
hold the magazines as loosely or tightly as 
one desires. The magazines are separated 
approximately 3/4'' by a round bushing 
made of rubber. The "Clip-Grip" is not 
stationary and may be positioned any- 
where on the belt. 

I've been using the Pistolero Combat 
rig for a good while now and other than 
the difficulty I had getting used to the 
Auto-Flex gun retainer, I'm very happy 
with the outfit's looks, styling, and over-all 
performance. The rig fits me well, and 
thus is comfortable while running through 
the course. My Gold Cup slides in and out 
of the holster with some resistance but it's 
nothing to be greatly concerned about, as 
the holster is still a bit tight from being 
rather new. 

All in all, the "Pistolero" is a lot of rig 
for the money. It's available at your local 
dealer or direct from Bianchi, 
retailing at $89.95. 
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of competition, and never have been; they 
jig this stuff, though, because of its novel- 
ty, practicality, and challenge. Of the rest, 
it's mostly bullseye shooters, with surpris- 
ingly few transplanted combat pistol 
buffs. That surprised me. I'd have figured 
ihat combat shooters, being more accus- 
:omed to oractical and varvine courses of , L. 

Eire, would eat this stuff up, but at least up 
here, it doesn't seem to be the case. 

With each competitor, the word goes 
rippling out to another club, another 
clique, another circle of friends who share 
i love for handgunning. Looks like Ron 
and his group have created something big. 

What was their secret? How did people 
who'd never run a shoot before brine off a " 
coup that set attendance records in the 
toughest place in the country to find peo- 
ple with pro-gun feelings? 

I've talked with some of the principal 
people involved, and I'd have to say it was 
pure hard work, dedication, and believing 
in the handgun sports. Ron and countless 
volunteers, and their wives, spent untold 
days working to make silhouette shooting 
a success here, and the answer to their 
success lies somewhere in the unrecorded 
log of those tedious hours. 

The sporting press in the Northeast, 
and the gun press nationally helped, too. 
Less can be said for the conventional 
media in the Bay State, most of which is 
notoriously anti-gun, but at least one TV 
station ran a long and favorable spot on 
the event on a sportscast. 

Advice for others who want to start 
from scratch and, so to speak, shoot for a 
super-successful match? "Round up all 
the volunteers you can," advises Ron. 

"Get plenty of target sets. Reach out to the 
media with news releases and pictures. 
We do most of our own, though area 
sportswriters and nationally-known gun 
writers like J. D. Jones and Bob Zwirz 
have helped us out enormously. Try to 
hone your target-setting operation real 
sharp; our target-resetters ' are the only 
ones who get paid for working, and its al- 
most nothing, but they do a super job and 
we couldn't run a smooth match without 
them." 

If you're in the Northeast, you ought to 
check out the next Mass. Magnum Chap- 
ter tournament. The '78 schedule is not 
ready, but you can find out by writing the 
Mass. Magnum Chapter at P.O. Box 53, 
Medford, Mass. 02155. 

And that ain't the only place in the area 
you can get your feet wet in this new sport. 
Since Ron's first shoot, many clubs have 
sprouted in the Northeast, all running sil- 
houette shoots and most to IHMSA rules, 
though some have developed their own 
courses. That strikes me as a healthy state 
of affairs even though a few IHMSA peo- 
ple feel the newcomers should be follow- 
ing a more doctrinaire line. 

This magazine and its sister publica- 
tions will be running more articles on sil- 
houette shooting and how to choose the 
right guns and loads. We'll also be watch- 
ing the phenomenon Ricci and his group 
started in the Northeast. 

And the next time some people come 
up and tell us they're going to pu t  on a 
super shootin' match, even though they've 
never run a tournament before, I think 
we're all gonna take 
a little more serious! 

TOOLS OF THE FAST DRAW GUNSLINGERS 

(Continued from page 49) 

A typical Ruger conversion is as fol- 
lows; the cylinder is bored to .45 Colt cali- 
ber; the cylinder is long fluted to reduce 
the weight; deeper notches are cut in the 
cylinder and the lead-ins are lengthened. 
An aluminum barrel replaces the old bar- 
rel and it is fitted with a chrome plated ri- 
fled steel sleeve. The hammer is a typical 

touch is a chrome plating as this simplifies 
cleaning, especially when using black 
powder. 

To give an idea of the customizing 
available and the cost, John Phillips of 
Phoenix, Arizona, who specializes in fast 
draw gunsmithing, offers the following. 
The prices mentioned are subject to 

raised fanning style, straight up, rather change; 
,Â¥ -- than the conventional curved type. New stainless steel cylinders, ' 

The sights are removed and the top any caliber $50' 
strap, which is normally flat, is filed Bore cylinder to .45 caliber $10 
round. The trigger guard is ground down Deepen locking notch leads 
on the right side to make it narrow and in cylinder $ 8  
thinner. Internally, the main coil hammer Make rifled aluminum barrel $70 
spring is shortened by clipping off six Build fanning hammer (on your 
coils. A block in the grip housing func- hammer) $2u 
tions as a stop for the main spring plung- "Tune action $20 
er, it takes the backlash out of the ham- Six stainless steel cases, for 
mer. A hardened block is installed in the shotgun primers or .22 blanks $15 
frame beside the locking bolt, this pre- Cut down and reshape top 
vents battering of the bolt slot in the strap (Ruger) $20 
frame. Usually, the hand and trigger A number of the "twisters" are using 
springs are shortened and all surfaces custom grips that are oversize with bell- 
honed for smoothness. The finishing bottom and a distinct palm swell on the 
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right side. Several pairs noted were made 
from crown stag using the natural crown 
for the bell-bottom. 

Another innovation used by various fast 
draw shooters has been to take a .22 cali-. 
her Ruger Single Six or Colt Frontier 
Scout and install a .38 caliber barrel and 
then bore the front end of the cylinder to 
.38 approximately half way, which leaves 
the back end of the cylinder still a .22. It is 
then loaded cap & ball style with .38 Red 
Sets in the face of the cylinder: .22 Win- 
chester blanks are used for This 
same method has been used to create the 
following combinations 22/38, 22/9MM, 
22/45, & .357/45. 

Holsters were gradually modified to 
keep pace with the changing techniques of 
fast draw. Without a doubt, Arvo Ojala, 
whose name is noteworthy in fast draw his- 
tory, made the first steel lined holsters 
which made fast draw truly fast. His hol- 
ster rigs were made for the traditionalists; 
Andy Anderson, another California hol- 
ster maker improved and modified the 
Ojala type. He was one of the originators 
of the "walk & draw" type holster which 
was worn higher on the hip. Still another 
noted Californian holstermaker for fast 
draw is Alfonso Pineda who has kept up 
with the constant changes of fast draw. His 
most popular holster now is the Alfonso 
#2 or "Improved No. 2" or, what he calls 
the "Black Cat." It is worn higher around 

the waist and the holster sets out almost 
on a fender away from the body giving the 
fanner more clearance to draw. 

A few of the shooters who are handy 
with leather have created their own hol- 
sters. One such "Top Gun," Bob Argan- 
bright of St. Louis, Missouri, who is a 
highly competitive shooter, has made 
some fine "JayHawker" fast draw holsters 
which are in demand by many of the fast 
draw fans. 

Common to all sports are the gadget ac- 
cessories that "needed," some are good, 
and others so so. One of the early items of- 
fered was a metal deflector that attached 
to the bottom of the holster. It flared out 

. . 
effective and only cost $2.89. - ' 

*i 

There is no doubt that fast draw ad- 
vanced rapidly as a highly competitive 
sport and the guns, holsters, and equip- 
ment used are as sophisticated 
as in any other shooting sport. 

NOTE: Grateful thanks to two fine sports- 
men, Gil Guerra, Sr. and Bob Arganbright 
for their cooperation and assistance with 
this article. Anyone interested in Fast 
Draw and/or the equipment may contact 
either Gil Guerra, Sr., 1192 E. 13th St., 
Upland, Calif. 91786 or Bob Arganbright, 
4704 Upshaw St., Northwoods, Mo. 
63121. ~~ ~ 

from the holster and the prime purpose 
was to deflect the wax bullet or blank away 
from the lee if the gun is fired in the hol- fi 
ster, whichdoes happen. This is a good 
safety item and still being used. 

The cylinders seem to be the main ob- 
jective for gadgets. One such unique item 
was called "Pistol-lite Cylinder" for single 
action handguns. This was a plastic full 
size cylinder that contains batteries and a 
bulb and when used registered on a tar- 
get-with the same accuracy and swiftness 
as a bullet-a 1" dot at 15 feet. It was sup- 
posedly great for practice but it never be- 
came popular. Still another gadget was a 
metal adapter plate that fit over the back 
of the cylinder and allowed the use of .22 
blanks in a large caliber cylinder. It was 

CLEANS, LUBRICATES & 
PROTECTS ALL LEATHER 

ORDER TODAY!! 
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16 oz. CAN $3.00 PPD 
CALIF. RES. ADD 6% TAX 
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r 
ALL WEATHER 
DEPENDABILITY 
The stainless steel .22 
and .25 caliber pocket- 
automatics offer the best 
protection against the 
corrosive influences of 
water, humidity, and even 
hand perspiration. These 
pistols are accurate, 
well-balanced. comoact and 

I resist 
corrosion 

simple to clean. ~ a s t -  
action thumb safeties and 
cycolac grips are standard. 
Also available in nickel 
and blue finishes. 

Mag. Size Weight 
Capacity in inches 

6 4% x 3% 13 oz. 

At all fine sporting good 
stores and gun shops. Or for 
catalogue, please send $.25 

s sterling 
arms 
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WORLDS LARGEST SUPPLIER A 
GIANT CATALOG #7 

Take a knife - one with a 440C 
spear point blade hollow ground 
by hand; make the handle of one 
piece "bullet proof" black Lexan 
that's molded to fit your grip . . . 
And a sheath - a black top grain 
cowhide silhouette; comfortable 
and convenient in vour boot or on 

I your belt; steel midewithaspring and stud to hold 
your knife (no straps to 

get in the way) making it 
safe and fast. . . 

Add a shoulder har- 
ness -.soft, strong, 

comfortable black ny- 
fully adjustable to 
your body size. . . 

Put the rig together 
and you've got . . . 

' 4 NINJA 
the knifesy&emforalmost everything 

To order yours send $44.95 to: 
ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 

PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 
P.O. BOX 1 8 5 9 5 ~ ~  

ATLANTA, GA 30326 

from the left side to meet the edge from 
the right side exactly in a hairline. A bit 
less than the amount of leather which 
seems to be needed will do the job, be- 
cause the leather stretches during glueing. 
Then the flap was glued as usual. The line 
is visible on my grip, but not objection- 
able. It cannot be felt during firing. 

The grip was finished by glueing the 
edges where the grip fits over the frame 
and trimming the covering flush. The 
leather was glued and folded over the 
wood into the inletting under the tang to 
avoid a cut edge at this wear point. Finally 
the square butt was covered by three flaps 
of leather formed by clipping out wedges 
of excess hide extending down from each 
side. The butt is not as neat as I would 
like. but it is functional. 

The suede is fairly attractive and gives 
an exceptionally secure hold on its soft- 

feeling surface. I have not decided 
whether to seal it or leave it as is. Two- 
piece revolver grips should be easier to 
cover with leather, because each half can 
be covered independently and trimmed 
flush all around the edge. I use the Dan 
Wesson mainly for double-action shoot- 
ing, and I recently fired 20 consecutive 
shots of full-power handloads (.357 Mag- 
num), all of them in the black and only 3 , 

were 9s! That is as good as I've ever done 
at 25-yard rapid fire, so I obviously con- 
sider the grips a success. 

In summary, handgun grips covered 
with animal hides or leathers combine a 
novel, striking appearance with excep- 
tionally durable and slip-free holding sur- 
faces at low total cost. In addition, the 
handgunner who makes his own grips will 
appreciate the simplicity and speed of the 
work, compared to the fine 
sanding and finishing of wood. 

CARRYING BELOW THE BELT 

By JERRY AHERN 

I Th 
seems that almost since the first 
andheld firearm was invented, peo- 

ple have been trying to conceal it. The 
conventional places on the body to con- 
ceal a handgun are numerous, and some 
of the unconventional places are-forgive 
the rhyme-downright humorous. One 
spot for concealing handguns and edged 
weapons which seems to fall somewhere 
between the conventional and the esoteric 
is the leg. 

The most common methods of carrying 
handguns~or  knives, for that matter-at- 
tached to the leg are ankle holsters, boot 
holsters and leg holsters. For the really 
sneaky-minded, small guns and rather 
large knives can be well-concealed under 
a bandage on the leg, but a fast draw is a 
bit of a problem and re-holstering the gun 
or knife can be impossible. 

Sticking then to the more convenient 
leg carrying methods, the most commonly 

used is probably the ankle holster. These 
are secured in a variety of ways, usually in- 
volving elastic, buckles, boot laces or Vel- 
cro, the latter by far being the most conve- 
nient and durable. Before reviewing cur- 
rently offered ankle holsters, it would be 
well to look at some of the more obvious 
advantages and disadvantages they pre- 
sent. Ankle holsters, although rarely, can 
be dangerous. A downstate Illinois police 
officer was off-duty and patronizing a lo- 
cal alcoholic refreshment stand. While 
seated on a bar stool, laughing, talking 
and drinking-not necessarily in that or- 
der-he slipped. Falling off the barstool 
the poor guardian against crime broke his 
ankle-on his ankle holster. 

Some of the more realistic disadvan- 
tages to ankle holsters are the obvious size 
limitations, which many users and some 
left-field manufacturers often ignore. A 
dealer told me he once had a request for 
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an ankle holster'for a four-inch S&W 
Model 19, another friend had a customer 
who wanted one for a Combat Com- 
mander. Even if the potential wearer is 
built like the proverbial brick house, any 
cylinder gun larger than a Colt Detective 
Special, and on rare occasions a 2'/2" 
Roundbutt 19, should not be carried in an 
ankle rig. Even the short tubed Combat 
Magnum and the Dick are a trifle large. 
My own common sense tells me nothing 
larger than a Chiefs Special. 

The reasons for this are legion. To be- 
gin with, once the gun is bolstered, it pre- 
sumably will be worn. A lopsided ankle 
weight running close to or over two 
pounds gets damned uncomfortable. Try 
running or even walking a long distance 
and the problem is more dramatic. 

Another factor relating to size of the 
gun is the size of the butt. Even a round- 
butt J-frame Smith makes quite a bulge 
under a trouser leg. The bigger the han- 
dle, the worse it looks. 

In the automatics, nothing larger than a 
PPWS or PP sized gun should be worn. 
.25 autos like the Bauer or Sterling or the 
OMC Backup .380 make even better 
choices. One thing rarely considered by 
ankle rig purchasers is that ankle holsters, 
like shoulder holsters, demand a certain 
type of clothing to work properly. With a 
shoulder rig, a sportcoat, windbreaker, 
loose-fitting shirt or sweater must always 
be worn and this even in the hottest sea- 
sons. With an ankle rig, straightleg trou- 
sers of current design invite detection. It 
is obvious why ankle holsters weren't 
much in vogue during the 1950s in an era 
of highwater, straight-pegged, tight-fitting 
trousers. 

To be used properly, ankle rigs must be 
worn with flared, slightly longer cut trou- 
sers. The bigger the flare, the better. If 
you tend towards very conservative 
clothes, an ankle rig is a poor bet most 
likely. 

Ankle rigs also demand a certain care 
of movement. If you are in the habit of 
crossing your legs a lot, make sure to cross 
the unarmed leg unless you want to adver- 
tise a gun. 

To wear an ankle holster properly, sev- 
eral things must be kept in mind. If you 
are right handed, the rig should be affixed 
to the left leg, the gun always to the inside 
of the leg. The ankle holster should always 
be attached at the slenderest part of the 

. ankle, this to keep it from riding down 
and to minimize bulge. It should be at- 
tached snugly, but not tightly, rather like 
one ties a pair of boots for the field. No 
ankle holster should be considered unless 

CUSTOM HANDGUN STOCKS 
Presentation grade stocks of fancy American 
& exotic woods for discriminating shooters. 

SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP i 
Illustrated brochure $1.00 

ROBERT H. NEWELL 
55 Coyote St. Los Alamos, N.M. 87544 

*. .. '< 
?̂ , 

the actual noister features a thumn srfap 
or some other safety device to hold the 
gun in the leather. Otherwise, during the 
first moment of strenuous physical activi- 
ty, the gun will go flying. Also to be con- 
sidered is the method of attachment. If 
the holster is to be laced on each time it is 
used, I'd say forget it. Unless you want to 
change laces every few wearings to guard 
against one breaking. Also, such arrange- 
ments take a good deal of time to put on 
and take off and any concealment rig 
should be quickly removable in case the 
gun needs to be ditched. For an under- 
cover cop making a drug buy, an empty 

LUBRICATES & PROTECTS 
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can be just as damning as a gun 
that's not supposed to be there. 

, The handiest method of attaching an 
ankle rig is through the use of ~elcroy the 
male hook-female pyle arrangement used 
initially in braces and used so successfully 
by Safariland as belt fasteners and with 
some holsters and assorted gear. Though 
other ankle rigs are available and Safari- 
land, mentioned above is to my knowl- 
edge scheduled to come out with one as 
well, the four makers whose rigs were in- 
spected and tested are Bianchi Leather 
Products (100 Calle Cortez, Temecula, 
Calif. 92390), Jackass Leather (920 
Waukegan Rd., Glenview, 111. 60025), 
Universal Leather Products (Drawer 
35747, Tulsa, OK. 74115) and Old West 
Leather (2244-2 Main St., Chula-Vista, 
Calif. 9201 1). 

The Bianchi rig is constructed of a slick 
finished, durable smooth cowhide, flex- 
ible and sturdy in appearance and utility. 
The holster and ankle strap are lock- 
stitched together. The ankle strap is pad- 
ded with a sheeps-wool material, apparently 
a high grade synthetic. It cushions 
the holster well and provides no irritation 
to skin. Ankle holsters tend to get - 
a bit warm on the leg, especially in sum- 
mer months, but by their very nature this 
can't-much be helped. The holster portion 
of the rig features a thumbsnap retainer. 
Best of all, the thumbsnap is metal rein- 
forced-a feature vital to consistent heavy 
duty reliabillity. The holster is partially 
molded and available for most sensible 
ankle holster guns. The strap is secured to 
the leg by means of two Velcro strips, thus 
providing easy adjustment and a quick 
on/off feature. 

Old West's ankle hftlster is nearly 
identical to the Bianchi model. Made in 
Mexico of American materials, the Old 
West line offers quality in finish and con- 
struction which is not to be ignored. I own 
several Old West belts and an Old West 
field holster, all of which I am enormously 

...,. .,, . . . -.-, ,.....,.,., - . .. .... ,..*:., ... ..,,.... , ,~.,;.-,.'Ã '̂%;Â¥^wt >;?,- .:, 
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h a ~ o v  with in terms of aooearance and inch rise. For small euns 
I . ,  . , . 

serviceability. the-pants holsters with spring steel clips, ; 
The Jackass ankle rig is a true two part such as those from Bucheimer-Clark, ' 

' 
system. It consists of an elastic bandage 
which is secured to the lower calf with Vel- 
cro retainers and Velcro pile strips run- 
ning vertically spaced along the entire 
outer surface of the bandage. The wet- 
molded thumbsnap holster is attached to 
a tape of Velcro hooks. One takes the hol- 
ster, positions it where-desired on the leg, 
then wraps the Velcro hook tape around 
the elastic bandage, thus attaching to the 
Velcro pile strips. The system works reli- 
ably and offers a great deal of flexibility in 
positioning. Also, additional tape strip 
equipped holsters can be purchased for 
different guns and used with the same 
bandage. 

The Universal Leather holster is per- 
haps the most uniquely constructed ankle 
rig of the lot. The ankle bandage features 
a fleece lining and has perforations in the 
leather to allow for skin ventilation. The 
holster attaches to the bandage by means 
of one-way paratroop style snaps. The 
same holster can be attached to a 
shoulder holster harness or used as a belt 
holster. The holster itself features a 
thumbsnap and both the holster and ban- 
dage are constructed of soft, durable, at- 
tractive black bull llama leather. It is not 
cowhide. but actually bull llama hide. It 
has an attractive grain and texture, great 
flexibility and the black dye is waterproof. 
It also has a lifetime guarantee to the orig- 
inal purchaser under normal conditions. 

For leg carry, the second most popular 
method when a holster is used involves 
sewing or otherwise securing a holster in- 
side a boot top. Knives like the superlative 
Gerber MKI survival knife work well this 
way and so can small, flat handguns. A 
general rule of thumb is the higher and 
tighter the boot, the thinner the ordnance. 
A cylinder gun can carry well in a Welling- 
ton style boot, a flat midframe or small 
frame auto in something with an eighteen- 

Safariland, Bianchi and others work ac- 
ceptably. The Bianchi Defender series, 

'-1 
saddle leather holsters meant to be worn i 
outside the pants but featuring a spring , ' 'i 

1 steel belt clip, would make superlative 4 ~ , 
boot holsters. But, with this latter type of 
leather envelope, a right-handed person 
should order a left-handed holster so the 
gun will ride properly, butt rearward. I 

But, ankle holsters and boot-top carry 
aside, one other method of leg carry is of- > 

fered, this, to my knowledge, only by Bi- 
anchi at this time. It is the Bianchi # 11 I 

Leg Holster. This is an ingenious device, 
recommended to be worn with high top 
boots but suitable for use without boots 
with the right sized gun and flared 
trousers. The leg holster is made of a sup- 
ple leather, two pieces sewn together, the 
top piece made with a slit. The gun is in- 
serted into the slit and the tension of the 
holster itself molds the leather over the 
gun making a safety strap unnecessary. 
Coupled with this, the gun rides deep in 
the leather. 

The # 11 Leg Holster is designed to be 
worn on the off-gunhand leg, the upper- 
most of the two thick surgical elastic 
straps encircling the leg above the calf 
muscle, the lower strap just below it, the 
gun riding against the calf muscle and 
shin bone. The straps are secured by 
means of multiple sets of paired snaps to 
allow for adjustment The rig is comfort- 
able, easy to put on and take off and con- 
ceals my J-frame revolver well. With 
something like a Bauer .25, the gun 
should be virtually invisible when worn 
properly. In fairness, it takes slightly long- 
er to raise your trouser leg to get the gun 
than to snatch it from an ankle rig. How- 
ever, no leg carry-except perhaps the 
boot-top arrangement-should be used 
for anything other than 
a back-up gun. 

,,t - . '  
,+:; , A COMPLETE GUIDE TO UNmLOADING , 

By GORDON R. STARK 

IF confession is good for the soul, the years, I had a rather solid feeling of con- your own loads: 
condition of my soul should be en- tentment. My mistakes were few and gen- 1. Never begin with maximum loads 

hanced immensely before this piece is erally of a minor nature; i.e., failing to bell regardless of how often tested by 
concluded. No one enjoys admitting mis- sufficiently, seating a bullet too deeply or other shooters. 
takes, but by so doing, we can often help spilling a mite of powder on my humble 2. Never assemble more than 5 or 6 
others avoid making them, especially bench. Nothing of a serious consequence rounds of an untried load. 
when their lives are concerned. Thus, my had transpired whatever. Then, one fine Let's explore the logic of the abo 
confessing a colossal boner might well be day, I blew it and blew it big. First of all, what is maximum to on 
in order in this day of increasing activity in By way of background, I'd-like to em- may not be maximum to another. 
handloading. phasize the two cardinal tenets that should this admonition carefully as it is a tw 

Having reloaded pistol cartridg g up street Thousands of modern pistols are 
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currently manufactured for older calibers 
and these late production models are of- 
ten capable of handling rounds vastly 
superior to those offered in original fac- 
tory form. Because these are older cali- 
bers, the implication is inherent that many 
of thousands of tired or ancient pistols are 
still in the hands of shooters and as such, 
must never be used with anything but the 
relatively mild loads factory produced or 
carefully duplicated by the handloading 
fraternity. Excellent examples are the .38 
Specials and .44 Specials but there are 
others. 

No sensible publisher of a loading 
manual is ever going to be guilty of listing 
flaming hot loadings in his volume unless 
they are accompanied by bold print dis- 
claimers cautioning against use in all but 
the most modern, heavy duty weapons. By 
contrast, pistol editors and contributors 
with the highest credentials frequently 
write of loads that in their guns have given 
near-magnum readings. Usually, these 
articles carry suitable warnings but some- 
times they don't and that's where we be- 
come alarmed. Thus, when a favorite au- 
thor waxes enthusiastically about a hoary 
load for an old, venerable caliber, you 
should instantly take this to mean maxi- 
mum in his gun. The other side of the 
coin (or street) is that of a load known to 
be safe in virtually any gun chambered for 
the round when in fact a more modern 
version is capable of hotter loads. 

Okay, let's suppose you're completely 
agreed that for any old pistol you'd be will- 
ing to work up to maximum or, better still, 
avoid even approaching such loads al- 
together but, since your piece is 
thoroughly modern in every respect, you 
can skip the reduced loads and go directly 
to the maximum, right? WRONG! 

Given a modern' pistol, you might start 
out at a higher level but do not push maxi- 
mum loads through your piece for open- 
ers. Failing to heed this advice, at least 
make an attempt to grasp the second tenet 
regarding the number of untried loads 
you'll prepare at one time. Please, for 
your sake, the sake of frienddfellow 
shooters and the gun itself, do not try 
more than 5 or 6 rounds of a new concoc- 
tion. Results could be expensive at the 
least and disastrous at the worst. 

By limiting yourself to 5 or 6 rounds, 
you may rapidly discover the load is un- 
satisfactory or downright dangerous. 
Then, with really very little inconveni- 
ence, you can back off considerably and 
gradually work up to that point which 
grants a rewarding amount of power and 
accuracy sans danger to yourself or 
others. Would that I had followed these 
truly sensible and uncomplicated rules! 

Since I have no cause to blame anyone 
but myself, I will not reveal the publica- 
tion, its most distinguished authorlaw 
thority or the specific load which led me 
to great alacrity in cranking out an unholy 
loading for a very popular caliber. Suffice 
it to say I was dazzled with his results and 

4 Most-Asked estions Abou. 
Police Radar ?Â peed Traps. . . 
1. How many ndar tnps are In operation? Thousands - 

and 2,000 are added nationwide monthly 
2. Over 6.5 mIMon spndlng tickets were Issued In 1977 
- Why wM even more be Issued In 19787 Cities and 
states, to qualify for Federal roadway funds are en- 
forcing speed limits by issuing tickets (mostly in cities 
and suburbs at speeds ranging from 30-45 m.p.h NOT 
only on the highways.) 

3. What does the law say about radar detection? 
Nothing. It's Ie alto own and operate a detector. 

4. Why own a &r detectat/ A detector helps you drive 
defensively and avoid expensive speeding tickets that 
add "points" on your license and raise insurance. 

SPECIAL DIRECT-TO-YOU PRICE 
LONGRANGER X BAND 

. . . a n d  h o w  t h e  n e w  LongRanger "Early 
Warning System" detects pol ice suwel l lance 
equipment before It detects y o u  . . . 
The advanced microwave antenna detects signals at 
several times the distance the radar will begin clocking 
you, even when signals bounce off cars, against hills and 
from buildings. 
To alert you, a blue light flashes on and a buzzer sounds 
as you approach the radar unit. 
Equipped to mount on dash or clip onto visor - plugs into 
cigar lighter (no batteries needed). Has over twice range 
of models that cost much more. 
One year limited warranty. Try it for 10 days. Your 
satisfaction guaranteed. Compact: only 1 x 2 ~ 8  inches- 
weight just 8 ounces. Order now! - 

plus $2 95 shipping ahandling (111 residents add 5 
Thousands so ld  nationally a t  $129.95 
Handles 98% of all frequencies 

LONGRANGER X & K BANDS * 2995 plus $2 95 shipping &handling 
(Ill residents add 5% sales tax) 

Handles all freauencies - 

Credit card orders call BOO- 
621 -8318. Illlnoie residents call 800- 

972-8308. Ordering b telephone uves 
time -speeds your order! send your check 

or money order, or charge preference to: 
Anrrlcsn Products American Express 
'5550 N. Elston Ave. Master Charge 

ACCURACY Tested by H P White Laboratories - U S  Patent 
113808943 

Recfttee R d  sad fftteyde yunt& 

c o r r o s i o n .  Send j u s t  $1 .OO to c o v e r  
postage a n d - h a n d l i n g  f o r  y o u r  
trial s i z e  can o f  LPS #1 and 
LPS "1001 USES" book. 

Send today to LPS - 
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decided to go all out for this "spectacular" 
load. 

Having brewed 300 rounds, (you read it 
right, 300) I found myself itching to show 
the world what an awesome creation I had 
produced by' taking a vintage caliber and 
gaining near magnum results. Oh, was I 
ever in for a surprise. 

When I literally closed my eyes and &it 
my teeth to cut loose the first round, the 
gun went off and so did I. The heavy 
frame revolver slammed into my palm so 
hard I honestly thought it was going right 
on through my hand. "Some load," I mut- 
tered to myself while bravely bracing for 
the second shot. Some load, indeed. By 
the time the cylinder was void of live 
rounds, I was totally shattered. 

Upon opening the cylinder, I was horri- 
fied to find that my ejector rod, even when 
tapped rather hard, wouldn't budge those 
empties. The cases were, for all practical 
purposes, cemented to the cylinder walls 
and had to be hammered out. Ah, did that 
stop me? Did I get the big picture? Hell 
no. Stupido here decided that since the 
gun wasn't in pieces, the loads were just 
super hot and shouldn't be used too often. 

Not to be deterred, I fought m y  way 
through the balance of two boxes of these 
homemade honeys, each time, pounding 
out brass with a sense of vengeance. I was 
bullheadedly determined they would not 
be wasted, come hell or high water. After 
all, who wants to throw away $40.00 worth 
of ammo? On the other hand, who wants 
to throw away the remains of an impos- 
sible to find revolver or watch a hand 
come off at the wrist? Finally, the light 
was beginning to dawn. 

Dimly, yes. Slowly, yes. But, it was be- 
ginning. Under no circumstances would I 
fire the remaining 200 rounds. I could, 
however, salvage the components. How? 
By merely disassembling them. A quality 
bullet puller could be had for less than 
$15.00 and would more than pay for itself 
after "de-activating" about 75 rounds. 
And so, the decision was made; your tight- 
wad scribe dug into his equally tight 
pocket and staunchly parted with the nec- 
essary bucks thereby making "Operation 
Salvage" possible. 

Now, a minor psychological block has 
to be overcome when a disassembly proc- 
ess is involved. Specifically, we like to 

' MINIATURE GUNS 
and 

ARMS RELATED COLLECTIBLES 

I BUY - SELL - TRADE - SEND $1 .OO FOR CATALOG #A;?*, P-38 
3% Long TOM MAUA "K", BOX #6, WINFIELD, IL. 60190 U.S.A. $5.00 PPD. 

Holsters of Quality 
Without the Expense 
Available for Most / 

Popular Models 
Send for Free Brochure 

belt slide, inc. 
~ o d  10 Dept. AH-2, Box 15303, Austin, TX 78761 ~ o d  12 

Highquality genuine 
STAG once again avail- 
able and at REASON- 
ABLE prices! Cashier's 
checks, MO's, & COD 
requests with orders 
shipped same day re- 
ceived. Include $1.50 
per order to all 48 states. 

STOCK NO. DESCRIPTION PRICE 
1070 Walther pp,ppk/s[New Models] .221r..32acp..380$26.50 . . .  1073 Browning Hi-Power. Model P-35.9MM Para 26.50 . . . . . . . . . .  0972 Colt Bisley Model Single Action 31.50 . .  1075 Colt Single Action Army[Pre-WW II Models]. 26.50 
0971 Colt Single Action Army[Post WW I I  Models1 . . 26.50 . . . . . . . .  1072 Colt Peacemaker, New Frontier .22 26.50 
0973 C t gov't.M/1911 auto.comdr..ace.gold cup. etc 23.00 
0974 Col Python, other off. pol. Old model Frames Magna 
Style . v. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32.50 
0975 Colt Python, other off. pol.[stand size replaces factory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  wood] 26.50 . . . . . . . . . .  1071 Ruger Bearcat Single Action .22 26.50 
0980 Ruger Single6,Blackhawk[New modelsXR3-RED] 26.50 
1074 Ruger Single 6. Blackhawkfold models XR31 . . 26.50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0978 Ruger Super Blackhawk. 31.50 
0979 Ruger Security 6, Pol. Serv. 6, Square Butt. ... 27.50 
0983 Smith & Wesson, "J" Frame - Round Butt . . . .  26.50 
0984 Smith & Wesson, "J" Frame - Square Butt .~ . . .  26.50 
0985 Smith & Wesson, ::K" Frame - Round Butt. ... 27.50 
0986 Smith & Wesson, K" Frame - Square Butt. . . .  27.50 
0987 Smith & Wesson, "N" Frame . Square Butt. . . .  28.00 
0988 Smith & Wesson, Model 39 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46.50 

Bona Fide Dealer Inquires Solicited. 
Best Ivory Grips Available 

SOUTHERN GUN LACHANGE, INC. 
Manufacturer of "Outrider Brand Grips" 

3288 LA VENTURE DR., P.O. BOX 80802, CHAMBLEE, GA 30341, 404-455-1481 

think of ourselves as "creators," not "de- 
stroyers." Fair enough, but this block can 
easily be dispelled when you realize you're 
not destroying anything. Actually, unless 
you loaded with one or more components 

' 

of an absurd nature, you're not destroying 
a single thing. However, in order to retain 
your sanity, these simple steps should be 
followed: 

SET UP 
You will need separate boxes for ex- 

tracted bullets and empty cases. You will 
also need a can for the powder recovered; 
preferably, the one it came in. Finally, a 
piece of medium thick cardboard to be 
used as a funnel. 

Unless your loading bench is extremely 
rigid, avoid using it altogether. When 
pounding your bullet puller, you require a 
surface area that's firm but padded. A 
concrete floor is fine but be sure to use an 
old "T" shirt or wiping rag as a cushion to 
prevent the mallet from hitting solid ce- 
ment. 

Having laid out your containers and 
funnel, you're ready to begin. 

,, 

1 .  ' 

' k  

STEP 1 , .  

If you're right handed, hold the collet /' , 
with your left hand and gently, very gently, 
feed the cartridge into it with the right 
hand. If your manual dexterity favors the 
left hand, merely switch mitts for the en- 
tire exercise. 

Since the collet is by far the weakest 
link in the bullet puller, it is extremely im- 
portant that in feeding the cartridge to it, 
every reasonable attempt is made to keep 
this feeble piece intact. Of the entire un- 
loading process, the most exasperating en- 
counter is having the collet fall apart with 
its delicate pieces flying in all directions. 
By feeding the cartridge in a smooth, even 
manner, you can eliminate, or at least re- 
duce, collet collapse. 

STEP 2 
Once seated in the collet, you can place 

the cartridge into the aperture atop the 
mallet. This, of course, presumes you've 
already removed the cap. Check your col- 
let to ensure a good seal around the car- 
tridge rim and then replace the cap by 
turning it to a snug position. 

STEP 3 
Grasp the mallet and strike it smartly 

against your cushioned concrete. This is 
repeated until the distinct sensation of 
bullet and powder tearing loose can both 
be heard and felt. The number of blows 
will vary but three to five usually suffice. 
With good fortune, a mere two can do the 
job. 

STEP 4 
You may now remove the cap and slow- 

ly tilt the mallet onto your homemade fun- 
nel. Ease bullet and powder from the mal- 
let to prevent same from winding up on 
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your floor. Remember, the idea is to 
salvage everything you can. 

.. , ,Â¥STE 5 CASE-GARD~rnrno Wallet* 
Extra-round Carriers for Handgunners To remove the empty case from the col- 

let, h lace index and middle fingers of the 
left hand under the collet and draw the 
case with an even pull of the right hand. 

NEW 6 and 12, plus 18 round mod- 
els, for all popular calibers, protect 
your ammunition from dirt and 
moisture. STEP 6 

Blow residue, if any, from the case and 
deposit the brass in the box reserved for it. 
Rescue the dethroned bullet from your 
cardboard funnel and free it of all powder. 
If it's a hollow point, chances are excellent 
that several kernels of powder are in the 
hollowed section so merely tap to free it. 
The bullet can now be placed in its appro- 
priate box. 

STEP 7 
After four or five unloadings, you'll find 

your folded cardboard funnel rather full 
of powder. In an unhurried fashion, pour 
slowly into the can and resume the mallet 
operations. You'll be pleasantly surprised 
to find you've recovered all but a few pen- 
nies worth of powder when your task is 
completed. 

Also available for riflemen, in cali- 
bers from .22 rimfire to .375 Mag. 

. . 
, See "our (ACffl Dealer, or send for FREE catalog today 

Ã‡ 7. .- . 'Ã 

MTM Molded Products Company 
5680 Webster Street 0 Dayton, Ohio 45414 

m u  
r e  -OUBLE ACTION .45 cal. 
l A real big game stopper! 

8 rounds instantly ready l Weighs - f less than two pounds Polyqon 

, . CONCLUSION 
As this is written, I have had but the one 

mishap requiring use of the bullet pulling 
process. The work is tedious, tiring and at 
times discouraging. To unload 200 
rounds took me a total of four hours 
which were rather evenly divided to avoid 
wear and tear on nerves and body. As 
expected, expertise took hold after the 

... first 50 rounds were processed. After all, 
this is an assembly line operation even if 
done in reverse! 

All 200 cases came through surgery in 
beautiful condition while the bullets were 
just slightly marred; certainly not enough 
to warrant discarding. As a matter of fact, 
only close inspection would detect any ill 
effects at all. As for the powder, I would 
say my total loss could not possibly have 
exceeded a dime's worth. How does that 

- - 
bore insures 

P9S DOUBLE ACTION A5 cal. 

HK4 DOUBLE ACTION 380 
cal.l.22 LFU.32 cal.l.25 cal. 

P9S DOUBLE 
ACTION 9mm 

P9S DOUBLE 
ACTION 9mm 
l 10 rounds of 9mm 

parabellum punching power- 
* Weighs two pounds 

Reliable-accurate 
0 Also features polygon bore and 

delayed roller-locked slide. 

l The perfect backup g u n 4  guns in one. 
0 Shoots the high lethality .380 cal. 

(9mm short) cartridge 
l Converts to low cost .22LR in seconds 
l Kits for .32 and .25 cal. also available 
l Perfect for the backpacker. Lightweight 

(1 6.902) 

grab you for a first time salvage opera- 
tion? 

To summarize, never use hot loads un- 
less you have prudently worked them up 
to safe levels. Never prepare more than 
half a dozen untried loads. This is for your 
safety, the well-being of your pistol and 
avoidance of needless re-work. However, 
if you pull the goof of the year as I did, 
don't come unglued. All is not lost Spend 
a few dollars to get a bullet puller and take 
time to do the job right. You'll 
be thankful you did. 

A r t  your defter Â¥bou all of the exciting new H6K 
guns or write tor our 20-page color catalog. P I e m  
Include $2.00 for pol* and handling. 

\ 

HK4 DOUBLE ACTION ,380 wU.22 LW.32 
calJ.25 cat. 

Heckler & Koch, lnc. 
933 N. Kenmore St., Suite 218 
Arlington, Va. 22201 
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USE LIKE A MARKING [ 

TOUCH ~ ~ \ L l I k l ~ ~  
FOR SMALL NICKS 
AND SCRATCHES. 

it easy to touch up smal 
and scratches. Instant1 
duces a dark, rich b 
Cat. #lo78 

let-Aer Corp., Paterson. N. J. 07 

ACCURIZE 
OWN .AS AUTO. COÃ‘Ã‘AN 

dEW 
EDITION 

FIREARMS 
INVESTIGATION 
IDENTIFICATION 
AND EVIDENCE 

By Hatcher, Jury and Weller 

The classic reference book of the ballis- 
t i c s  trade is now available in a new 
printing to ballisticians and tool mark 
examiners. This is a limited edition of 
1000 copies. 
This outstanding reference work encom- 
passes many ballistics and tool mark 
topics, including: a history of firearms 
identification, modern firearms manufac- 
ture, firearms and cartridges tool marks, 
photography in investigation of firearms 
crimes, firearms identification laboratory 
equipment, investigation of firearms 
crimes, laboratory investigation and pro- 
ceedings in "no gun" work, automatic 
weapons and rifle identification. 

1000 Limited Editions Only! 
Orders processed by postmark! 

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER MAGAZINE 
591 Camino de la Reina San Diego, CA 92108 

Enclosed is my check for ___ copy(ies) of 
Firearms Investigation, Identification and Evi- 
dence each at $22.50 plus 50C postage and 
handling. Allow six weeks for delivery. 
Name 
Address 
ci ty  
State 7ip- 

I did not say I'd never had one of them embarrassin acciden- 
tal shots. I have and my tail was in a crack just like yur describ- 
in. But you'll manage to come out all right, too, after you go be- 
fore the town council next week and explain how you shot the 
TV in the police department squad room last Tuesday. 

You say the chief's too busy bein mad right now, and you 
could reason with him if he'd speak to you. Who woulda ever 
thought somebody'd be dumb enough to put that throw-down 
gun in the evidence locker with a round in the chamber? And 
you get it out to clear it beforegivin it to the judge, tho a .25 cal. 
bullet through the 19 inch Quasar ain't exactly clearing proce- 
dure. 

Something like that happened to Jesse Clinton, you remember 
he was the police champion a few years back at Jackson. Takes 
a big man to tell about himself, him bein a national champ and 
all, the way Jesse told me he'd shot a .38 round through the base- 
ment ceiling. But there it was, he said, stickin up through the 
wood floor in the bedroom upstairs. Jesse's wife, May, she's a 
real good humored Mississippi lady, called down the steps, just 
real calm and told him, "Jesse, if you're trying to kill me, just 
come on up and do it, don't sit down there and shoot through the 
floor." 

I f  you get a chance before they fire you, or tar and feather 
you, tell those folks what Frank McNally up at that NYPD says 
'bout them accidental discharges. "Nat," he told me, "if you 
handle guns every day, make your living round firearms, sooner 
or later you're going to let one go accidentally. Just be sure that 
muzzle's in a safe direction and while you may be embarrassed, 
you or somebody else won't be dead. Anybody tells you they 
never shot one they didn't mean to, either doesn't handle many 
guns-or he's a liar." 

If that's good enough for New York City, with 90 firearms in- 
structors, Green Pond PD should figger out someway to over- 
look their one instructor blowing up the TV. 

l̂at 

ANDLOADING the mark on the head is at the bottom. 

(Continued from page 20) Fire several rounds in the manner just 
prescribed. You will find that in most in- 
stances the bulge will occur at the oppo- 

oncentric. Prove the foregoing statement site side of the case. To complete the test, 
i yourself by taking a gun whose fired fire another short string of marked 
ases show a slight amount of bulge. Use rounds. This time, however, chamber 
nce-fired cases that have no previous each round with the mark at the top of the 
igns of bulging, then mark the case head chamber. Fire the gun in a fully inverted 
i indicate the point at which the bulge is position. Again, the bulge should occur on 
ccurring with relation to the chamber. the side opposite the mark. If bulging is 
'lace the round in the chamber so that severe accuracy and case life will be af- 
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fected. It's time to trade or rechamber. 
If you've a desire to check bullet con- 

centricity, use a surface plate, V-block and 
dial indicator, as described. Don't be led 
into believing that you can learn anything 
conclusive by visually observing car- 
tridges as they are rolled across table tops, 
plates of glass (which are not level unless 
precision ground) or other supposedly 
"flat" surfaces. 

The .0025-inch eccentricity indicated 
in the tests is relatively insignificant. If, 
however, bullet offset within the hand- 
loaded round is appreciably greater, per- 
formance will quite definitely be affected. 
It is also true that such factors as bullet 
spin ba lance~as  determined by a com- 
bination of bullet weight-to-length ratio, 
velocity and twist rate-and barrel quality 
will have an appreciable effect on per- 
formance. 

The handloader should be aware that, 
of all the components in the nomencla- 
ture of items necessary to produce custom 
ammo, the loading dies are the most pre- 
cisely made. They are rarely at fault in any 
problem of inaccurate shooting. 

We have dealt thus far with full-length 
resizing dies. It is, nonetheless, a good 
idea to mention the fact that, through no 
lack of precision in manufacturing, a 
neck-sizing die is capable of turning out a 
round with an eccentrically seated bullet. 
The difficulty, more often than not, arises 
from a slight misalignment between the 
shell holder and the die body. This can be 
caused by grit or a particle of powder in 
the groove of the shell holder. Misalign- 
ment can also be caused when, in the case 
of a tilted press, the case is able to tip 
slightly in the shell holder. 

If you neck-size your cases it is prefer- 
able to use a press that can be so adjusted 
(or is designed) so as to stand vertically. 
The RCBS Rock Chucker and RCBS Jr., 
as well as a number of "H" type presses, 
are suited to vertical bullet seating. Ver- 
tical positioning will minimize case tip- 
ping during neck sizing. It should, how- 
ever, be realized that no amount of cor- 
rect alignment will compensate for the 
problems attendant to the handloading of 
irregularly drawn or misshapen cases. 

The handloader who is looking for gilt- 
edged accuracy from a handgun might 
take something from the book of the 
benchrest enthusiast. These scrupulous 
individuals will start with perhaps 200 
cases, firing them in small lots while al- 
lowing a cooling interval between shot 
strings. Each time a shot goes out of the 
main group, that particular case is dis- 
carded. Then, with a minimum of 50 
tested cases, the search for the ultimate 
combination of components and weights 
begins. It should be apparent that a quest 
for the ultimate in precision handloads 
casts a responsibility on the experimenter 
to exercise the same care in assembling 
his ammunition as was used in the manu- 
facture of his dies and load- 
ing components. 

. -  , . ,. 

"NO 
Bill Jordan tells it like it is in l GUNS 
his fascinating book about gun l LOADS 
fighting, how to do it and what a LEATHER 

a FAST DRAW equipment to use. Informative ,COMBAT SHOOTING 
and exciting reading. GUNFIGHTING 

I 
I SfteeMt gaw~ - All GUNS readers will receive a 

I personally autographed copy. Order yours today, and, , 1 
I - order one for a friend! 1 
I I 
I Please send me __ copy(ies) @ $6.50. plus SO$ (pel I 
I book) for postage and handling. 
I 

I 
I 
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(Continued from page 52) 

ried their guns on safe when on duty, few 
if any ran their qualification runs starting 
with the guns in the locked mode. If you 
go to something like the R-F, you have to 
have training. 

If I'm straddling the issue, it's because 
there are two sides, and I can identify with 
both of them. In closing, let me tell you 
this: I am a police officer, and normally 
carry a cocked-and-locked .45 automatic 
both on duty and off. I am thinking of go- 
ing back to the revolver for a number of 

reasons which are not germane to this ar- 
ticle. 

If I do, that gun won't hang on my Sam 
Browne belt until it comes back from 
Frank Murabito with an R-F safety. 

I'll carry that revolver in a supposedly 
snatch-proof holster* Bianchi Model 27 . 
or Judge, a Bucheimer-Clark breakfront, 
or a Smith & Wesson Security Plus-but 
I'll still want a police duty gun that will be 
secure on the night when somebody 
stronger and meaner than me tears it out 
of my hand in a confrontation. Contingen- 
cies like that are one reason I carry a 
thumb-safety-locked automatic in the first 
place, and if I go to the wheelgun, it will 

be comforting to have that same added 
soupcon of safety that will take the other 
guy off-guard for a vital moment or three. 

Anyone who cares enough about the 
guns they own and carry to be reading this 
magazine in the first place, can appreciate 
that. To them, I recommend the R-F 
revolver safety conversion. I recommend 
it with the safety locked when up, off when 
down; Frank can make it the other way, 
but it's unnatural. Incidentally, he's selling 
franchises for the process all over the 
country, and can probably give you the 
name of someone in your area who can do 
it as competently as he can, 
and quicker. 

By KARL BOSSELMANN 

HIS brief article is meant to be com- small guns. There lies no compro- 
plementary to that entitled "What mising caliber between .357" and 

This Country Needs" by Claud Hamilton, .429". 
which appeared in the Nov/Dec issue of 
"The AMERICAN HANDGUNNER This void, which exists in each type 
Magazine. Mr. Hamilton covered well our handgun in the same approximate caliber 
problem void in defense handgun cali- range, makes absolutely no sense, and 
bers, and it is the solution of this problem should be corrected, not in a few years, 
I wish to further discuss, and offer a simi- but now! 
lar but differing answer. Hamilton's basic choice of caliber is ex- 

cellent, and is what has been needed for 
, FACT: In automatic pistols for defense, many years, but in other areas, I must take 

- - the Colt .45 auto is the best we've exception to what he has stated. A hollow 
got, but the pistol itself tends to point bullet is not the answer. It has been 
be on the large side for conceal- proven time and again that the most pre- 
ment, and the cartridge falls a bit dictable and reliable bullet type is .the 
short on penetration. The 9mm jacketed soft point with much lead ex- 
and 38 Super cartridges both posed. As for the handgun, a Smith & 

$ have tremendous penetration, but Wesson Model 59 is certainly not the arm 
lack stopping power. for this project in my estimation. 

Another item mentioned was a double- 
: In snubby revolvers, the .38 Spe- action feature for the automatic pistol. 

cia1 and .357 Mag. lack stopping I'm continually surprised at the number 
power also, and the .44 Special of individuals who feel this is necessary. In 
moves a bit slow besides promot- realistic situations, this feature is just not 
ing complaints of recoil in the needed, and creates problems just by be- 

/ 

ing present. It solves nothing. I believe it 
was Jeff Cooper who stated magnificently 
what should be an epitaph for this con- 
trivance, and I'll try to quote as exactly as 
memory will permit: "It (the double-ac- 
tion feature) is a solution to a problem 
that does not exist." God, that's beautiful! 

What follows is not directed to drawing 
room discussions, parlor game playing, 
arm chair gunfighters, nor paperback 
book agents. I'm trying to put it where 
practicality lies. We are in the worst social 
conditions this nation has ever seen, and 
they are going to get much worse, so let's 
not waste time discussing funny little 
gadgets and oddball frills that complicate 
objectives. Let's decide on highest quality 
tools, and have them produced. 

Concerning the automatic pistol, the 
1911 Colt-Browning is the finest yet de- 
vised for a thoroughly reliable self-func- 
tioning pistol, and has proven itself the 
world over, time after time, for its genius. 
There is no excuse for law enforcement 
~ersonnel to be denied this excellent side- 
arm, save for the reasons of stupid and/or 
otherwise incompetent management. If 
the civilian populace objects to seeing the 
hammer of the weapon cocked, then use a 
holster with a half flap so the horrible little 
nasty is covered. But we're not really talk- 
ing about a full-sized handgun, we're try- 
ing to fill a gap for a powerful pocket size 
auto. 

The Colt Lightweight Commander has 
proven to be the most reliable of all the 
undersized .45 automatics (the future will 
tell concerning the new Detonics, 
Thomas, etc.). With an added benefit of 
lesser weight due to the alloy frame, there 
is a great potential here for development. 
What I propose is reducing exactly in pro- 
portion, this pistol, by at least 20% in 
overall size for this new .400 caliber car- 
tridge. It would result in a no-nonsense 
pistol of time-tried design, that would be 
compact, light, and powerful. 

But wait! Bosselmann has not finished 
yet! 
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- TYLER'S " T  GRI 
BETTER SHOOTING 
with this improved 
cast Aluminum Grip 
ADAPTOR For 
COLT and S & W 
MODERN Revolvers DURABLE. ' 
PRACTICAL-EASY TO INSTALL 
THREE ATTRACTIVE FIN S COL RS 
Polished or Black $4.50; ô% $4.7% 

TYLER'S TRIGGER SHOE 

We also desperately need a revolver in 
the 'snubby category, of the same car- 
tridge Mr. Hamilton describes in his ar- 
ticle for the automatic pistol. Many in- 
dividuals are not mechanically minded, or 
have the opportunity nor desire to be- 
come extremely proficient with a hand- 
gun. Women, especially, tend to fragment 
in a life-and-death situation when the 
needed firearm ceases to function. Into 
these hands, an autoloader should not be 
placed. Therefore, what I propose, is 
another tried and true design, this one 
proving its worth in the last century. 

For this second project, I have in mind 
a stainless, five-shot, double-action, break- 
top revolver, that is as close in size to the 
Smith & Wesson Model 36 as is possible 
to get. With present technology and met- 
als, an excellently made revolver of this 
fine type can be produced. This proposed 
arm is highly feasible, and is desperately 
needed. 

CLEANS & DECREASES 
ALL FIREARMS " Y 

3" 
, --. 

ORDER TODAY!! 
8 oz. CAN $2.00 PPD 

16 oz. CAN $3.00 PPD 
CALIF. RES. ADD 6% TAX 

Durable liaht weiaht cast aluminum for Colt. S & W 

I A 

and many other modern pistols, rifles and shotguns. 
POLISHED $3.50 BLACK $3.50 GOLD $3.75 
T YOUR FAVORITE DEALER or SEND DEALERS NAME. 
Send make & model of gun N o  C.O.D.'s please. 
*Fully Guaranteed *Prompt Postpaid Delivery 1 *Send for Cataloa *Dealer lnauir~es Welcome ZIP AEROSOL PRODUCTS 

DEFT. HG-58 
21320 DEERING COURT 

CANOGA PARK, CA. 91304 

Genuine stag-lvopbra 6 rosewood gun grl s 1 Lee Loaders-Bu let Molds-Gun ~ccessorfk 
Hand-made Holsters 6 Belts. Leather 6 Clarino 

MELVIN TYLER MFG. AND DIST. 
1326 W. Brlnon Rd., Oklshomi Clty, okl8. 73114 

Detonics ... Now, dear readers, you have been 
shown the cake, and what follows is the ic- 
ing; but the fork you'll have to reach for 
yourself. The above two pistols have been 
contemplated for some time, and last 
week I contacted a well-known domestic 
arms manufacturer for proposed produc- 
tion. The interest shown was great! Now 
here is where you come in. Re-read the 
brief descriptions stated above, and write 
me, stating explicitly how these appeal to 
you. Tell me what you do and do not like. 
The final developments of the above two 

GUNS & AMMO MAGAZINE: ". . . it  is a gun that a shooter will be able to rely on with utter confidence." 
'. . . The Detonics is  an enaineer's dream." "The Detonics .45 on our cover is the 
smallest pistol of its type available. It's short action, and low recoil make i t  
a most desirable gun for self-defense, and law enforcement. I 

GUN WORLD: "Proof sitive that tent performancecan be 
r k e d  in a petite pacE^ge!""The &tonics) usad in Gun 

orld's tests showed flawless functioning." handguns rests in your powers of persua- 
sion. If hundreds, preferably thousands, of 
letters are not received, this project stops 
here. Send correspondence to: 

Bosselmann 
P.O. Box 1058 
Sedona, AZ 86336 

I've got the designs, and we have a very in- 
terested manufacturer. 
Let's go! 

GUN WEEK: "...The Detonics .45 is exceptionally 
easy to carry and conceal. The balance of this 
pistol is  excellent. . ." ". . . (the Detonics) is capa- 
ble of functioning well with unusually stiff re- 
loads.. . 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE: "Workmanship is flawless. The 
overall Im ession of the Detonics is that of a beautifully 
fitted solid weapon." "Disassembly is sheer simpiicit 
"The betonics is a no-nonsense, very compact and powerfulweapon." 

LAW & ORDER: ". ..it impressed us as a functional, easy-to-control handgun. Compact enough to 
carry any dace you can oack a snub 38. i t  offers vastly suoariw fireoower and s t o ~ ~ i n o  Dower. and - .  . .  - .  
higher rate of accurate rapid fire." 

GUNS: "Overall this little gun is ing to be an impact on the market for the ofessionai gunhandler. 
The small size and large punch afforded by the Detonics gun make i t  one of the most attractive for 
combat carry. Believers in the superiority of the .45 ACP cartridge for defensive firepower will rejoice 
that a well built, compact concealment gun is available at last." 

SHOOTING INDUSTRY: ". . .absolute functional reliability, stopping power, rapid-fire controila- 
bility and the impressively persuasive appearance of the .45? 

THE POLICE CHIEF: ". . .the unioue and brand new aDLIr0ache~ to aain small size and low-recoil. have - 

I on ly  hei ed to make the Detonics a most interesting entry into the field'of corn ct, but extremely power- 
ful handguns, which todays law enforcement environment indicates. (the Ftonics) could well be the 
most effective law enforcement handgun developed in the last 65 years.. . 
POPULAR GUNS: "it is  the smallest .45 caliber iocked-breech, single action autoloader available, 
and this alone gives i t  tremendous appeal.. . the Detonics pistol performs remarkably 
well . . .This one isgood. PELLET 

FIRING 
22 CAL. 
SNUB- 

THE POLICE MARKSMAN: "A fistful of firepower.. . Accura was excellent.. . disassembly is 
very simple and extremely fast.. .new found techniques such as the recoil buffer system and ac. 
curacy product cone barrel centering system make this automatic an excellent choke.. .This 
has to be the ultimate in an undercover, compact .45 automatic. 

FREE: Targets and 50 reuseable pellets 
This hard h i t t ing target pistol looks and feels 
l ike the  famous snub nosed revoiver i n  use 
b y  most detectives. The cyl inder swings ou t  
t o  take eight 22  caliber pellets and each 
revolver comes w i t h  i ts o w n  FREE suppl o f  
tar ets and 50 rounds o f  reuseable pellets. 
o n l y  $3.95 plus 50 f  fo r  postage and hand- 
ling. Your  money prompt ly  refunded if 

ou're n o t  completely satisfied. N o t  sold i n  & e w  Y o r k  City. 
Honor House Dept. 527DR75 Lynbrwk, N.Y. 11563 

DEALERS PLEASE NOTE: The Detonics .45 Is now available from top handgun, sporting 
oods, and law enforcement equi men i  distributors nationwide. For information and a 

fist o f  distributors contact: ~ e t o n k s  .45 Associates, 2500 Seattle Tower Building, 
Seattle, WA 98101, (206) 624-9090. 
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INTRODUCTION TO 
SILHOUETTE SHOOTING 

(Continued from page 23) 

tralia and the rest of the states. IHMSA 
was on the move! 

Members came pouring in at an aver- 
age of over 100 per month and not a week 
went by without another club or organiza- 
tion joining with IHMSA to participate in 
this dramatic new handgun game. 

In one short year, just under 100 
IHMSA matches have been sanctioned in- 
cluding state, regional and International 
championships. The membership roster is 
now over 1,400 with no sign of a letup. 
Total individual entries were in excess of 
6000. It is an achievement of which 
IHMSA and its officers and directors are 
justly proud. 

The decision to create a stock produc- 
tion gun category proved to be right. Fully 
85% of the competition is within this cate- 
gory. Likewise, the decision to create an 
Unlimited class also was correct More 
progress in long range handgunning as re- 
gards loads, techniques and equipment 
have been made in 1977 than since the 
handgun was invented. 

New rules were voted in at the Execu- 
tive meetings held in conjunction with 
IHMSA's International Championships 
on October 22-23-24 at the Angeles range 
in San Fernando. Most important was the 
approval of a modified production cate- 
gory which opens IHMSA competition to 
the &tire spectrum of handgunning. The 
game is now open to all comers from the 
Saturday afternoon plinker with has over- 
the-counter pistol to the highly modified 
and exotic unlimited guns with which 
feats of long. range handgunning have 
been performed that hardly would have 
seemed possible a year ago. 

NRA, heretofore involved only in high 
power rifle silhouette, has joined forces 
with IHMSA in working out compatible 
rules for handgun competition, and will 
sanction their own handgun silhouette 
watches in 1978. NRA will recognize two 
major divisions of handgun competition 
in the sport, the same long range big bore 
type that IHMSA specializes in, and a 
short range pistol category using smaller 
targets at shorter ranges. 

For instant information on IHMSA, two 
stamps will bring you a copy of "The Sil- 
houette," IHMSA's bi-monthly publica- 
tion which will give you everything you 
ever wanted to know about handgun me- 
tallic silhouette shooting. The Silhouette, 
Box 1609. Idaho Falls. Idaho 83401. 

For information about ranees holding 

HANDGUN METALLIC SILHOUETTE ASSOCIATION 
Ranges & Match Directors 

ARIZONA 
Phoenix, Black Canyon Range 
Tom Fradenburg 
4525 W. Sunnyside 
Glendale, AZ 85304 

CALIFORNIA 
Fresno 
Bert Stringfellow 
7223 East Muscat 
Fresno, Cal. 93725 

Ojai 
Bill Kramer 
61 2 Redwood St. 
Ojai, California 93030 

Oroville 
Jim LaPorte 
2555 Oak Knoll Way 
Oroville, CA 95965 . 

San Fernando (,Los Angeles) 
John Adams 
Box 1358 
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

COLORADO 
Aurora (Watkins, CO) 
Ron Newberg 
1650 Paris No. 201 
Aurora, CO 8001 0 

CONNECTICUT 
Stanford 
Fred Schonborn or 
Enzo Del Brocco 
Connecticut HMSA 
Stanford, CT 06902 

INDIANA 
Bloomington 
William C. Herring 
R.R. #7 - BOX 627 
Martinsville, IN 461 51 

KANSAS 
Great Bend 
Ron Radke 
Box 166 
Great Bend, KS 67530 

Hutchinson 
Roger Enns 
Central Kansas Gun Club 
Box 584 
Hutchinson, KS 67501 

LOUISIANA 
St. Bernard 
Diane Zufle 
232 Lafayette St. 
Gretna, LA 70053 

MAINE 
Augusta 
J. 0. Gilbert 

Hampden 
Robert Lermond 
MRA Box 255 
Bangor, Maine 04401 

MASSACHUSETTS 
New Bedford 
Roger Goyette 
234 Wood St. 
New Bedford, Mass. 02745 

Randolph 
Tom McCarthy 
Ames R & P Club 
20 Gold Street 
Randolph, Mass. 02368 

Reading 
Ron Ricci 
P.O. Box 53 
Medord. Mass. 021 55 

MISSOURI 
Springfield 
Dale & Peggy Siler 
Ozark Shooters, Inc. 
171 9 College St. 
Springfield, Missouri 65806 

NEVADA 
Carson City 
Rick Brigham 
Box 1806 
Carson City, NV 89701 

Fallon 
Tom Lammel 
1225 Gummow Dr. 
Fallon, Nevada 89406 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Ossipee Valley 
John Towle 
Box 497, Route 16 
Conway, N.H. 0381 8 

Hookset 
Dick Riley . 
Riley's Sport .Shop, Inc. 
1475 Hookset Rd, 
Hookset, N.H. 031 06 

NEW MEXICO 
Artesia 
Lee Jurras 
P.O. Drawer F 
Hagerman, N.M. 88232 

NEW YORK 
Monroe 
Joseph Beranbo 
41 6 First St. 
Newburgh, NY 12550 

OHIO 
Richmond 

Capital City R & P Club, - .HÃ Bruce Cassidy 



OKLAHOMA 
Norman 
Bob Barnett 
Oklahoma Shooters Supply 
930 N. Flood 

@>orman, OK 73069 

.%PENNSYLVANIA 
Jackson Center 
Jack Parker 
Box 54 
Jackson Center, PA 161 33 

Wapwallopen 
Bob Hess 
346 Washington St. 
Freeland, PA 18224 

TEXAS 
El Paso 
Jim McGinnis 
6552 Scott St. 
Ft. Bliss, TX 79906 

Desert Sands 
Fletcher Kelton 
P.O. Box 26321 
El Paso, Texas 79926 

Odessa 
Jesse ~ a i l e y , ~ r . ,  Pres. 
3720 N. Texas Ave. 
Odessa, Texas 79762 

Mansfield 
Mike Stimson 
Rt. 2 - BOX 227-A 
Midlothian, TX 76065 

UTAH 
Salt Lake City 
Stan Nash, Pres. 
Utah Handgunners Assoc. 
1002 Elm Avenue 
Salt Lake City, UT 841 06 

VERMONT 
Bristol 
Edd Cook 
65 Milton Meadows' 
Milton, VT 05468 

CANADA 
Ft. Saskatchewan 
Terry House 
P.O. Box 3038 
Ft. Saskatchewan 
Alberta, Canada T8L 2T1 

Saskatchewan 
Ray Dexter 
1662 102nd St. 
North Battleford 
Saskatchewan, Canada S9A 1 H I  

Special note: If unable to reach any of 
the parties listed herein for silhouette 
match information for the states of 
Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, New 
York, Connecticut or other eastern 
states, please call Bob Zwirz, IHMSA's 
Eastern Executive Director, (203) 
544-821 3. 

T H E  H A N D G U N  M A R K E T  
Classified ads 25$ per word insertion including name and address. Payable in advance. Minimum 
ad 10 words. closing date Sept./Oct. 1978 issue ton sale July) is ~ o r i l 1 5 .  Print carefully and mail 
to THE AMERICAN HANDGUNNER Magazine, 8150 No. central Park Blvd., Skokie, I1 60076. 

BOOKS -~ - 

NEW PALADIN CATALOGÃ‘Comprehensiv list of U.S. 
and foreign books: guns, unusual weapons, knife fightin 
r r l o  waare, explosives, demolition, ordnance, seE 
efense, technical manuals, field croft, survival. Many un- 

usual hard-to-find books. Send $1.00 for fascinatin cata- 
log. PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-TF, Boulder, Coforodo 
80306. 

Order these fabulous books from our extensive book clubl 
Art of Engraving by Meek. $19.95; The Book of Colt En- 
graving by Wilson. $39.95; The Book of Winchester En- 
r i n g  by Wilson $39.95; Pistolsmithing by Nonte, 

14.95; No Second Place Winner by Jordan $6.50; Gun- 
smith Kinks by Brownell, $9.95; The Book of the Rifle 
Olson, $9.95. Allow 504' postage and hondling for each 
book, cash with order. Allow 6 weeks for delivery. Order 
from American Handgunner Classified Books, 8150 N. Cen- 
trol Park. Skokie IL 60076. . .. . 

"SURVIVAUGUERRILLA WARFARE"Ã‘BOOKS/MANUALS 
"SURVIVAL" FREEZE DRIED FOODS BY CASEIUNITSI. 
CAMPING PACKAGES. LARGEST CATALOG AVAILABLE. 
FREE: WRITE KEN HALE (AH-FO), MCDONALD, OHIO 
44437. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS latest pistol carrying, purchasin 
etc., regulations for dl states and FEDERAL GUN 4 
both booklets $3.00. POLICE EQUIPMENT CATALOG $1.00. 
Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd St., New York, NY 10022, De- 
partment E. 

FREE, Become Part Time Gun Dealer At Homel Details, A& 
plication Forms Free With Purchase of Dealers Directory 
250 Wholesalers and Federal. Fireorms Lows; $3.00, Class 
I License Details, Forms, Laws; $2.00, Your State Gun 
Lows; $1.50, How To Obtain A Concealed Gun Permit; 
$1.75, Fireorms Classified Relics (526 New List- $2.00, 
How To Make Legal Explosive Bullets; $2.00, Free Catalog, 
Reddick, 1925G Abbott, San Diego, CA 92107 
AVAILABLE NOW, the New MERUSURVIVAL CATALOG 
from Phoenix Associates, featuring hard to find military sci- 
ence books on guerrilla warfare, demolitions, FM's, survi- 
ml, weapons, and self defense. Plus top quality mili- 
torylporo-military and survival equipment for the rofes- 
sional. Order the MERUSURVIVAL CATALOG from phoenix 
Associates, P.O. Box 693, Dept. HG, Boulder, CO 80306, 
for $1.00 Refundoble with first order. 

. - . . . -. , .. . 

HANDGUNNERSÃ‘Ar vou satisfied with vour shootina 
abilit ? Do you get to the shooting range ck often as you 
would like? Follow the nmctice techniaues shown in this 
handgun shooting manual and you can vastly improve our 
shooting ability in on amazingly short time. Send $4.06 to: 
Henmor, Box 238, Richardton, ND 58652 

FORT FIZZLE BOOKCOMPANYB~&O~ Firearms, Re- 
loading Gunsmithin Fishin More. List 254'. Dept. 2, 
2000 Lister St., Las guces, N̂ M. 88001. 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Crime, locksmithing, police manuals, 
survival, guerilla warfare, self-defense, unusual money- 
making opportunities, and much, much morel Hundreds of 
titles! Unique catalog $1.00. Loompanics, Box 264-E, Mo- 

COLLECTORS - - - - - - - - - - - 

NAZI WAR SOUVENIRS1 Illustrated catalog $10.00 bill (re- 
fundoble). Disco, Box 331-H, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. 

PATTONS HISTORIC SPEECHÃ‘Suitabl For Framing For 
Office/Den. A Collectors Item. $3.00 Postpaid. W. Con- 
ville, P.O. Box 7933, Philadelphia, PA 19101 

Original 1865 Smith & Wesson "Baby Russian", All Origi- 
nal Parts, Also Original Enfield Bayonet. For Info. and 
Prices Write: Pat Martin, 2436 24 St. R.d., Greeley, Colo. 
80631. $300.00 Or Best Offer. 

GUNS & AMMUNITION 
WANTED: Olympic Pistol. Mint Pistol. P.O. Box 1147, 
Brownsville, TX 78520. 

FOR SALE 

GUN EQUIPMENT 
"GUNS, TEAR GAS, HANDCUFFS, POLICE EQUIPMENT BY 
MAIL, NO PERMITS REQUIRED. SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 
TO: LAW ENFORCEMENT PRODUCTS, 5200 S. SAYRE, CHI.&- 
CAGO, ILL 60638." * 
RUGER OWNERS: Nine Shot .22 Automatic Pistol Mago- ' 

line with free Thumb Saver45.40. Walnut Target Grips 
for .22 Automatic~say with or without "A-100" stamped 
left side of pistol f r a d 6 . 7 5 .  Add $1.00 for hondling. 
Oversize revolver rips in stock Write for details. Person's, 
Box 292, Bethel, ?T 06801 

GUNSMITHING , >.. . .. I-. 

Police Combat revolvers built on Smith & Wesson. Schoni\ ,: \ 
Tool, 309 13th Avenue West, West Forgo, North Dakota 
58078. 
Your S&W M-28 Converted To 45 Colt, 44 Mog, 44 Spl., 
44/40, 41 Mag, 38/40. David Woodruff, Box 5, Bear, Del. 
10701 

General And Custom Pistolsmithing. Specializing In Cali- 
ber Conversions On N-Frame S&W Revolvers. Write For 
Further Information-Trulock Firearms, 3 East Broad Ave- 
nue, Whighom, Georgia 31797. 

GUN BLUEIN Wrofessionol Results With Gunsmiths 
Methods. Complete Blueing Instructions. R & S Engineer- 
ing, Box 708, Moravio, N.Y. 131 18, . . ,: 

, b '^* *̂.'Â¥': 

KNIVES & SWORDS 
KNIVES, SWORDS, BADGES. 75t TO $75.00. FREE CATA- 
LOG. KNIFETRADER. 6434 RADFORD. N. HOLLYWOOD. 

.- 

.. *'  MISCELLANEOUS ', "'" 
BEER CAN MORTAR. Comolete information and detailed 
instructions, no complica;ed machinin ran e to 1000 
d Information on burstin pro'ectifh inchuded. Send 
4.00. Pioneer Industries, #ox !36, 14A Hughey St., 

Nashuo, NH 03061. 
PYROTECHNICAL: NOW AT IAST, detail construction 
cedures and formulas on many pyrotechnical devices f% 
Blockbusters to Roman Candles. Parts and chemical service. 
For catalog send $1.00 to Pioneer Ind., Box 36, 14A 
Hughey St., Nashua, N.H. 03061. 

REMEMBER THE OLD ASH CANS. MB0 etc? Complete de- 
tailed instructions on above and many others. Send $3.00 
to: Pioneer Ind., Box 36, 14A Hughey St., Nashua, NH 
ninAi ----. . 
FIREWORKS. MAKE YOUR OWN ROCKETS, MOs, FOUN- 
TAINS, MANY MORE. EASY INSTRUCTIONS $3.00. 
MICHAELS, 323 S. Franklin, #804, Chicago, IL 60606. 
FREEIII POLICE INVESTIGATIVE SCHEMATICS, BOOKS AND 
EQUIPMENT LISTINGS QUIMTRONIX BOX 548-HG SEAT- 
TLE, WASHINGTON 981 11. 

INTELLIGENCE LETTERÃ‘ESPIONAG ASSASSINATION 
MERCENARIES, KARATE. SAMPLE-$1.00 OR $9/12 IS- 
SUES. HORIZONN, BOX 67, ST. CHARLES, MO 63301. 
VINYL BUMPERSTICKER proclaiming: "GOVERNMENT- 
Public Enemy No. 1" $1 eoch/3 for $2. H-G Enterprises, 
Dept. H, Clarklake, Mich. 49234. 

CRIMEFIGHTERS Send $1.00 (Refundable) For Our New 
Police Catalo B-PEC Dept. AH9, 9889 Alondro, Bell- 
flower, Calif. ?0706. 

100-CARD ADULT BIBLE GAME . . .I Entertaining1 Educa. 
tionoll $1.00. Scriptgames, 5837-J Stewart, Sylvonia, OH 
A3540 

URBAN TERRORISM IN PHILADELPHIAÃ‘A Inside Reoor 
On How It Is Happening And Why. $2.00 Per copy.' W. 
Conville, P.O. Box 7933, Philadelphia, PA 19101. 
"HOMICIDE INVESTIGATIONÃ‘2 000 eo Ie w i l l b *  
murdered in the United States this year. Quahied investi- 
otors needed. Complete home study course by mail. Send 
9.95 to National Academy of Homicide Investigation, 

5200 S. Soyre, Chicago, Ill. 60638." 

BAZOOKAS, Grenades, Silencers and hundreds of other 
improvised weapons are easy to build with simple hand 
tools when you have THE POOR MAN'S ARMORER. The 
ONLY magazine of IMPROVISED WEAPONRY1 12 lsmesfor 
$10.00 Bulk Moil, $13.00 1st Class. Send to: Poor Man's 
Armorer, Dept. AH, Box 586, Eureka, CA 95501. 

OPTICS 



' .  
I .. 8 ' . . . the only magazine of its kind in the handgun market , 
'.?' ' 

\ 

pÂ tl- ' Unlike any other publication appearing on newsstands today, THE AMER- 
ICAN HANDGUNNER is a pioneer in its field. Currently a bi-monthly 
publication, THE AMERICAN HANDGUNNER is a sure shot in your aim 

- >  ,-.. - towards total knowledge of the handgun market. With feature articles that 
' 

' cover combat and self-defense shooting, hunting, reloading, collecting and 
pistolsmithing, THE AMERICAN HANDGUNNER is unchallenged in its 
editorial excellence. Subscribe now, for a one of a kind opportunity. 

i s  THE AMERICAN HANDGUNNER . . , r a  

. - I .  *';>. ,- ,- % , . 591 Cammu de la Reina San Dieeo, CA 92108 

1 ' \ 

I 0 $9.95 enclosed. Please send me a full year 
1 .  subscription (6 issues) to THE AMERICAN 
I HANDGUNNER , - & =- 
I ^ $ 

1 .  . ,  - - 4:i . , ., , 4,. 1 i:. NAMF . :  

I .: -2, 

ADDRESS I ^ 
I 
I *; CITY 



-22 Long Rifle 01 22 Win. Maul 
You'll have two superb sporting calibers with H&R's 
new Model 676 convertibles.. .Authentic 
western styling, each is fitted with 2 cylinders, quickly 
convertible to use either .22 Long Rifle or -22 
Win. Magnum cartridges. 6 shot single-action 
or double-action, side ejector. 

Available in a choice of&, 5%, 
7% or 12 inch barrels, each 
Model 676 is handsomely finished 
with highly polished antique 
color-cased frame, blue-btar '- 
dinders and barrel. 

Harrington & Richardson, lnc. 
'ustrial Qowe Gardner, Massachusetts 01440 



and sohot we call it 

When your 22 has to do more than it used ing? Because when you're producing cartridges 
to do, load it with new Xpeditec this hot, you'd better make surethat everything 

' * 
These are the hottest 22 Long Rifle cartridges . is right. So we've done our testing in the lab to 

we've ever produced. 30 percent faster than a high make sure that you get the performance you want 
' , velocity 22 Long Rifle. That kind of speed trans- Â in the field. That's the kind of care you have a right 

. laces into flatter trajectory. And more impact at t h d  to expect when we put our name on the box. And 
+ target at usual rimfire ranges. Combined wit that's t k k i n d  we give you. 

, new bullet's diamond shape cavity, thja is one If you'd like to know more, write for your 48 
that's really hard-hitting. page  inche ester sporting arms and ammunition 

, - These are also the most t catalog. Send 50^ to nchester Catalog, P.O. Box 
i 22's we've ever intr+?ced. 'il 456, Mt. \T--n -I, New =rk 10051. 

) trademarks of Olin Corporation. 
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